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Since 1972 Iosif Brodsky, the must 
talented Russian poet of his genera- 
tion, 1ms boon living in the United 
States. When some forty years ago 
Auden (ivh'iin J!rtiilsl.,v knew uml 
ui/init L'd; made a similar c/inice, ilie 
implications fur him were .scarct’J a v 
so grave ns for a Russian pner today. 
Auden’s best mirk already Jay be- 
hind him, tmd he had a price to 
pay for derachiutJoii ; but nt least 
the English language was In living 
use nil round Tiim, at once alien 
nnd familiar. He was, indeed, a 
. writer who haunted the Oxford Eng- 
lish Dictionary, us Emily Dickinson 
had haunted Webster, and with none 
of the domestic certainties that 
Amherst gave her. But his ears 
were noi constantly assailed by a 
foreign language ; lie could not 
know the dread of being estranged 
From the nutive hearth, and of 
gradually losing touch with wlmi 
Mandelstam once called “ the for- 
mula blc and boundless clement of 
the Russian Inoguage *\ and witli 
the creative processes at work in 
popular speech. 

Mandelstam is partial] inly 
• relevant here, because of all 
Brodski’s predecessors In tliut 
gene ration —and he hus learnt much 
l?Li V ? r *.? us times from Tsveraeva, 
Khlebnikov nnd Mayakovsky — none 
stauds closer to him. Brodsky is 
now thirty-eight, and so approxi- 
mately at .Mandelstam's age when 
on the "threshold of his greatest 
period, reflected in the poetry of 
his Moscow - and Voronezh note- 
books i during the 1930s. Akhmatova 
described Brodsky as “a real 
IV under kind ”, which Is Imw discern- 
Jiig cuittciii|Hirunrs saw Muiuk-I- 
■Stuin, ami ihe younger Osvu " 
reseat hies him in a refusal in' h e 
cIlspTtcted from poetry. Tile spirit 
uf Mandelstam must have listened 
With iromc sympathy to Brodsky's 
. protestations at tho trinl in 19G4 mi 
the charge of parasitism when he 
tried in eti lighten the Irascible 
. woflUHt Judge and the retired mili- 
tary man ut her side about tho 
naiura of his poetry, and tho real. ■ 
men it imposed, lie told them that " 
poetry comes from Gad. uml when 
t n^ked “ Who put you on 

the list of poets ? “ be rotorted 
“Who put me on the list of lunhnn 
beings ? For Brodsky ns for ; 


Refocus' 

Experience and its Modes 

MICHAEL OAKBSHQTT 

A reissue of Michael Oakashott's classic 
examination of tha Implications of the 
conception of philosophy as experience 
without reservation. 

'Many readers have Fallen under the spell of 
Oflkeshott's Style; so much subtle thinking is 
sofdorn expressed with such grace. It has a 
depth of ideas lhat the reader never Fathoms, 
no matter how often he returns.' 1 
■ . 1 . A ;; Bdtlst^J^ifni'ef a fEdvi^ddn^Gtbdfii ¥< 
•: '-. 1 "". v \..t S , "• V.;;‘ • ; .. Ell.BO het> ! 

. The Idea of the Clerisy in 
the Nineteenth Century 

BEN KNIGHTS. 

The ;'cl«rlBy i was a name coined Ijy CoTt ridge , 

. tor a secular lfiiallectuel.allie. br knights , * : " 
conalderaliva writers attracted by the idea of 
establishing thfo elite: Coleridge, Cerlyle. 

Matthew Arnold, J.8. Mill and J.H, Newman, 
an d *hovw thpt there. ware Important 
similarities In their Approach,. He ala* examines 
ipe lnfluen.ee pt did idea u^an the . .. • ; 

reorgaplsatlon of University, cu/riquia In the 
latter pert of the century qnd demonttmtss 
how it Aim survives behind much contemporary ' 
educational ihauQht. . . |--[ . t £i2.§0.net 


“ Miiudvlsi.mi there can lie mi gnus- 
linn of i lie pom's auihoriiy. lie ex- 
. plniiis in nne uf the new poems 
licit*, “ C mi versa linn with a Celestial 
Being " 1 1970): 

... if uiy *nul had a profile 
, yon would see 
■ hut It too • 

ia inertly a mould from my 
sorrowful gift, 

i that it imscesNed nothing more, 
fbat mge tlier wirli this it is turned 
, towards yog. 

In Mandelstam's generation it was 
still possible to believe, us Aklima- 
j tova believed, . that the poet had 
1 his place with the people. Aklitna- 
] rov.i (uiuil peril ups rlie very end 
1 i»f Irer life) Mf rlmi cmiyi uiioii iv«is 
ii form nf betrayal. Bur in recent 
years tiio Soviet government has 
been picking off writers and anisis 
from the hnuy politic ns thougli thev 
were lice; and one by one the 
people most concerned with the ad- 
vunceinem of Russian culture liuve 
been ejected, or driven to ask for 
permission to Ie«ve. Forty years 
ago Klmdasevich could deplore the 
sterility of the first emigration from 
Russia. He had been particularly 
upset by the fate of tile young 
poet Buns Poplnvsky, who died, 
miserably pour, after an overdose 
nf drugs in Paris. This deurh (it 
wus apparently not suicide) he saw 
as symbol j zing rhe loss of hope bv 
a generation which iiad no living 
Russian culture to sustain it. Klin- 
dosevicli quoted in another essay 
Bloks coniplulnt before he died, 
liim Russia food devoured him as a 
xrupul sow cun devour its own off- 
spring ; and it appeared to Ktiodase- 
vtcii that the emjgradan treated its 
young pilots the same way. Tho 
Russiuus abroad had fuiied to 
develop a literature, because they 
did not understand wlmt its charec- 
tor and piuiwse should be. 

The responsibility that lies on 


By Henry Gifford 

■ tin 'plus, i In.- present c-migraiinil is clearly dens irf 
y. He ex- iiiiiiersniuil, hut the husic pruhleiu . ( 
ew poems remains. Cun u culture survive in . ‘ l | ,ul1 

a Celestial dispersal ? The Jewish example Jl 1 ,e 
lniglit seem to indicate tliai it can, vnue 
lo but ihis was ensured by a emu in- .. . , 

. uiog religious fnilli, nnd . by thu ‘ s . 
perpeiual hope of “next year iu 11 Wl 
from my Jerusalem ”. And the extrtinrriiinu-y Qlll .|, - 
ful gift, ‘ man ifestatiun of Jewish artistic Ln ,s 
iig more, genius ill the past 150 veur* lias , 

is inriieil cornu out of ihe nutionnl heritage ^ 

rds yog. of other peoples, enriching und at . . . 

rimi H Wlis ,lie sanie Iime drawing deeply upon |M 

uAkhm? I 1 ' Mdlldels t a »». 1'asternak, and !’ 
met had S rod ? ky himsolf illustrate this in 1 1,111 H 1 
Alriimn Russian poetry. Wliat could even The ro 
‘vcfv end P P ,lshk «» do in exile today when 
i min., 1V( | S 11 ,s O'* l« tiger possible fur liim in and sn> 

in recent !,I V* hum - the “pure and correct No. nev 
metii i Jns Jiwcch of the Moscow women who Muvenn 
uid anisis !,,lk . e c,, ' ni »»umn bread (if that 
ou»h Ihly " 5,111 ‘•• 1,ist5 > J The til 

one die R ** natural, then, that ihe Inter “»»uum 
rh the ad- °£ these two volumes by Rnulxkv eiwque 
rure liuve should interest more. There are ** 1 
o ask for excellent pieces in the earlier one, This re 
rtv years which foreshadows the situation lie Even t 
iplnre the must accept ; and the period before 
ition from h ,a departure shows a mind prepar- by holt! 
irticularly mg itself and devising the appro- Hroclsk , 
le young Priute forms for the new experience. Ze of 
rlto died, Already he lias found an “ imperial as he si 
overdose feme of his own, perhaps taking ,,'ther n 
deurh (it » hint from Zbigniew Herbert riti/en 
J.) he saw (Brodsky is a translator of Polish Clll/en 
hope by verse) in such a poem »s “The i .i 
no living Return of the Proconsul ", 1 l,Lk,, i 

it. Klin- The empire tliut he depicts in ,, 

ei essay sequence _of poems dated 1970 is nm y 

he died, hurt! to locate : . 

V , I 0,,rside window all night 
Khodase- “ lhe ,,l,WL,lded Bmilen rustles the I sit 

^eated its Asian rain. But the mind isdryf. , in tin 

tiled to ^V, dsky English |u»etry very 

use thev w '' , nnt i .* "HMMfy with the Hie s 

s ciiarac- Metaphymcals is often evident. One "A Cap 
nf tdie more striking images from twelve i 
i. l his sequence, liowcver, recalls poem ‘ 

lies on rather wlmt P ope found in the gar- (1976). 

The Prospect 

This h the nature of life ; tin ihe inner stile, nothing. 
Ji is / he outer ut irons me, hermits ami shells. 

K °se 1,1 tl lose, expired with ripples. 

Rwides und leuter-Wn, ihe fingered P ° IUl ' 

l ne fish darting or staffing, under « leaf, 
it is not aim ugh for life, it is nm enough. 

Ah what pretence when the white cloud blows over / 
And do not cuttle frame the meadow Iwucr 
Than anu trees ? And only a figure walking, 

Gwen, donnde, scaled on the green surface 
Like wax on parchment, where the meaning is? 

C. H. Sisson 


dens uf Timmi's villa : 

A fuiiirtaiii rej) resenting a dolphin 
in the open sen Is completely dry. 
Unite iiiulci'srundably : lhe stone 

ii i ■ . 

is able to du even witliuut water, 
a> It without a fish made from stone! 

Such is the verdict of the arbitration 

court 

whose sentences arc distinguished 
by dryness. 

And in another section ihe empire 
• > cmiipured with h trireme wedged 
into a too narrow cmiul : 

The rowers thump with their oars 
on the dry land, 

ami sioiie*. scrape hard on the side. 
No. never say we arc stack fasti 
Movement there is, movement goes 
on. . . . 

'The title poem of this first book 
umiuunces the end of a “ hello 
cpnque ” in rhe city that was once 
St Petersburg : 

This region is immovable. . . . 
Even the wicker chairs are held 
, , , here 

by holts and screws. 

Brodsky is well aware flint the great 
age of modern poetry has passed, 
as he says in tills poem, and in an- 
other of J971 : 

Citizen of a second-rate epoch, 

r ii. proudly _ 

I acknowledge ns ware that is 
second ruLe 

my best though Is and tu days 
coining' 

1 present them as an attempt to 
struggle with asphyxia. 

I sit In darkness. Ami It is no 
worse 

in the mom than the darkness 
outside. 

The second volume closes with 
"A Cape Cud Lullaby ” (1975), in 
twelve parts, followed by a shorter 
poem “ December in Florence " 
(1976). Brodsky is remarkably good 


■ .he ^ 

'u»ke their apS,*'' 3 ^ 

’ poems, too arifS 3 ” Cf ' N 
(London? omiL?^ 

, mlliiUk m Menem Li \ 

United States «W. 

I f/ dc of the farailhi 8 '^ 
til cine of his " iiiiiai? ^ 

, change of empire ' S y r J 
, Cnd .welt SgtJ*** 

J he eastern end of , he 
. sinking into nighi. tL, 1 ?'} 
“ ru s,le,lt °n the gras, £5 

on rhe pedlmemV’^’ffi 
, «»blc. The spire vrfthfj 

tiarkons, like a IwfflM 

Emni the patrol car, 

tinkle the keys of Ra'y’S’f 

When Brodsky, having n j, 
gaimtlet of tfi e < 'j ani , i5 ?“ 
Soviet airport, iokJfj 
Plane, lie “saw new clniidK! 
■same earth - And then SSj 
difficult work Of odapiBriflSd 
ooked-tor meeting 0 ['S 
hues (under the 
Lulnichcvsky); 9 * 

Mun survives, like a Hsb u sd 

crawls Into the bushes and sul 
,, ^ on croDWla 

goes off, ns from the peoifo 
into the depths of die conifoa, 
It is remarkable that Br# 
uses the English word ‘M'i 
I lls Russian poem. The m 
adaptation has already bejn ) 
here he touches upon ihd 
aspect of “ changing empim'-i 
need to preserve contfnnitje 
.vmir own past. In another pul 
Ploys on three word, that fa 
■ rinity of association, llelivi 
tune moro premaiurelj 
eagle '* at thirty-two) about m. . 
old, ill the year he migrated: \ 
Growing old 1 The age tits 
Or the knowledge jar L 
of I ruth. Of its oiher lfe«f 
\i;nanki]. Of exile f«P=i*: 

In ■me way nothing has cbuM I 
For you ' have In yoirhj 
tin* sunte pen as formeriy. h*| 
«ff. 

on* Hie sjmc plants. In imo* 
the same droning bomber 
flying wlm knows ivliar to bot»-« 
!r is i he same non, but now ek 
urgently ihnn MandeLiuni 
” Suve fur cold ilmes/diHo 
for times of alarm", and 
“Save tills speech". 

Tin* man who leaves 
native country to settle , 0 "** 
«iyn language Is not spcwo™ 
with him as' if were a 


filer’s cheque- which cannot 
^^JKen.ed 1 Thus Brodsky 
upon a statue of Mary 
£f '^n ..f Scots in the Luxombuiirg, 
, W eHiy sonnets in her honour, 
i S ays in ihe first, “ I spend wlmt 
i'fr of Russian spcech/on your 
n«s full face and lustreless 
TO” .. The group of poems 

if pr«edes “ A Cape CntT Lul- 
like the second book itself. 
Kidded “A Part of Speech , and 
5 ihe last but Dtve of tlrnm he says : 
' Life, which 

w.-aia-j-JrsJr* 

BLlS^SfuTSft 

u you a part 

i j speech. A part of speech 
iSgSend. A part of speech. 

die whole stretch of the lang- 
1 Se a part only. Yet for the man 
X fflade whole again there is 
Id, one resource : he must cling 
^ hi# participation in the 
liaguage. 

' poem that closes the second 
wJiuM, “December in Florence M , 
tames an epigraph from Anna 
' Akhmawva: “This man, going 
iwiv, did not look back . . .”. 
(Brodsky has the right to invoke 
Akhmatova, if only because she 
did him tbe honour of taking 
i tine from his poem about her as 


By Richard U shorn c 

GRAHAM J. Me JAVAN ; 

Sea Serpents, Sailurs and Sceptics 
133pp. Kuutlcdgc ami Kcgmi I’aul. 


In tbe blurb for a forth coming buok 
I read "... Paul du Cliailtu, whose 
claim in 1861 to be the first man 
to have seen and shot a gorilla set 
the world agog. He was ft red in 
America end given a standing ova- 


Tin poem to which arodsicv nituaea 
iere is a tribute to Dante for refus- 
es to end his exile by public 
itwince: “With lighted candle he 
•M not wnlk/Through his Florence, 
desired/ Perfidious, base, long- 
awaited. ...” Dante did not look 
back, as did Orpheus, and again 
let's wife, to their own ruin. 

Eight of the nine stanzas in 
Brodsky’s poem have Florence as 
their setting, but behind it there are 
Bints of another scene. He notes a 
'decrepit goldfinch” caged in a 
'cafe, and this recalls the oird with 
■tom Mandelstam identified in liis 
•tile. The association is deepened 
ita ray of light comes through 
and the goldfiuch overflows in the 
centre of a wire Ravenna. 

Id the final stanza Brodsky speaks 
oi "cities to which there is no 
taura* and the scene has shifted 
t^Uningrad: 

there the crowd speaks, as it 
besieges the corner of the tram. 
m rI,ef L"guago of the. man who has 

1 ■ ■ nn no ftwrtv!' ■■■ 


diu heart tu have nowhere in hn.l..>, -y- v- . 

As Here be monsters 

In u woudeii town you sleep limit 1 ■ .»■■■ 

suiiiidly ‘ , ‘ 

becHiise you dream only of what By RlCliard UsbomC 
lias been. 

It smc-Iis of fresh fish, to tbe wull jju.il. - — j. 1 . 1 1 

. ... _ . . lias clung GKAIIAM J. McIAVAN i 

the profile of a cliair, the tlun „ „ _ 

gauze weakly Sea Serpents, Sailurs anri Scepli 

stirs in the window; and the motui ]33pp. Kuutledgc and Kegan I’ 
adjusts witli a ray the flood £4.50. 

like a slipping blanket. 

And at on.ee in the following poem In the blurb for a furthcoming b 
he turns to a Russian village amid 1 ''cad • Fau! du Chaillu, wl: 
forests and marshes. Does she re- claim in 1861 to be the tirst t 
member it ? to have seen and shot a gorilla 

ow « “£SiS 

but If alive, then druuk he t .It. iu Sodcw thou\l, cEe'epSS iu 
e. se trau.es from the back of *SSd5“- I 

tfliey say a wicket, could be a gaic. I j!“‘. i ''f U ‘ 1 J t " SA j““ w 
And iu winter •« *0 *£-«- fcjjw ™ thought tab 

and a star blinks from smoke in p 

thp fi*nQt-v *ibv the Cnttnaglman, writing, in Fu 

the frosty sky. . . about ^ BC> degcribcd ? My Pl 

Those lines attest (in Marina ] s msty these days, but in the Gi 
Tsvetaeva’s phrase) “the pliancy of translotion, itself admittedly 
Russian speech ”. Whatever Brodsky doulitful (though well pr 
may fear, he is still marvellously Chaillu) dare and authcntJ 
at lionie In tihe language. At the Hanno and his expedition travc 
same rime, he is putting exile to west and SO uth round the coas 
good use, by seeking out affinities A.f r j ca as f ai . as Fernando P6o i 
aiyd extensions. Aji example of tills L as os 
ernnes in one of die Mexican 0ll diat isUndi 

or on one 

F° 6ms - sounds like it, was a lake, and 

Evening M£jico-City. an island in that lake was (I qi 

Indolence and blind force from the 1797 translation by Tba 

in it mixed as in a vessel Falconer, Fellow of Coi 

and life flows like tequila. Christi, Oxford) 11 full of fa* 

Tequila is a Mexican word for a people, the greater part of wl 
kind of gin, but in Russian garb wero women, whofe bodies \ 
as tekila, and following here the katoy, and _ whom our interpre 
verb techyot, “flows”, it joins die colled GonUoe. Thoueh we purl 
famiily of words wldi their stem in c ^ e ti ,en i could not feize 
fell: taiat denote fluency In various of diem ; but all fled from 
forms, eg tekuchka, a dialect word efc aping over the precipices, 
for “ pitdi ”. The process exempli- defending themfelves with fto 


nf a tiunii fight hut ween ;i spt-im 
wti.ik- uml “ wlmt secineil he a 
huge se«i-sL a i'|ieiil *' iilinut lsvemy 
miles nff ilie enust uf the vast 
slum liter uf Sutitli America : 

“ it was a iiioiisiruus sen serpent 
tullcil twice I'iiiiihI a large sperm 
whale. Thu head nnd tail purts, 
each about thirty fete lung, were 
acting os levers, twisting itself 
and victim round with great velo- 
city . . . the sen . . . like a boil- 
ing cauldron ; and a loud und 
confused imisc whs distinctly 
heard. ...” 

So the whale was di*paiched and 


tion by the Royal Geographical dragged down liead foremost to the 


Society, though discrepancies in his 
story later damaged his case . . . ”. 
It is rather painful roduy tu read 
that “and shot” and to kiiuw how 
glorious an achievement du 
Chaillu's was thought then. Bui 


bottom, tu he gorged nn at leisure. 
Captuin Drovnr reckoned die ser- 
pent to have been uhnul 16(1 or 
170 feel long. And five days Liter 
lie saw “ die same or a similar 


brief I v t*> describe. di.cu'<« -j mi 
where p>»v-.il»]u, ilitiso .tie, t‘ht»iiii- 
higic.illy, ulniut ful ly of lhe, to ii'ni. 
movi inturesiitig ru-curded siginittg% 
uf urfnniuds world-wide in ilie pa.i 
three centuries : uml then, os u 
lung appendix, he lias liut-d a i: ijl 
of more than 400 sightings recorded 
by what lie reckons to have been 
reap nn si hie anti sincere witnesses : 
from “ Date : IGGOs? I^icniicn : Nor- 
wegian const, Witness : Burgoniastei 
of Malmii, Probable Type : Scandina- 
vian Giant Oner ", to “ Date : 
Novemlier 17, 1976, Location : Mouth 
of the Helford River, Comw.iU, Wit- 
ness: David Clarke und Tony 'Doc' 
Sniels, l'rabable Type : l.«m:i-iiccked 
Seal The weight of numbers of 
sighting-, recorded, plus die eight 
or nine disparate probable types of 
Hiiomaos in all, especially the 
warmer, ocean# or the world, is to 


Is rusty these days, but in the Greek air pilot above the swamps of 

translation, itself admittedly of Florida : “Maybe I'm crazy . . . 

doulitful (though well pre-dit but that damned thing looked like 

Chaillu) dare and authenticity, a B*H»t penciiin to me”, and the 

Hanno and liis expedition travelled report of the U-boat commander 

west and south round the coast of Freiherr von Forstncr in 1915. He 

Africa as Ear as Fernando P6o near had just sunk the British steiimer 

Lagos Iberian In the North Sea. About 

vsrss&ssVLisi . s: 

mi islLul bi SiatfakJ ^ S \l quQte explosion. “ A little later 

from the 1797 translation by Thomas « ”tic * se^um m a 1* ^ roqffin e^ond «c««i u 

Falconer, Fellow of Corpus JJHfSiinH nf reading tin’s book. I am now warm- 

Chrisd, Oxford) "full of favoge fffffnro? rn ' m'tnn hie toward# paying “Lord 1 1 believe 

people, the greater port of which gj J7 ater to n of 60 to 100 * „ ^ {t h o[ aiJy 

were women, whofe bodies were ._ , _ . .. to Mr MoEwan, let me tell him that 

hairy, and whom our interpreters 5,1 >« luiWonrifiod flying objects - ... 


sigiitings, nine were veported by 
clergymen, one by a bishop. Sir 
Arthur Co-lion Doyle and his wife 
saw a Long-necked seal-type urfomao 
La 1928 between Greece and Crete 
and a judge reported seeing some- 
thing dnat may have been a we ter - 
horse (with mane) off Vancouver 
Island in 1950. 

So many sightings and so mpny 


of them by people one would confi- 
dently get to witness one's passport 
pictures. ... I wus a sceptic before 


Since unidentified flying objects 


naui, auu mural uu. __ ____ ^ - ------ m | VU i W8 Dt pTOn SChOOl, tile 

called Gorillae. Though we purfued ?!?., ■ l ” y tlic acrcMiymjc master, a priest, brought to 

the men, we could not feize any coinage ufo , I would lake to float ^ ie school, ond fed from a s anicer 


The Uses of Poetry 

DENYS THOMPSON 

An account of the part ployed by poetry In the 
life of man from earliest times to the present. 

Mr Thompson explores the many facets of 
poetry apd then considers the impact of 
printing which, in his view, mad# poetry more 
lubtfa hut caused it to cease to he a popular 
possussion. However, it could still >;b of value 
In helping people to cope with the strains of 
living and in keeping alive die idea of humanity 
in a dehuman isjmj uga. 

■ >. -T--- 'T’ ' ;r : y H»fa npvWiCi ffiWfilit . 

. ' ; . 1 • Paperback E4Aq net 

Gerald Griffin 1803-1840 

; .A Critical Biography 

JOHN CRONIN. 

.. WIM fq II -length critical study of the Ilfs '• 

■ “J. 1 ! oI *!>» ^1* writer Gerald Griffin who 
•Is beet known for his once celebrated romantic 
jKwa. The Colleen* Dr Cronin tr«ea dM 
literary career and his gradual decline Into 
creative sterility, relating his work to that of 
Ws contamporarlas and establishing him firmly 

V "ArEJ — ' ^ 0U,B fn - h “ An S |0 lf{sh literary 

£0.96 net 


A New Historical 
Geography of England 
Before 1600 

A New Historical 
Geography of England 
After 1600 

- Edited by H.C. DARBY 
. A two-volume, hard-cover edition of A New 
Hlstorbal Geography of England first publishocf 
m 1973. Before 1600 begins with the arrival of 
the Anglo-Saxons and covers the development 
of the lendscBpB during the medieval and Tudor 
periods. There are also descriptions of the face 
of the country in Domesday times, in the early 
fourteenth century and in 1800. After 1600 
pursues the development through tho 
agricultural and Industrial revolutions to the 
ond of the nineteenth century. There are also 
descriptions of the face of the o oil n try in 1800 • 
before (he coming of die railways, In I860 and 
again at the end of the nineteenth century. 

Before 1000 £12.00 pet 

After 1000 £15.00 net 
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Distrust and Democracy 

Political Distrust in Britain and Amwk 1 
VIVIEN HART 

Is ilia voting public becoming Incroatoilty 
aflunaioiJ from politico! reality and, if W. w * 11 ; 
can be done to minify the situation? By fnean* 
of a discussion of domocratlc theory,®) . • ■_ 
analysis of the meaning of the 09 ^ t . - 1 

alienation end un examination « I 

groups (the Kansas Populists o? tnfl 

Ruminglmm Liberals of the l8B0si. DrHo* j 
diows that the distrust of ordinal . J 
fully jusiif iud and that they must he w* 1 
sot iously If democracy i* to work pI 1 

Groups and Individual 

Explanations In Sadat Psychology ; 

WILLEM D0I9E 

An account of Intergroup relations 
attempts io fniegrate psyfihol(«!fiti sn 
sociologies! explanations of behaviour, a 
a consideration of the work of Lorens, 

Piaget end clinical psychologists ana 

examination of the sociological epp^' 1 . 
Professor Doise gives & daltiled accouni v - 
expefknentel studies qf intergroup re 
including some of the most rtfeent.^.^^ 


Ihe final ve«*i ubyl. Is ndiln Implf-' 
cuion. It can mean to bo off (on 
feus, on duty): or, of a casualty, 
bbe taken oft the strength of a 
■it. And the primary meaning of 
w verb is ta ebb or wane. Thus 
at man in the poem lias been dim- 
tjshed by his going. As, when 
upfcus looked back, Em-ydice 
• Wed away, ao the true self of the 
:£et, empowered by his full posses- 
S*?;of the language, seems to 
[wink away at the poem's close. 

Ytt look back lie must — the Muses 
i«« the children of Mnemosyne, 
■■■■Md at the word “future” from 
■ - the Russian language 
mice and a wliole horde 
■sy nibble away the sweet morsel 
. m efflory like your cheese in 
holes. . 

|“l. becomes the natural movement 
T thought. One of the twelve- 
poems (they resemble stanzas) 
gputlng “A Port of Speech 
S. Beyond today stands im- 
tomorrow, /like a predicate 
j'jWa the subject.” But the mice 
work in the next poem : 

; born and grew up in the 
. Baltic mazdhes, beside 
prune waves, always running up 
Mia. ' « - in pairs. 

^«sice ell the rhymes, hence this 
l*L , wan voice, 

between tiiam Hke- wet 
i : . i V hair. ... ■' 

"*0 these level regions it saves 
L from falsehood 


fles what is said in the last of the 
“Sonnets to Mary Smart”: “Hie 
accidental appearing as inevitable/ 
brings gain to any work.” 

An accident of die cruellest kind 
(and common enough in our cen- 
tury) has thrown Brodsky into the 
cosmopolitan world. The potential 
loss, to him alid to Russian poetry, 
is plain enough. It may be true, 
as he says in “ A Cape Cod 
Lullaby ”, that 

Loneliness teaches the essence n( 
. things, fof (heir essence is .also,,, 
loneliness ■. . V ■ ^ 

And from the beginning he has 
accepted this os his condition, Rnd 
with it incompleteness. (It is only 
in the darkness of a dream, as the 
poem “Love” of 1971, closing the 
first of tiiese volumes, puts it, that 
“there lasts what was broken off 
in the light”.) But simply because 
separation, exile, and loss of 
familiar bearings have befallen so 
many others, gain may still come 
to liis work. Even a poet secure 
in his homeland, Montale, has 
grown increasingly cosmopolitan in 
nis style. Inevitably, one assumes. 


LAIS Hll.ll! nv WUJU IIVI M*IJ _ 1 _ _ i * 1 1 . . 

of diem ; but all fled from us a i° ll Ser, hut .equally useful, 
efcaplng over the precipices, and Ictionnnes: 

defending tliemf elves with ftones. , urfotnao (unidentified rather 
Tlu-ee women were however taken ; frightening outsize moving aouatic 

object) or (adding ,r probably 


but they attacked tlieir conductoi’S „Sv. _ °i 
with their teeth and iiands, and ?l 1 2» W n 11 ma ^? n 1 
could not bo prevailed on to accoin- ^'iV j t ^ BVe il W t l0uL 
pany us. Having killed them, we acknowledgment, 
flayed them, and brought tlieir He left school at sixteen and has 
fklns with us to Cartilage. We did been a dental technician and as sis t- 
not fail farther on, our pro v if ions ant cinema manager. He is an 
failing us.” According to Pliny the amateur, not a trained scientist, 
skills (of what he called Gorgons) Which suits me because I am easily 
were put In tiie Temple of Juno In blinded by science. 

Carthage and .were there when the W hat Mi MoF.wan has dune is 


this must happen to Brodsky, sur- 
rounded by Amorican speech, and 
keenly aware as he is of American 


poetry. He is more fortunate, how- 
ever, titan his American content- 

E oraries. The Russian language that 
as so recently answered the needs 
of Tsvetaeva. Pasternak, Mandel- 
stam and Akhmatova must be a 
source of undying strength to a 
modem poet, even away from Rus- 
sian soil and Russian voices. He has 
not been left with “shabby equip- 
ment always deteriorating” even in 
tills “second-rate epoch”. One may 
hope that the Russian language has 
momentum enough to carry it 
-through die barren decades until a 
divided culture is brought together 
again. Meanwhile, by an. irony 
characteristic of our time, it could, 
be that the ' best ' poetry from 
America in recent years is the work 
of this Russian. 


Rest On The Hunt 

Riders cascade down the valley in the 
wrong direction. Here the chase is over 
“flfl the dogs relax, chewing, wading 
JJ f ,,c ditch, rolling on earth. The horses 
wist their heads uncomfortably. They 
: JTJ ,l ° f at ease. The brush has been 
^ lacked, examined and is now hung 
jrwn the saddle. No-one looks at it. 
i 'If faster seeks further game and waits 
• i,.F, u, ' s f 4ers to wheel his way. How sharp 
L j i ^ ; explosion into death 
-. ! Jy.Wt a tang. They savour it 
' in»« ' stock still, bitten by the acid 
: : . . : a fn . nvut ffpm which all movement would be decay. 

\ George Szirtes 


B any us. Having lulled tnein, we 
ayed diem, and brought their 
fklns -with us to Cartilage. We did I 
not fail farilher on, our pro v if ions i 
failing us.” According to Pliny die 
skills (of what he called Gorgons) 
were put -in tiie Temple of Juno In 
Carthage and were there when the 
Romans sacked the city ami 
debLruycd il. 

•; :■ Then there la die sad story In 
Osbsrt Sitwell’s preface to the book 
Sober Truth complied by Margaret 
Barton and himself in 1930. During 
Marlborough's campaign against the 
French, a largo ape, die fwflt of its 
kind introduced into England, 
escaped end turned up in a remote 
village. It was caught and ques- 
tioned in court martial. Its Jabber- 
ings and jibberings were taken to 
be French, and it was hanged as a 
spy. 

Travellers’ tales about strange 
livo tilings (eg, men whose heads 
do grow beneath their shoulders) 
arc thrice blessed. They enthrall at 
first telling, they enthrall again if 
proved correct, and are generally 
good reading if and when they are 
shown to be a lot of rubbish. This 
book is good reeding in die first 
category. The second and tdnrd 
categories may remain hypothetical 
iu our lifetime, though I do think 
Cousteau ought to mount a defini- 
tive search of Loch Ness soon. 

From Homer, Hamio, Aristotle 
and Pliny to the present day (sea 
serpents, krakens, abominable snow- 
men end all fictional kingkongery) 
it has all been good stuff. Belloc, m 
his Modem Traveller, wrote 
. . . was noted in my diary. 

I have it here— the usual things—. 
A. serpen t (notj die sort- with wings) 
Came twag from the eeat •: 
In length (as fa* as., we could ffUpas) 

A quarter of a' mile or less. 

Tiie weather was extremely clear, 
Tbe creature dangerously near 
And plain as it could be. . - 

It Jiad a bifurcated toil,-- • • . 

And in its mouth it held a whale. 
Just north, I find, of Cape de Verd 
we caught a very curious bira 
Widi horns upon its headj ' . 
And— uotr as one might well sup- 
pose, 

Web-footed or- with jointed toes— 
But having hoofs instead. 

As no one presen t-aeemed to know 
Its use or name, I let it go. 

In reading Graham McEwan’s 
findings in Sea Serpents, Sailors and ' 
Sceptics one is almost as worried by 
the casual way witnesses of strange 
sea creatures did not follow them up 
as by sea-captains’ reports of having 
tried to shoot , them. .But r it : ft 
interesting to know that Belloc s m ' 
Its mouth it held a whale* 1 may 
have been suggested to him by the 
report .of Captain Drevar and ^the 
crew of the barque Pauline, in .1875, 


behind tiie gym, a cross between a 
cat and a hare. Maurice Burton (his 
office in the suite below stairs at 
the Natural History Museum had 
the delightful superscription “Dr 
Maurice Burton ; Sponges end Pro- 
tozoa ”) and other -wiseacres have 
told me this could not have been. 
But, dammit, I was there and. so 
were the Rev maths master and the 
lolloping, caL-faccd uiiiinal, which 
had been found in a field outside 
Oxford. 

This is a most engaging little 
bnok. 


Psychosomatic Families 

Anorexia Nervosa in Context 

Salvador Minuchin, 

Lester Baker, Bernice L. Rosman 

Salvador Minuchin is widely recognized as 
one of the pre-eminent family therapists in the 
world and in this pioneering work he and liis 
co-authors apply the effectiveness of family 
therapy techniques to an illness that has long 
resisted treatment — anorexia nervosa. 

The purpose of their book is threefold : to 
develop a new theory of anorexia, to confirm it 
with scientific data, and to show it unfolding in 
actual therapeutic situations. Drawing upon 
: tlieir own clinical experience, and illustrating 
their views with case studies, they advance a 
new diagnosis that places the locus of the _ 
illness not in the individual but in the family.. 

■ Their method, which has been stunningly, : 

t of 

Itht fcherapist as ah’a^erit of chang6 within the 
family, stimulating crises that are severe 
enough to shake up the system and allow it to 
reform -.in new and healthier patterns. 

This book has revolutionary implications, not 
just 1 for anorectic patients but for thoje 
• suffering from all other psychosomatic 
diseases. Whereas to date such illnesses have 
often eluded treatment, this approach holds 
out the promise of future success through 
family therapy. 

Published Julyj £10.50 

Harvard University Press 

126 Buckingham Palace Road London SW1 
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Growing old together 


■ ii .. .x*.™— iiicrtrtsiiigly tilisciu ; her ymiiifStr Miller figures mure Ini mutely 

r»* l. j Hit brother died in 1958. Her iiunhur Liier, wlu-n lie nml Muril.vn Monroe 

Ky Kf Chard Maync was very pn»i c-clivo. One nf the firsL were llirnsi into Hollywood prox- 

ami best Mories in the hunk imity with Montand and Simone 

' — — ... • describes uu expedition at night, Signnret. Minty people, including 

SIMONE SIGNORET : during a .seaside holiduy, to put Norman Mailer, have read into idiai 

. r .„ l4 . rt IJe .j T _ n A luck Into i lie sen three shrimps nml iiu.nlrungulm* relntiuiiship some 

Nostalgia bnt What rt Used To Bo t . rab CUUf , ht onrIior lhnt day aud s ' cu L.io.is and damaging imputations. 

Weideruoid and Nicoisoii. left in a pail of seawater. Simone It seems likely that Marilyn and 
£6.95. Signore t cold the story to Suzanne Mom on cl grew close. From hints 

i- 7 T .. n~ « ~ i Flon, and still gets postcards from dioppcd by Simone Signoret, one 

v«., ma» MmAmiiiw i«»p itiae# viviitk poirs of culj throughout the world might conclude more: but nil her 
? ou SSiim Bcckei-'s ID52 film snylng : “ ¥ y BrMt-Bi-euMrcai.gmit- rehuionsblp with her husband, and 
CMolte C d ,,, ^— rh^da/^linelv sensual Bfeut-gran cl mother owes lier life to on his with other women, she 
“fflen Marie 1 ’ tomtJeSj' y0l!l Sl8 " ed ’ A « meful Shrln1 ' 1 ' renin ins understandably discreet. No 

mnndp of Park at the turn of the „ .. .... . 0,,c should 1 'Cad her book for scali- 

er enturv Her inner there was « My « ttVlcs * sho writes later, dnl. The nearest she comes to that 
Serce^eRcIani in those days vounc ar ? neit * lcr more nor less origiual, type nf frankness is in lier account 
Se d-fffii* “th?r S,npyi"f: comic _ or emotional than any d, c baby Utat aha and her first 
Ona felt his amazing luck in win- acu ess s stories m any county in tho husband Yves Ailegret had before 
ning so crand & prize. Ill the mood Vf orl< J ,.P l,e ’ very typical, tells how they were married— a baby who now 
of those days, it was a film noir: he deliberately fa jl ed t0 board the has a son of her own. 

~ guMotuie ; but the l&SEL'X The - we ■ which Simone Signoret 

jcIyJl was what one remembered, j , , v p ™ I . ! »«s M announce opinions or con- 

SIST ££ BSi!? very l"«cr " Irer tacq.iA g«ker had {& ™ ««* and Yves Mon- 

ShyScai ahcTronK jthouwi hi< deep ..„dof.ta.idi.,* of 

cetera..!, v A h her uniTiit wno ut\ but added thru cloying . it ‘ ecu Us uic Aineiican 






y&y 

: ?>v 


physical presence : she ur on cued nmnuiih m dovinc- it recull* ilif> Amwirnu 

scented warmth. Yer, even then, l ' c J r .Jf 7 « rf <>™our, but added that J™ ■ 5 t ^kc^nmaiifnr - 

she had a stately air. There wns he mid two other actresses in mind. n««uron x spoKCSwomau for a pendant 

aooiethiii/ stiff in har awL.h »7lk Sha ha. »m. i,„ar«tlng talc, about E3S"'.' er ;. r ," ““" d f 

— a sharp contrast with the dart in a e oi| y» rather corny acting lessons ludicrous . in Sofia we saw a 
Aiidrey HenbTinT - °»* should never say. ‘I hate People that wns strong, calm .and 

fashfon of the period. ■ Si\ the ynu one should sny, ' I hate you’" ; «“y- , E '; e 1 ’ i h ^" 1 /^ l vJo t ^ e (, f l uesuana 
screen, Simone Signoret was always allou ^ j 1 . 10 terrors of filming, after “?*■ . “ iC „ , w . e • as 51,8 

a wonuon, not a girl. the bnhirs of tlic theatre; and in admits, _ Wore just die same age, 

u ^ particular about the subtlety with Mmittuid and I. He’s lived beside 

^ nl * 5h° SCC u°^ which Melville prompted bar for u,e I aged, and I’ve lived 

1&* wJl rI S her death scene, kfllcd by her Reside him while he matured. Tliat's 


.. n . .... . . , particular aoout ttie SLiDtictv witli iwiiuuiw mm i. ass uvea oesiae 

m * fh° sec . r V ed which Melville prompted her for u,e while I aged, and I’ve lived 
wh ri e r\ the ^ soldeu- j ier death scene, killed by her him while he matured. Tliat's 

SS irt f' W Sn/iiLf r thr iL’ fHeiuls, in L’Armte ties ombres one of the differences between men 
touched dooncr ^ ^eiednl«Q S thin She descrif3Ey5 >ww she first saw and wfimcn.” Age growls through 
Sa^atedmo P st notabWto th*e US 5*ew York as a medley of backdrops the hoob lik e a rolling bass : 
tcrous Older WomaJi, Alice AJs^l/, ^ «l n , i , 1 , 1 luimcraWo ; how s »c After forty— come on, let’s say 
in Jack Clayton's 19^8 film of the p v„ n , ‘i P 5 P W bust of J®*™ forty-five— you can take one of 

John Brnine novel Room at the Too. ,? n , l , ,e ' d Y' l ! 10 holes representing two routes; either you can cling 


„■ ■ 1 


John Bratne novel Room at the Top. }P« holes representing 

Casque d’or list! earned her n . * n * hu I let- wounds ; how Mnr- 

British Flint Aotdomy Award? bur f h<l ! .J, iru udvi f d «"y revnluilonory 
few laurels in France: Room at the S 1 ’ , '’S - 011 dle , Pnns tn, ! n wi'h a 

Top gained her an Oscar. A further ‘J** ‘ Us ir ,,ct tb « security men's 
landmark in her persona's dove Ion- attenilun. She tells a good tale. 


landmark in lier persona’s develop- She tells s 

ment was Jean-Pierre Melville's „ t m 

L Annie ties ombres (1969), in lurr . 0 . '*• RS f he Tito story may 
whidi she played a sturdy Kcsis- ls r ‘ ,e progressive 

tance leader ; then in the follow^ iMPiliusiqiinient tvith the crvnto- 

ini? uo,'. I .L„ n t'AIIIIIIIIUKt Itl'hhnWnui. 


lunuci , men in cue follow- min riic crj'ptu- 

mg year came I'Aveu, the Costa eoimiiuniat orthodoxies of the Left. 
Gavvas film about the victimized She u,,d Mom and were never, she 
Czech Minister Artur London, s , HVSt , coinnuinUts ; and althougJi 

forced .to “confess" at a riggod Jomed in many mibllc protests. 

" "■ "■ diey finally quarrelled with Louis 


the book like a rolling bass : 

After forty — come on, let’s say 
forty-five — you can take one o’f 
two routes: either you can cling 
to parts that keep you looking 
thirty-five or thirty-six ns long 
us possible, or you can be like 
everybody else, and quietly uccopt 
the idea that forty-five puts you 
on the road to forty-six rather 
than forty-four. . . , 

It’s very hard to remain a stur. . . . 
It’s very easy to go on function- 
ing at the same rhythm os your 
contemporaries : to mature to- 
gether with them, and to age with 
them. 

And it J s miraculous when life 



Where the action is 


By Valentine Cunningham 

SSTdSbAV : 

Undesirable Alien 

235pp. Allen Lane. £4.25. 


English literature m our century 0 f Marx and Marxism. Neither 
has not taken kindly, let nlciiie Frank nor the novel returns a 
naiurully. to the man of action. Ever straight answer. Instead, the diffi- 
slnco our First World Wav poets culties are let speak for themselves, 
turned in their anti-heroic notes our There’s the frighteningly invoked 
typical native author has been megnlopolitan monstrosity of the 
Auden : neuroticully self-obsessive, twentieth-century slate — its garish 
forever anxious about what lies out- architectural wastelands, its multi- 
side the womb, edging the occasional laned highways — a gigantic garage 
UK out from the Groddeck side and that a handful of nineiecnth-ceu- 


and passionate slacknesses of a 
grotesquely yankeefied nil MhIl- in 
South America ? Is it not a blun- 
der, lie speculates, this " trying to 
use the works nf Karl Murx to help 
one make revolution on the shores 
uf the Orinoco " ? 

The question is very seriously 
levelled, mid not with any Cod Who 
Failed breast-heatings nr snec-rings 
at the efficacy or the vaticination 


A prof among pros 


laned highways — a gigantic garage 
that a handful of nineiecnth-ceii- 


into the lukewarm Marxist pool tury believers is attempting to over- 
but pulling It promptly back before throw with the odd grenade, the 
ihuffllug off to the safety of closet smuggled carbine or two, the dan- 
tod cloister. Unlike braggadocio- destinely printed pamphlet. And 
taxed Ishenvood, Auden never there Is Frank’s European taste for 
fita pretended, not even in their the cinema: by which no perception 
journey to a War, to be standing in or vision comes plain, but always 
Action Man’s shoes: he went refracted through sonic filmic traus- 


M.inuul, tlic iiinii clm-sy n Hindis! 
printer, in his t-im tiers i lie- liul- 
lomiiug liureaiicr.il isms mid tenon 
uf ilic Soviet Union ; above all. the 
denial nf life before and idler the 
dashed apocalypse. Thu t ■evolu- 
tional y, l-'ruiik ru.tlixt-s, is invited to 
lose his life lb at others niuv save 
theirs ; hut what if ilic promised 
Innd were never to in.m-ri.il i/e ? 
Delia's inhumanities and treacheries 
help indict not just SuulIi American 
revolutionism, but every sort. 

Debray’s political experience 
imparts a knowingucss to his ideo- 
logical case and his Europe a nisiu 
gives a formal artfulness to the 
story. On the face of it it is a help- 
less nicss of narrative devices — 
authorial sermons, first and third 
person nurrations, addresses to Celia 
and letters from Frank, manuscript 
scraps by his friend Ann undo, the 
story of the guerrillu Diego and his 
band — but the novel turns out to be 


By Eric Korn 


I J Kit it CUT GOLD S 
Wailing foi- Cordelia 
2.14pp. Hutchinson. £4.95. 

The best plots are the old ones, but 
the converse is not necessarily true. 
Herbert Gold is a considerable 
writer, not too often considered in 
Britain, but his latest number is 
a golden oldie : the one about the 
hooker and the poor fish — a 
strumpet voluntary, with intellectual 
obbligato. 

It is set in inc-lmicViely-pcrmissivc 


thiughirr, with who in of course she 
is tough and vulnerable, and r»ir 
another, she’s been mouml a long 
time. As soon ns she opens lier 
month to eject another bluer -write - 1 
aphorism, nil pragmatic sentimental- 
ity, you realize she must luve 
served a siim at old Dura Flood '.s 
place in CumiL-ry Row. Como to 
lit in Ii of il, wasn't she in the hack 
room at Madame Tu I bur's ? 

Cordelia is assisted by gills like 
Rose Ann. " with so much integrity 
she wouldn't wear the con me i len- 
ses her parents gave her as a going- 
10 - college present ” and opposed by 
Marietta Kirwin, running for Mayor 
on the progressive decency ticket: 
11 If only people would loom that 
our community standards in this 


Son Fmic iVcu. Tlic puor .S?, ‘W f 


observer whn reluctantly is drawn 
into the action but never far 
■ enough, is a foiled psychopath, 
' tuckered out by 


UOIIU — uut mo luiua UL11 ill uo ntnpk A nul nuf hv nn>mntni'/> 

notodety and Slxtlw relevance”, 


cisco are ju&t as high as those else- 
where, tve could have a rcnui-isancc 
comparable to none." When die 
antagonists meet, they discover 


gingerly be-carpot-Slippcred the 
whole way. He might profess to 
admire Lenin, but it was T. E. 
Lawrence he really fancied. And 
T. K. Lawrence was, as Christopher 


mutation of real life. What price, 
it is implied, the would-be realist 
nnd revolutionary who keeps seeing 
himself as Humphrey Bogart or 
Goldfinger, or playing in Bunucl's 


Ciudwell knew, the bourgeois hero- Olvldados, or directing some 


own. doings. A> talc -Annin of now‘‘a Rlw prtflSSTV 
R 6 gis Debiay J Stalinist ) and Ins &Q(U - C hhig o thesis on prostitutian as 
works is only typical of the wry victimless crime and worried 

self-reflexlvcness. Narrating m both abollt losirig tenurQ -‘Could they 
dnrd and first persons poses, Frank tlo lhat t “ a very popular le^- 
reckons, his own alienation. Putting turer who 0Ilce r obbed a bank 
events into fictivo order is necessary oa part of | lia sociological 
to make sense of the otherwise dis- delvlngs ? he wonders, self- 


manqud, the man of letters broken 
by ine effort to make tho heroic 
grade os innn of action. But how 
differently they have been able to 
manage these things elsewhere 1 


B-fllni of his own political or erotic 
obsessions ? Celia, Frank’s casunl 
Latin-Amerlcan girl-friend, eager 
to get laid for the cause; thinks of 
flint much mote spavumly as just 


lUnilUKO MIVOC LtlMigU blOQmiClC • « ■ .11 ■ 

How packed como the rosters of incendiary stuff. 


other people's heroic authors: Lenin 
and Trotsky, Hemingway, Andr 6 


Milraux 

Debray. 


course. 


Around Frank’s frustrations with 
Celia focus the novel’s tradings in 
the more usual leftist disillusion- 
ments. Hereabouts come the 


Given its generic un-English ness regular kinds of charge : the Party’s 
Undesirable Alien. Debray’s first dirty machiavellian ism. its heartless 


viiumiihvic nticit. vsiiia^a iu» uniiiiiaa icavua UI18 Aici 

attempt at a novel, would need to switches . of policy that coudeuin still to be d« 
be very bad indeed (worse than brave guerrillas to death and leave Latin America. 
Uilraux's La Condition Humaine 

tad L’EspoiY, for instance, which \ -t * -i 

have always seemed to me to be a ( 111 tl If f* 1 1 f* If 

hard slog for their readers) not to v^l LilliV vllvXv. 
ttir any interest here. As it is, . 

this fiction possesses far more clian 

that minimal • fascination that rj_ r tt„_„i j rj nniIni< 
women preaching and dogs walking Hy xiarOlfl xSC&Ver 

on their hind lees held tor Doctor 

Johnson (rhe interest of things chat - T . , r — . ■ ■ 

ve done so seldom actually being JOHN HER 8 EY : 
done u all). Debray, a French Th _ Wa i llllt n oni . 
revolutiwiary who fought in Larin W *“ lut ®° or rj n „ 

Aotena, gives us a nero clearly 239pp. Macmillan. £4.95, 

«jiM tuttied man of action in pecu- John Hersey once served as secu- 
larly La tin- American circumstances, tary to Si nolair Lewis. The experi- 
Hh life expresses a brand of revo- ence tells. His sense of place (New 
hillonary romanticism that Frank Haven, Connecticut), his eye for 
pula very honestly to himself. Just detail and ear for smart-ass back- 
vhat, be ponders, does a man of chat is absolute. Ha stalks his 
cold nights and stove-warmed plot- characters as his hero stalks, 

[tafs, of European dries whose dark dieats, enchants and ultimately 
noddles and narrow ghettoes re- bags his girl. Both are craftsmen, 


ki//e/ 3 oiocr, hy Robert nvlawuij), a version dating fm 
1924-6; rt is atnone the exhibits in l'nintings from Park a 
Arts Council exhibition at prevent «it Oxford and about « 
wioi-o to Norwich (and, later this year, to Manchester ml 
Coventry)'. 


state trial. By now, Simone Signoret l * iey fma,u y quarrelled with Louis th<?n1, 

was nearly fifty; and it was a shock Ar a S<m, while Montand, in Moscow, And iris miraculous when life 

to see her playing a Uausfrau. She launched a scathing attack on brings you parts that seem to 

nad. aged. — with us. literary yes-men, .despite the famous prow better each year ; stronger, 

’ ...Her. autobiography traces that’ backstage .dinner which he and ladon with the memories and per- 

• development with humour/ stoic- ^ 8 ru j r ot had witli the wnal experiences that have put 

Ufa, mud skill. Its atnrtlnE-nnmr whs F ol Uicui leadera. From work tho5 ® H«t* on your face. 


uiny Acr.-ips i»t tnem re- i ,v * 

appear at rhe end of the book, nnd ta 

nllnnlrl * ° U V Fro I ICO ugulnst uu 
allegation rhat die book wns . ^ 

|£ t> ^SiTuS“3^ A whiff of jungle air 

always brisk and ahvRys wliollv - 

charnct eristic of her milieu and her 

ir- w 3 . n :;” 7 hc ,s ,J ;„ e By Gabriele Annan 

«„L ch „ l ' c . r husband Yves Montand 

urst made h 4 g name: it also cin- — ' — : — 

braces much of Faria’s left-wing JOSEPHINE BAKER and 
Intelligentsia end, through her BOUILLON i 

num r(Vnvl 1 n» Ii 1... ■ - _ 


translator bus dono bis best: lie 


SIS-™?? 111 ?: son ?? complicated root Joseph ino 

C. Strctchins 0ver central Translated by Mariana Fitzpatrick 


i^^ nce ,? et hcr f a ‘hcr, Joan Kam- aoZppJ^ H. Allea. £G.95. s She was a natural mover with 
Arv-nfi'nh n!r 0 famous, not on ■■ ■ ■■■■ . | i — nJS a sense of comedy that could .bring 

, h 5nS: z SSiS&Jf 1 &pisrA*?s. ^ sl r° 

sfA -fijss ssp r « 10 'S 

fe e hf»f h h »i? ^ 0t $L earAer slia 1 liad** begun^to nhUte f0r 1 

? ha i d beei1 %® r 9 1 5 P^anco. notes for on autobiography tho 0 1,1 Pa c« St 

law y ar > he had worked book Is based partly on those/ but 1 Bfl f ween Josephine and Paris It 
™««„ dve, J ,si . ng : onw^lotec did he large portions if the storv Se tofd was }? VQ at flrst (Jo's sty lc is 
ShP,. in f S.t' nterprC . ta ^ 0n V with th<s by jo Olid otlwr : byffsSr V catcWng) : she felt passionately 


and passionately religious, nnd 
Josephine remained so for the rest 
of her life. Slic had the fierce 
tenacity of a winner (though in 
the end, in spite of Jo’s loyal 
protestations, sho conies out a loser), 
mid she managed to cling on to 
riio Dixie Stoppers, and to take 
her classic chance when one of 
them fell ill. 



gfeliy. ^ Wd^ghteS ^kTbnt 2 Ji‘? wf : 

her acting -, talents were purely ifa - ,J?! 5 PfS S ' ® a fl 
mt hU. i Through • hlplL ' to'o . ■ Cowie-back. . By tl 
Simona iSign&ret -hid ’-‘cou^ns ' in Josephine^ you m 
Edstem Europe, r one- , of whom > ar °P dead . too. , . 

to ro«ch her on a eop- . . Ypt Inside this * 
cert tour. Her account of tho -b, Ki n »i. ..... 


slips badly now and then, with a 
few " false friends " like " de- 
ception " and " protend ” for 
disappointment ” and " claim ” 
— plus tho statement dint Otm 
Abeta wos France’s wartime 
ambassador io Gumtuny iu.steud 
•u file oilier ivuy round. Bur 
i limiigli til is grainy version I here 
still shines out n genuine, nuuiiru 
person; all passion not yet spcni, 


nuirned n young Jewish business- 
man, converted to Judaism, and 
remained In that faith although tliu 
marriage was vory soon over. Her 
toolings about raco and religion 
wore intonse but simplistic- Slia 
boil eyed that all religions were 
equally good, and brought up 
ench of hor children in the faith 
of Its natural parents : Carbolic, 
Protestant, Buddhist, fetish-worship- 
ping or whatever ; the Jewish 
boy was sent ttt a kibbutv. to 
be rims lied. As for race, she 
was against it: her dream was 
interbreeding “until racial purity 
disappears. But I’d liko to see 
that happen through love, not 
hate . In the 19G0s she campaigned 
i the United States for human 
riRhts,but she was no supporter of 
““JJjJJPl a "new kind of hatred 

During tlte war years, improb- 
able though it muy seem Josephine 
worked for the French Resistance 
movement, smuggling messages in 
invisible ink into Portugal im her 
sheM-music When the Froe FrencJi 
landed In North Africa she became 
a lieutenant In the French equiva- 
lent of ENSA (she was buried in her 
uniform) and was decorated by do 
Gaul-Jo. But us soon as fhu war tyus 


solid acliievements log^ad t 
liououi cd, a worn but Kill * 
rcluiioifehip making sense ii , 
otherwise lonely pilgrimi* w . 
shiue. " Nostalgia Isn’t ntafa 
to bo " was a New York 
ditexn't describe this boa F 
Simone Signoret says, “I p? 
good memory. What I 

nostalgia That soumh 

f hi Iter after all. 


pluunciL Every rima she 
uiur sho collected another ocp 
unit] there wero twejv# W 11 ", 
four. Jo meanwhile 
Mlliutdcs with all tho WjJJ * 1 
nles mid pete ns well is uwj*r 
ron, nnd iriwl to nuke KtJL 
turning It Into a-G®* 
Disneyland and Lougw^' 
pleasure grounds, 
formanccs, n Jorema nt** j 
tracing Josephine'? JJj gtS 
a Mammna with Jos»Hne_ J 
Josepitine Square- , But 
the children 

knitting-wool, the ^ 

the door, 

was planning to » ua fJ - at^Tsl 
of Brotherhood, 

Milnndes, thep on wh«i 
then on a Yugoslayon^ . 
were at tlieir j 

she flew assort^ 
the Ailonlic w \ 

ncdy*s funeral 

cnee would bbfod fa j 

were rows vrfttt Jo. a e 
but went on 
Flnnlly Josephine 
“eight mod 
dragged her outahw-^ 
had her 

heart *«?<*?■ A 1 ? St 


reckons, his own alienation. Putting 
events into fictivo order is necessary 
to make sense of the otherwise dis- 
maying flux- And when Frank iins 
thrown away his life in a bid 
for glory it is no surprise to learn 
that he is toting the manuscript 
of this novel in his bag. 
Puzzled by the novel's opciting 
lines, the Major sends die script 
away for decoding. It is an apt 
tiouveau romancicr ' s moment, 
underlining a characteristic and 
important European worry over the 
irrefutable Europeanism of Marxian 
thought. And it leaves Marx, as it 
leavos tills French writer’s heroism, 
still to be decoded by a puzzled 


now ‘‘a sod o 1 o ev o r of essor re* “Some say, Cordelia, your nrofes- 
searching a theaUw prostUulion as o ^f uX ar0 R t S^ r £jgl‘ 

the victimless crime and worried b T®L.Jn 2 KL 

about losing tenure”. “Could they 

farer’who 0 ofice^robbeT'l? ' blnk ™r i S Teff nn Jhe sideline 
ns e nart nt™ Ids^ Hid n I d eicnl where he starred, having failed Cor- 
SntalJSl!** d «H a in her moment of need by 

SXlUr.’ The hook™ is Cordelia » iu “ h « 

~ I. nn ii nreicri,. The stvlc vecr« nntivnnn ltnv area 


Clunk click 


By Harold Beaver 

JOHN HER8EY ; 

The Walnut Door 
239pp. Macmillan. £4.95. 


John Hersey once served as secre- 
tary to Sinclair Lewis. The experi- 
ence tells. His sense of place (New 
Haven, Connecticut), his eye for 


A pure door, an essence. First 

i irinciple: Plywood sucks. Second 
aw: Veneer is Nixoniati—all 

cover-up. The door is being 
joined from tlte pieces of aged 
two-inch walnut . . . heavy in the 
best sense, like the facial expres- 
sions of Humphrey Bogart — 
tough, authentic, mysterious. 

But 77 /b Walnut Door Is llghtyvofght 
and in no ways mysterious. It Is 
as authentic as a ventriloquist's 
dummy, rehearsing the fate of 
student Fldeliatas of the Chicago 
1960s becalmed In the doldrums of 


Celtic.- actor -manager in an “artistic The style veers between liny area 
and coital itulon for those who ask Baroque and Playboy Pretentious. 
Who am 1 ", with a patter of para- The action is episodic, and structure 
do x leal wisdom recalling French *ere is none. Hie story is inter- 
movies of the 1930s set in foggy nmtent, intelligent and entertain- 

docklands. “ I give them paid active ipS- One problem ts the subtext, 
hot juicy love so good It could pass Though the narrator, Cordelia s 
for fake ?*, sho explains. idolater, is resolutely called 

able she cam come up wltn a feisty , unPt io “ sad” nnd “ innelv" 'are 

and endea /’* 1 I , B emi L“ hrain moi '° Jr ®quent than full stops) are 

,^r n ^ a f h™ HM more Hebrew than Hibernian. He 
damage. But what if maybe they^d id. , s the nico scholarly irresolute 

Then we <1 have to cure them. On Jewish boy, incapacitated and in- 
rare occasions too, the Johns get to fatuated by the equation shikse = 
answer back, notably wo physician lmrioc with which all nice Jewish 
after a hard uay at tne AMA con- b 0 ys were onco indoctrinated. This 
.ventJon-: Please, no kidding.' Not perhaps accounts for the relative 

on my money. Sister. This isn't your dearth of actual sex in the book, 
medicare situation, its my own When ho sings “ 1 ]eft my tnrt hi 
funds.” San Francisco", the strains of “My 

Cordelia Is no spring chicken, ylddishe momma” are heard oft- 
For one thing, she has a teenage stage. 


riiat, he ponders, does a man of 
cold nights and stove-warmed plot- 
dugs, or European dries whose dark 
noddles and narrow Khettoes re- 
member 1848, schooled ut the inevlt- 
•bllity of gradualism and the vety 


wuuy ot gradualism and tne very iwacaDoy is at ms won 
bog march to social change, think making a flush door : 
is doing in the putschiste heats This ls to be the Prli 

Into community 


enema, oncoants ana tmimatejy 7 -, - mww-w.w™. 

bags nis girl. Both are craftsmen, runaway. The only ploy for male 
Intent on every premeditated move, expertise (whether locksmith or 
Macaboy ts at his workbench. He is a P t ^ 10r ' 11 seQins ) I® woman as 


August Books 

.m .i.i l..| , ■■ ' I - 1 — ' " 1 « 1 i n . »iiii 1 I — - ■ 

Non-Fiction • 

TORMENTED WARRIOR 
Lutlendorjf and the Supreme Command 
Roger Parkinson 

Roger Parkinson’s penetrating portrait reveals a 
different man from tlie hitherto accepted image of the 
obstinate, obsessive, rude and ruthless gene ml, nnd 
uncovers the,tragic elements of LudendoilFs twisted 


Prince of Doors. 


By Anne Barnes 

S8RBNA BUB HIL8INGER : 
m life 

JOlpp. Hainlsh Hamilton, 


w u.v *.u.u v, t,uv,o. lE ls a comlc yoni% though( breezy 

and ponytailad as youth itself. For 
• . picking women, ■Ilka locks, is a 

•T1TT/ breath holding business. “Requires a 

.XX 1/ y lover’s fingertips. If you’re patient 

. you can barely feel the pin tumblers 
fascinated by the idiosyncrasies of tick into lodgment” until locks 
life in a small town which Loren ohek. With Macaboy, the con-man 


career. 


Illustrated £7,50 


takes for granted, and Uke all 
tourists she reacts by throwing her- 
self into the most accessible local 


charmer, who can burgle his ladies 
as expertly as he Can wa-H them 
In, locks always click. Safi-T 
Secwit- E Syst-M is embroidered in 


2* word “Community'' eohoes £ 

JjwHy through this description of * ?er so well 
jMccentric. New England village. “ d ^he 

J* women ate struggling to re- 
bJgMUh themselves after losing 
!:^r; husbands: one by death, too “J * 

I?. by-dlyoree. Loren kae mmted . SreavSmt 
^t'hiiflhnnH th* inninfol pereavemenr 


self into the most accessible local fa, locks always cuck. 6 
activities, which in this case are Securit-E Syst-M is embroideri 
good works In the Hbraiy and geri- B?ld on his back. Eddie is engraved 
atric parries. like a pledge over his heart His 

Neither of die two wdmen has threatenfna B world ^drrd^onlv^iin 

r. c „ h StocSSf Shttth’S.iiS 

12m? submission. Unlike Marcel's 
th ,SL W r imi BVe M tt wkfv prisoner, she neither cheats liii 

other so well nor would they have £ gone. She just surrs 
decorated the landscape so tellingly. /•* Macaboy. TesuS. 1 


His captive awaits him with dazzled 
submission. Unlike Marcel's sweet 
prisoner, she neither cheats him nor 
is gone. She just surrenders 
("Joeus, Macaboy. JeaiM. I- had 


,L. DercavcjiKHn. vuia* /avituva. 

j ® .F a iP„V" from their environment and 


and now finds 
house where 


them upon it. The village is full 


SBSPLin?** £T ' ueaa : ^°- With an Italian count. He lwcnme 

c«t tour - ^ ^ ia showbiz' biqgrm>hy tSrVK ,nd , paiiMed her so 

“Tl o£ ■ o* BJ Bionic superstar iher^S a S?l l sl I e Quickly had Europe 
tropic case history a^ sad as- Bes^e Smith’s o^iRh .America at her feet tis 
ma22* % Sk? most ar , Billie Halfday’s tryfog To 2 S , as P ^* s< Even the intellectuals 

n^ovmg.panti of the book. - ? U' t . Josephine Biter, was Vt P hn 8 rn &&*?.** « “symbol of what 


uniform) and was decornied by do ?“,? mAved inw 

Gauilo. But us soon as fhu war tyus l ’ ft ® 1 Jjjt in°Faris ^ a?SS* 
over she got down to ruulizlii|| her broSS-^A^ 


' pb'^ joseph iho Bater. was not iuni 

i 1 ! 0 * ttg 77 dlf Perhkp^ more in a trunk, but at the age of tWelve ; Qht J?, ^ tl 2 ? ^f a ? missin §- 

UCcUi atejy.tou ch Ing— is her account she hid. in on e in order to r etna In fnrf b «?, Ush f a of Jungle air 
poised .between with ; the Dixie. SMppew. a Mack heJur?Vn and 
uU .-middle'; classes and tlte haute,, road-show which had taken her on ■ i h S.« t,r ® d 'Spnospliwt of 

as a dresser on it? Remarque 

gfea --8 Sm^ 

^^ 3 ' ^ d0 |t JTBft : jo 


ample, with a fiunilv of four 
orphans, all different colours. Slic 
needed a base, and found I.<i S Mil- 
andcs, a ruined difiteau hi the Dor- 
dogne. She needed a husband and 
found Jo Bouillon. She also needed 
money in vast quantities, and that 
was more difficult because lier 
health had been undermined by a 
Series of scarifying infections and 
operations, and her looks were riot 
what they had been. Shu threw her- 
self into a whirl of conic-buck tours, 
leaping from several neur-dimthbcds 
straight back on, to the stagdr 

Some of the come-bjcks were 
flops, but .by this - lima she seupis 
to have gone slightly crazy in her 
determination tu do what she had 


•dsier and brother^ ^ 
children, and ' SJTliel^ 
dogs SHowW* f" JJL 
Hjihw 1 up 1 
it had just opened W 
she died- ; . . • ■ ■ ■. .| s &} 

Fuilhful Jo 
it was 

time rtaJa. hswSes 

story very well - ha JJ 

sionate fondness, « 1U . josflwjv 
dzes beyond 
could be diHicOUj Jjy 

speak true. 

One can only g^^u h?« 
upbringing ’ He S 

JKJ 


of people working otlt the same 
C'SurfawSS Problem. One old man thinks that 

N «« tree on fhe village gceen is 

lla *l : ?nA f J!i* 4 ne his dead 1 wife ; another neighbour 
frait/ne fo? finds so nuidi discord in her 6 wn 

*?r a reaMn to • opnn iect wirii att jtude to her house that she takes 


locksmith retreating from communal 
living and mlcrobus tours and poll- 


of people working otit the same (leal jamborees to this domination 
problem. One old man thinks that 0 f 1 ,^ ? Or the author- rfedudng 
the tree on fhe village great is ^0 explosive and inchoate Ideals of 


o^aE^n, Into tlds stillness comes 
SSrh- • lltle-khown niece of her 
a S husband, Her character is 
^riully formulated to be Loren’s 
, he!? ^Pporite. :■ While Loren has 
one house, almost 
• *5 'b^HJ 01, yeaj-s, Sarah 

hroughtup by a nomadic 
: dirtv* ? r? always on the move, 
repacking. “ She 
neveSl 6 ^ ^kyi). andlstardiul but 
*i >lt^ ’T^pofam ufaty .” Now,, having 
t ’US 1 ! 4 ft* abandoned married 
■; wok^ed cottage, she de- 

1 : fa °n community ’’ 

: Shaf^^^ly;.a,vailabje relative. 
■ Wing potatoes, then 

-'S' meal-making 

1 llw._-, ; .-r®-tO huAtlA -lim Jia- „in(>c 


one decade to the, amused redtal of 
a collegiate seducer ? Just as Jplm 
Hersey scaveligas the; effaota to be 


to eleeping in her car. Around derived fro# ttfa trendy clutter of 
these lonely figures the Seasons the 1960s, ao he betray' the serious 
ange, the buii<5oga orack and pro* shift among gg™ 

ssional sympathizers hover. , . tt.persohal pe^fetto fi ZmjmdfM 

Although everything is carefuijV ^eir^ok^SS ^9/0s: Fdr PIrsig 
jrked out to form a ShffewUhBShJp of any kind wu itsuf 

any twirls and turns, die novel is t otBl r engagement- wito. perfection 


these lonely figures the Reasons 
change, the buildings orack and pro* 
fesrional sympathizers hover,/ 


tnadic many twins ana ruros.iuc a . total 'engagement wim^neriflcpon ; 

move, still annoyingly simplistic, „ n d seif-perTectitm ; ^cliines werj ■ = 

“Sho time the neat symbols and sophi.s- not portents of industrial waSte r bjJt : > ; 

ui but Heated a-o? 8 ^fermicesjire hard to ^omselyes a means to nirvfaia. As ; ■ 


to persohal perfection, Zen and .tne . 

crhftsfnbnship of any Und was liteeH 
a total engagement wiBh.nerfacjJon 
and self-perfection • machines wero 


bear: some Trappist brotheri i,“-on 
the hill ”, a new comet , which has 


a fellow-craftsman, .Hersey realizes 


this. His Macaboy chips and shapes 
and planes his floor to the sonnd 
of Mozart and Bitch partitas. ■ Vet 
the inevitable effect of that . techno- 


foor to the sound 
bzett and Bich partitas. Yet 
nevitable effect of, that .teduio- 
il paragon 1 -is merely; ■ ■ another 
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The relief of solitude 


By John Mole 

JOHN .MONTAflUK : 

The Great Cloak 

6.1pp. Oxford Uuivurstiv I'rcss, 
£2.75. 

ANDRIiW MOTION : 

The Pleasure Sfen liters 

58pp. Manchester : Cui'cantl. £2. 


A new book by John Montague is 
likely in be more chan a gathering 
of occasional poems, Much of Ids 
recent work, though brief In its 
parts and often intensely lyrical, has 
amounted to a carefully woven 
fttbr/u, threaded with the rough td Ar- 
tur e of his province's liiMory ,uid 
the gender str.uids of persmial 
recollect in li. In such inviimruble 
poems as “ Like Dolmens Round AIv 
Childhood, The Old i’cuple" and 
* The County Fiddler ” lie ho* 
achieved a style in which apparent 
fragments of nuLnbiograpliy enlarge 
hn they nre read into a compen- 
dium of Gaelic culiurc : their scape 
is invariably wider thou it seems, 
but portentousness is avoided 
because the larger resonances result 
from thematic arrangement wlu’Ie 
the individual poems remain sborp- 
edged and particular. Even where 
Mr Montague uttempts a more 
declamatory .synthesis of ancient 
Hnd modern unrest in Ulster, as in 
A New Siege ”, he allow* the 
detail to accumulate, and avoids the 
eusicr path of rhetorical inflation. 

This gift for organization Is most 
apparent in his Infest collection, The 
at Cfotw, n persona] sequence 
or love poems in three sections, 


which opens with u concise -.tuie- 
iii on i of ilie “ ploL ": 

These pornu should not only be 
read separately. A married 'man 
seeks comfort elsewhere, us his 
nuiiTiage breaks down. Out ho 
ili.se overs i h at libertinism does 
not relieve his solitude. So the 
first seciion of the hook ends 
with a slight affair which turns 
serious, the second wirh tliu des- 
pairing voices of a disintegrating 
marriage, the third with u new 
and ernwtna reluti.imdiip to which 
lie pledges Himself. 

Such an explicit prose directive is 
perhaps necessary, in rliui books of 
love poetry tend to attract the pas- 
sing dipper and chooser who must 
be warned against his own casual 
tendencies, but it Is hardly essen- 
tial. Poetically, the great cloak it- 
self — Venus's mail tie — becomes an 
ninply effective unifying emblem, 
designed mid decorated bv the deve- 
loping put tern of the collection. Tii 
begun with, die iov e-chase (cloak of 
the huntress, who appeurs strikingly 
on the book's cover in a sixteenth- 
century woodcut), then the passion 
of mutual suffering and recrimina- 
tion (the cloak at flume, the poi- 
soned garment ol' betrayal), and 
in the final section of the triptych 
—■where the title poem appears— 
the clonk is wrapped around a new 
family, the druinatis personae of r 
personal redemption: it is “smooth 
and long to swathc/a handsome 
womau's body/ ... Or to encom- 
pass her lover/ as well . . 

Or when the baby is born 
To wrap the morsel tenderly 
Wliile beasts browse around them 
Naturally as in Bethlehem. 

However, besides serving us a 
means of gathering many aspects 
of love lowards a central metaphor, 
uic cloak is also a convenient device 
for absorbing a range of lyric styles, 
Lfcough la sotito cases barely justify- 
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iug them. The strongest poems 
shine in their setting with a chilling, 
contemporary immediacy : 

As the ihundorstorin 
hovers over thu car 
your hand roves 
over me, a frantic claw, 
ymir mouth clumps 
upon mine 

or u subtle, glowing capacity fur 
mis pen ding mere time mid defining 
permanence — an achieved Pent cable 
Kingdom ( die book is full of gentle 
beasts on the periphery of luinpj- 
ness, " cuttlo/sLooping in nver 
mist ", us well us turbulent correla- 
tives of betrayal which “move 
steal rii-./ily, coupling mid killing "J : 
Animals, neighbours, treading the 
pattern 

of ono time and place into history, 
like our early marriage, while 
mil windows looked down upon us 
I'loni walls flushed light pink or 
salmon 

watching and enduring succession. 
But the weakest pieces, which are 
mainly very short, add up to little. 
They have nothing to offer but die 
trappings of traditional prettiness— 
a fist trembling like a balanced 
butterfly, “Love's pollen" lying 
lightly on skin, “ tho friendly moon/ 
that overlooks/ our twinned desti- 
nies ", “ Love's invisible ink, heart's 
watermark " etc— or Gravesian 
cadotces which lack the master’s 
rouch and consequently sound 
rather mannered and derivative : 

No form of prayer is needed, 

When by sudden grace attended. 
Naturally, we fall from grace. 

Mere humans, we forget what light 
Led us, lonely, to this place. 

Even some of the better pieces 
which rely on delicacy of effect to 
make their impact are marred by a 
peculiar blend of evanescence and 
awkward crudity : 

li mil they fall npwt 
(Oh, the merciless creak 
of jealousy's film) 

in a wot calm 
like flowers after rain. 

It is not only jealousy's film which 
creaks mercilessly there, but the 
very conception of such a paren- 
thesis. 

These, though, are poems w)tich. 


in the end, can he banished to the 
cloak’s recesses. Fortunately they 
serve merely as the soft spots be- 
tween several excellent, moving 
pieces of which “ Tulismnn ”, “ In 
The Dark ", “ Lament ”, * Herbert 
Street Revisited ” and “ The Point " 
are outstanding and alone worth 
having the collection for. 

ilie speaker of the historical 
sequence " Inland ", wfluidi makes 
up die cciuunl section of Andrew 
Motiuu’.s fiivjt collection — The Plea- 
sure Steamers — mid with wliich he 
won the Newdiguio Prize in J37fi, 
traces die events whoveby be and 
rhe other members of a displaced 
seventeenth-century fonkud viilhige 
become “ struiigcrs/in our own 
land In the new viJilugc to which 
rhey have been moved by comntcr- 
eial pressures beyond their control 
“we wake further into the deep 
hW/we disown " and when the 
speaker revisits Iris old house, a 
mood of desolation is evoked tviih 
telling precision: 

Kcinemher the houghs that cocooned 
our room 

with shade ? 

Now through its windows their 
leaves spin 
in an airless cascade, 

and when T look in, T see no trace 
of the trust wc reached ; 
only In darkness, abandoned chairs 
in a posture of speech. 

Finally, the sense of oxile is com- 
plete: “we are/without past now, 
waiting for Lghts/to come on in 
foreign towns. ,r Most survive, some 


—like die village preaches- Jesse 
Sense — go under. Oiuy love, treated 
in the sequence with a brief but 


sensuous tenderness which matches 
Mr Motion's skill in realizing the 

S mrdculur physical qualifies or the 
en landscape ("fields must open 
to the water's s-lto-vc"), sustains and 
adds warmth to a blcnk story: 

Tomorrow, high tides will press 
our future from us 
back into cniptlnoss: 
so now, unpin your liuir, 
open your dress. 

"In land " is a considerable 

achievement in itself, but it be- 
comes increasingly interesting as 
one reads and rereads the poents 
grouped around it in the collec- 
tion's first and third sections. It 
can be seen as nil historical para- 
digm of Andrew Mot Inn's own 
acute sense- of isolation. |t v too 


Episodes in Eden 


By Blake Morrison 

n. J. I'NKICKTs 
Paradise Illustrated 

64pp. Clinttii and Windus with the 
Hogarth Press. Paper bnck, £2.50. 

" Agnostic ” was a ddscriptlon 
commonly applied to tho Move- 
ment group of poets (Larkin. Amis, 
Davie (tnd other New Lines con- 
tributors) with which D. J. 
Enright was linked and lau uched in 
the 1.950s. These writers, it was 
suld, were cautious, sceptical, “ less 
deceived ", and could find no room 
for God in their ontplrical scheme 
of things. For a generation of 
ugnostlcs, though,, the Movement 
writers were unusually preoccupied 
with religion. In the most famous 
Movement poom, “Church Going", 
Lurkin sought to Justify, if not the 
vwys of God, then at least the place 
of church. Amis was sufficiently 
concerned wil.li Jesus to write a 
poent asking him to take a "new 
approach ’’ should he " revisit us ”, 
Uuvie explored, and has cinirinuecl 


grounor ana paw Enright, *ho 
once • described . himself., as- <a 
VVeale ya n 'V has rewritten 
the l official version of the fall, 

. Enright of course, would resent 
the dragging out of that old Move- 


P^dsrf-and tih unshakable belief’ 
blindly following, each ntw scientific 

ifesf. SSf ?" ttp “ ,l1 . JUb 

-b Yl95 J}$58 t lO'.lind, drawings ' £4.9*1 August 24 . 
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rami't label. He has always been 
Ms own man” and the adjec- 
Hvos that have come Ills way over 
^Z^ rs Ti ulrky ' original, witty, 
sardonic— have, . nearly always 
drawn attention: to thB idiosyncrasy. 

V® e, i 1 ' l n po^y 88 « Phil- 

tf .nas most relished 
lllTuu 7 , s l'^'P'tongued, imfet- 

tfe* 0d ailE d ? flat !” g current pie- 
au?wil°i ten .u bri,slu * lg “P against 
SiJJriOnty in the process i " I pub- 

a J poem / /And dictators 
feed Poems)/ And a dictator 
if* “fr^vereiice has always 
BRjSf «ffong point— Which gives 
his 'entry mto tho field of religious 

myth a special, Interest. ' 8 

; iT^e title poem df PanuUte llltff . . 


iralcil occupies about Iwo-thiids nf 
the book, anti cnnslsi.s of a series 
nf short cjiiMities ill Kden— from 
the limning of the uuiuiuls, riirniii'li 
tlu- uming of the apple, to 
AdumVf death at the nitulosi age of 
O.in^ One of F.nright'N principal 
devices is to reconstruct tho biblical 
version of tlic Fall In co mom porn ry 
mid colloqiiiul forms. Adam mid 
V . vc are "two small upstart squat- 
ters ; the apple is " u (’ox’s 
a ran go pippin ’ ; the snuke is 
"Eve’s fancy liiun ", Lilith (so Kye 
accuses Adam) " the ouo you had 
before mo ". ICdcn has more rich os 
(ice-cream, hot water, petrol, 
money) than one could ever possi- 
bly need — u paradox which Enright 
explores: "If you wanted monev/ 
Money grew on trues/(But what 
could you do with money?)". So, 
too, the temptation of Eve must be 
rehandled in 1970s terms; the ser- 
pent’s ruse is., to tell Eve that she 
is a victim of Adam’s male chau- 
vinism: "It's a conspiracy of 

course./It's meant to keep you 
down/.,. He only wants to keep 
you dumb.'' 

There is nothing especially novel 
about this imposition of the cun- 
tcniptirary on biblical material (in 
parts of Crew, Ted Hughes docs 
htuch the same thing), and the 
trick can soon get tiring. But 
Enright does at least wear It is 
modernity lightly, refusing the 
opportunity to sermonize about our 
civmzntion. Punning and joking are 
the order of the day. Eve, having 
eaten the apple, exclaims, .** I have 
dono something original"; an 
®8>pB Adam telJs his heirs “ It was 
different in my day , , , People 
lived- for ever then " ; and when 
Adam tries to explain to God why 
he has taken to covering his naked- 
ness. there's a quick-fire Marx 
Brothers exchange: 

Ydu can git six months for Inde- 

• .cency, Lord. 
Wliats six months to you, you're 1 

immortal. ... -• 

The best people wear suits. Lord. ' 
YOu were die. best people, Adam-; 
The weather might change, Lord. 
Too right. It will. . > 

• fo'tMj fun-and-games Eden, MU- 


ss‘'» S 5ss,sf*| 

my hand on the brides ^ 

rl J ls mnrnil| 8. and hire n . h !’ 

of moss the match t j, * £rt, J 
Everything waiSfo^nJ^^.f- 
fur forward 6 to ( 

Heightening *!» awa^' 
being cast out of 1 

enduring landscJwi ^I'?^ 

un equally acute SWse ^ Q '«- 

human loneliness a 
miage throuahoat The ■ 

“at of distant m!' 
lights of late travellers 11 "i?* 3 
street lamps ”, ’ dS? 

drown in the river lit. ■ 

" U 3 h * from the emp^nCti 
in flukes in the Thame* •' 
iho pleasure steamer* wh'lft 
5y°" e -- -, 80 / out la die vur ’ 
etc. Each of these examples 
*?■» ® different poem and 
lvl, h the recurrence o{ week « 
as . distance N and "abm? . 
their cumulative effect li mi 
an insistent sense of allemtlaiL 
ns the details of urban 
landscapes are richly 
Altltough, at times, tibia u 
threatens to become predktriki 
is the tension between hhi 
of belonging to, and heinirArf 
out of, ijhe world be dwcri«ni2 
gives Mr Motion's work luidt 
five strength. It Is die tetsioah 
tween (to flake the tide crf«< 
the best poems) Inside and On, d 
it certainly suggests the m# 
sous which hove boon meitd 
the poetry of Edward Thonn k 
attractive, melancholy rettltu* 
animates his controlled stamaa 
whew in die final poem, 'b 
T.egucy”, he contemplate* kahd 
signing Iris furniture on to ttifa 
nr friends and then being rtfld 
again “transcribing luelflotn 
like shadows " die debt is uniat 
able. It is almost as if Ur Um ; 
had rewrlttCdi Thomas'i btflS 
“The Long Small Roojn* > l uh 
look at the two poems togratra - 
vide* a striking cxampls il> 
way a talented new poet cu-«i 
were — surprise with the Iraki 
The Pleasure Steamers is aniiph 
si ve bonk. 


tun's siilunmiiy inevitably utoj 
kmicking. Lea vis. it will »«/**? 
lured, criticized Milton w “ 
Grand Stylo uiul mtentw 
nntsinriiiy: Jinright, who oa«w 
l-euvls us u tutor, Inmiw* « 
criticism when ho *Hud©s ton” 
itise Lon. IX, 89: "7^2 
snake, the fittest imp g 
spoke tho Fallon Angel, . 
artful sound,/ So spake w* 
ullirei at ion's friend- *• 

times it is Bkh-JJ 
through all her works/Nfltu«P" 
sign* of woe'*— whoin BJ"? 


philosophy 


seems to be parodying- ! 

targets Bre oven bro®« |Mt 

theft: the most 

nf Paradise Illustrated t » I i,, 

whole of literature, i n °^ 2 

gunge itself, is a 

the full. "Simile 

ilie tools of Satan, T"^fr B niu«i 

'• that great non-tattler 

Is destruction— we ^ w j feJ , c- 

selves to rioath/In fir 

Wlioreau "silcncea 
survival". . . . ‘ : T-jai* 

• The irony of the ‘"Si d# 
Enright Is hinwelf : 

torer, prefoiriP| - y^giHf > \ 
poems (many 

Komcnne or somedtlnBL 5,* 

elaborated, artifae^ 5 ! 1 . 

sight to well-wrougn^^rt^ 
of the poems in 
Paradise 7/htfiraWJ. tp^ 
kind, somedmei *• JJ 

toncous, sonieritne* ^ ie0 
pression oi hatfogj 
dashed off. In the#* 


Koroful of^he 
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than irreverence^ art J 

weapon: “Ow’ night 

lieaven/Civo • rnt 

nightly s^bol » 
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The paths of deception 


By David Bazelon 


jjlSSEf-A «t>K ! 

{(Dr'S Choice in Public and Private 
Life 

pgpp. New York : Pantheon Buuk*. 

510-95. 

I find two subjects in this book, 
although the author would prob- 
ably say that one of them was in 
fact a method. In her view, die 
subject is lying and ethical analysis 
Is the motliod. For me, the latter 
too is a problem. 

We live in a made-up world. It is 
M t a scientific construction based 
nt fact and truth — although sonic 
of its worst artefacts result from 
enthusiastic efforts in that direc- 
tion. The amount of distortion in 
it—c&rclciis, inept, intended, uml 
otherwise — is so overwhelming us 
to characterize humanity itself. 
Kvcu among lovere, friends, and cn- 
workors, significant candour and 
truth arc occasional excursions in 
daring. Fact, when regularly 
slluwcd, is often dull, resulting us 
much from a lack or imagination 
as from any unsuspected onsluuglii 
of probity. 

There <9 no question but that 
fresh and unexpected truth, while 
often frightening, is just as often 
itriously exhilarating. This is so 
because whatever else It is, it i-s 
frequently a relief from some ' 
established fabrication. It can be 
wonderful to force yourself nr 
another to give up a worn untruth. 
So 1 speak well of the truth. But I 
cannot accompany the author so 
far as to say, as she does in this 
book, that no one should lie except 
on tne rarest occasions. And she- 
thinks that is the main thing to sny 
about the whole subject. 

She comes to this by way of 
definition, as well as by her chosen 
method of moral concentration. She 
defines die lie as an intentional 
statement, us follows : 

IVIkii we undertake to deceive 
others intentionally, •' . we. . com-' 
mumcate mMSogermaant to inis- • 
lead them, meant to make them 
believe what we ourselves do not 
believe. We can do so through 
gesture, through disguise, by 
means of action or inaction, even 
through sileuce. Which of these 
innumerable deceptive messages 
are also lies ? I shall define as n 
lie any intentionally deceptive 
message which is stated. Such 
statements are most ofton made 
verbally or in writing. . , . Decep- 
tion, then, is the larger category, 
and lying forms part of it. 

[Footnote] It is perfectly poss- 
ible to define “Ue" so that it is 
identical with " deception ”. . . . 
Fbr tho purposes of this book, 

, however, it is best to stay with 
the primary distinction between 
■ deceptive statements — lies — and 
. »ll die oilier forms of deception. 

She never says why she wants 
thh special limitation on the def- 
'MUon diet she is honourable 
enough to note It as one. Although 
*t is sufficiently disastrous in a 
OJJcujsion : of 1 lying — before ait 
■uoience, she also notes, that 
jwsnt really want to play (you 
n«va to force people to face up to 

I k? I ]J aWfeV ) — H is then augmented 
3 .the, moral emphasis and the 
"ihlfghting of intention and of 
•wietnent— which catches the edu- 


obliquely as possible. We may 
even gci sick ut the stomach trying 
to utter the truth. This context 
cunnot be finessed in discussing 
the subject of lying. Not safely. 


happens. It will lead in in wuik- lion, and we all lived in the same 
ing lives, family relatiuiidiips, part of town. It isn’t ; we don't, 
political practices. Worse, as an ill-advised moral 


And she does go over luimciuus initiative, 


slippery -slope 


phrase I) the distortion. elusions. Where she is most help- |»j« alone. But lei me illustrate. She 

>ul wi, k.. „ t hil, characteristically, is In bring- discusses lying by a government 

Within Itc n «.SS 0W U I s : ln B forth the complications of un- about the prospective devaluation 

K?,i n Thi -in dertoking falsehood, the amount of of its currency. 

?i . » e «T,V i , r r ? for^iflhi required, general nriscon- Such lies may well be uttered in 

ceptimis ttboiu the case of lying, good faith in an effort to avoid 

moial sniceiiiy is patent . ono has lhe costs o{ CO nvc-nilu]iaI fabri- harmful speculation and hoard- 


JSflfif- Z SJV42 ^»«Trte varieties of rat I ojialilza- 
„ o s C vi 5S i’ lion, and ao on — all important 

cal background St Augiisuno, Kant, preliminary considerations. Again 
Beiuham, etc. Moreover, as she again she proves how difficult 
finally poses the problem of her in- | y i n p ] s and then assumes she has 
qu.ry. after reviewing die absolutist 8 (, (fluently advanced the 

mid utilitarian systems, she is .in- diacusslon—whicli places this 
pressure : reader Just past the throat-clearing 

Uncertainty and im preriv ion stage. Again and again, for exam- 


imprcriMon 
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I; 
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g ood faith in ail effort to avoid 
armful speculation and hoard- 
ing, Nevertheless, if false stq La- 
ments are mads to die public 
only, to be exposed as soon as the 
devaluation or die new tax is 
announced, great damage to trust 
will result. . . . In addition, these 
lies arc subject to all the 
dangers uf spread and mistake 
and deterioration of standards 
thin accompany all deceptions. 

For those reasons, it is far bet- 
ter to refuse comment thun to lie 
in such situations. 

(See my observation above about 
encouraging lesser forms of decep- 
tion.) Later, permitting un individ- 
ual to lie under torture, she rea- 
sons: “It is unlikely thin the prac- 
tice of lying will spread because of 
the victim's He under duress." 

Sisscia Bok is an intelligent, 
accomplished woman. She is a pro- 
fessor of ethics at the Harvard 
Medical School, and has written 
about sticky issues like placebos, 
suicide, lying to patients, etc. Hot- 
background credentials are supe- 
rior : she is the wife of Derek Bok, 
the President of Harvard Univer- 
sity, and the daughter of Gtinnar 
Myrdal. Moreover, close involve- 
ment with tlic ethics of tho medi- 
cal profession — the only one with 
codes, including tlic Hippocratic 
Oath, none of which even mention 
veracity as a principle — could turn 
a worse sinner than £ into a mora- 
list. 

But for tlic sake of our suuily 
and esapimul shrewdness, wc must 
resist many moral impulses along 
the way, especially those leading 
immediately to richly fulfilling fan- 
tasies in which we mnslor vast 
tracts of human difficulty — like 
lying, or sleeping late in tho morn- 
lug. When one “solves ” so much 
by assorting and affirming, re- 


asserting and re-nfflrming, on un- 
newswortliy moral principle — a 

S reat big Everybody-Always- 
hould — whnt is happening is 
merely that the furniture of tho 
mind is being dusted, rearranged, 
or sent out far repair. No real 
analysis is taking place, since the 
conclusion is foregone. 

But moral values may also some- 
times direct our actions. X believe 
these inhabit a very different part 
of the mind from the more abs- 
tract ethical furniture. And with 
these values^ we are concerned 
with the feasible. Knowing what is 
best concludes nothing : what we 
need to know is die best we are 
capable of, then and there, uot the 
best in a prior script. In the realis- 
tic analysis of situations of choice, 
the etnica) perspective is not 
necessarily preeminent. But people 
who are , very moral In tone or 
write books about ethics always 
Assume that it always is, Otherwise, 
tfhey would ba wrJting Or thinking; 
abode historical: ' existence, , not ’ 

j^mrely^^pe ; ^ ’ ‘ 

^ What if Professor Bok had 


A professional liar : detail from one of a rogues' gallerv of confidence 
tricksters by Daumier published in Le Charivari during 1837. The 
famous doctor is planning a fraudulent new career as a homeopath, and 
tells his colleague how simple it is. "Here's a prescription that sums 
up the whole system : take a tiny grain of ... of nothing at all . divide 
ic into ten million molecules, throw one , just a single one of these ten- 
millionth parts into the stream . . and so on, ana so on — with the aim 
of extorting maximal payment for minimal medicine. “ The public, my 
dear fellow, the public is stupid Other professional liars celebrated by 
Daumier include the landlord urging glum prospective tenants to admire 
the "view " from a garret skylight, and the dentist assuring his agonized 
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i zj.* shoulder, on innocent stare 
r? 8 pained expression, than ever 
il»v av ® ma naged to gain with an 
Iworate verbal fabrication.) 

Il^i concentrating on the in ten- 
'detc Statement as He, she unavoi- 
Jftuws that lesser forms of 
;S, ri °n will be used more fro- 

^Totrir^S Pai,ied by * Bre#ter 

' tha^nhl 50 ^ereby falls to confront 

■ Mil ®omeno n of deception in 
; Ura 1 -S*' ^context— namely, that all 

■ l»mnanr C #. k ' a ^ d - £orthnefis between 
: of 8 s,,eat deal 
r* siatino .u m „ ere 'y uncovering and 

i f acts of the matter. 

bflUeva Ureamlng animal: we 
long we, want to believe, as 

^ Q ries ftntf 5®? : we Put togetnei* 

^ iwe^J? ot> a * d P lans fry 

Qpff “J?. out, as long as we 
- SW'S ceal fruth 6 finally 
UignlftcJl ^ fry.to “break it" 
... V phrase I), as gently and 


beset hard moral choices. The pie, she tells U9 that we shouldn't What if ProEessor Bok had 
more the intervening stops are lio because we might misjudge. But undertaken to talk about the broad 
multiplied ... the more room is that is a question of, difficulty, not phenomenon of deception, however 
left for bias, self-deception, even propriety. Again and ognin,, how- speculatively,, from- the .bottom 
sleight of hand. The methods ever, she allows the point to end ^ than . from th ? , “ P 

advocated within many moral up in her moral column. Just as down 7 How much more useful Cor 

STffii an^anawer iTSSE JS .SB dT^Mon°j I fgw'SSS 

BSJSSS. "on wha, value, are afl one nai«I.L be Wong., 


depending on what values are aji one might ue wrong., 
introduced at the beginning. And then, again and again, Fro 


of help, should originate with mining . mutual Lrust and other 
the actual choices people make, necessary things. UJiis is the slip- 
Tt should have to Ibok at the uery-slope argument, a standard in 


his opaqueness as to extended, con- 
sequence, find much, else in her 
book— including - a. measured dose 
of moral principle. Why did she 


hi whJch ple tfiey fin evaluate ^uch is *the" preiuniptiiTn chat we are ^rmid defence of hum emtee. Some 
by wnjen tney * . make talking about a personal evil that, people ■ believe— too' deeply to think 

SSTt. if SKS JW&-V "bout the m jffi-dtat .H 

J-Sre a S for cases, exam- ful personal example. It might gemiifo^, gdod. proceeds from rich , 
pfoH descriptions, of whut work If lying were a recent layett- sources ot inhoefencri. Tliese are 


answer t 
age in a 


■■ -aapwa- - 
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people whose response to discovery 
or (he evil of the world is to look 
for another inner rock rhsin mere 
]>erce]itEon of what-is, lu stand on. 
Maybe she is one of them. Especially 
in trying to face up to one of tlie 
most upsetting of human hud 
habits, noiMruth-telliiig, one des- 
perately readies for something 
deep bdcfc-tliere. Hut innocence is 
uncxperlcnce; and there just isn’t 
enough even of that to go around, 
after a while. Indeed, after 
puberty, you need a big house with 
some kind of wall nroutid it. This 
apparent devotion to innocence in 
n world newly sanitized by die best 
people, as the last desperate “ solu- 
tion 11 to the sLated evil, wouid also 
help us to understand why, clearly 
knowing better, the writer concen- 
trates, on straight-out intentional 
lying rather than the broader, 
more significant, full spectrum 
of deception. (Ac one point, 
she refers to the pathological liar as 
“harmless". Not In my experience. 

I guess she sees it this way because 
of the presumed absence nf evil 
intent on the part of f ‘ sick '* 
people.) 

Once you have perceived how 
common and how com pit- rely 
expectable non-truth -tel ling is, 
it is simply inadequate as a 
solution to urge abstention. Man is 
a dreaming animal who wants to 
get from one bad minute to the 
next good ana by use of his chosen 
method. Most of us have not studied 
epistemology, much less practical 
ethics. To an ordinary human liar, 
the truth Is just another story. And 
tu ail superior epistemologisrs I 
urge this reflection: the utterly 
examined life is uniivable. 

Deception — in all its myriad for- 
mations, from faked silence 
through calculated bumbling to 
shrewd miscomprehension and enre* 
tul mis-statement, all the way to 
the intense pud Indignant sincerity 
or the principled hignroLIer — is tha 
major form of modern puwer. It is 
used more readily, and dny-by-day 
with greater effect, thun force— 
which is an advance. A .:lety in 
which people character ..cally lie 
to rather than hit each other is a 
superior one, historically. If we 
stopped lying so. much, without 
reverting to violence, that, too, 
would constitute aootliur great 
advance bt the use and control of 
power. (The fotalitorians join force 
• and deception — terror and prop- 
agenda — and that Is how their rule 
becomes total. Also, that is why wo 
in America are so pleased with our 
separation of powers, whereby pub- 
lic government retains its iuomihi- 
oly of force, while most of the 
major lying J s carried out by the 
private corporations, with dm 
expert assistance of Madison 
Avenue and other publicists.) 

Lying being one form of power, 
considerations germano to the gen- 
eral slwiild be applied to the speci- 
fic. Power— 4 ' to be able "—is un 
aciual or potential aspect of all 
action involving two or more 
people. The opposite of power is 
not morality but powerlc&sness. If 
action Is intended In pursuit of a 

i , valuo » , *d«iuato power is 
required: otherwise, no action. 

Power Is not only and always force 
*1*“ deception — almost anything 
2E, b i°J n e,0 « lont: of it, iiicfudini 
good looks and good digestion— but 
J* “** i S vo1 H>rce and deception 
at any time. Or you lose. And the 
te* '“ponsipility in all this? 

•J where it always was, with the 

•mnta r k/°-jj S 1 act i ! T Rower - And, it 
«£* “ ddod ' s rith the acted-upon, 
•for his presumed, powerlessness. 


limi. Professor Bok limes Lliar “it rni -| ■ 11 

si? 1 he working weekend 

disentangled. The slieer energy the 

liar has to devote to shoring them -- — - - -—-■■■ = 5 rhe imagination— the opposite of of fnwne ->» t , 

up is energy rhe honest man can n „ . . ... .. whnt magistrates complain about surh Ij VD,C cs " Th.. t 

dispose oF freely”. Besides, when By KetHl Walker when they condemn a work to be awfuI Mb®!’''-- 

everyone else 15 lying, a sharp d«se burnt.) .jJ r * p?f IOBS «f drift,. 7 

ot the truth can be marvellously . /’n ®' vays t a n inter"* 

effective. ioiin iti-niv • ... int , e, ? st w >» 'Jim'’ id one, Rcchy talking akur v 

,vl“ch is%S i ii l, ?, l nder!.l-|l od“|'V T1,c S ™'" 1 0, '"" w (mEf lITlhS Kre J 

M-m, w. Allen. B. 

from" King' 0 ProfMso? r Botf ''advrT- Lllwrace is nnyriilng in K„ ty) end -bout Gay Ub«2 **f'V 

cates. C^nce the ubiquity of docep- T f ^ ee P^fccts and many Inferior T" 11 * hnw- homosexual Situation. d » 

tion is appreciated, mid also its officers 111 the household of the tlie nakedness of the exposure Since The Sexual o,„i„ . 

central relation to power, and the emperor Elngubnlus, Gibbon relates, Qt ll, . ls obsession lends tlie book a the nature of thlnoi . n >'.1 
need of power to achieve one’s pur- ww® recommended to their posj- / a w . «« TO> without w h i ch it find many lieterosXi] 

poses, especially including high , “ n * V cnornutate iiKMororufii ” *L ,,"1 ?. S? r, S! u i , Ir f . 18 • s }' 11 0 wiH make little coSSa/^i 

moral mimosas, fhe i c «im rl.>«.-i» An analogous quantitative yardstick !9. U B way _hcjund. Rechy s first hook, last parts exconr t„ -IUtt 


of the truth can be marvcilously ■■■*■ " ■ ■ ■ * 

effective. joiin itBCllV : 

But tlie nccasionni uses of truth, T j q cx „ n i o llt i nw 
which is certain ly under-utilized In * _ , llt ' n , w 

this modiocre world, do nut un- 30/ pp. W. II. Allen. £5. 
der write the level of abstention 


poses, especially Including high ,lu,, s wiwkiuwi: myuu,, u , «... , 

moral purposes, the issue clearly Al1 *'i»«logous quantitative yardstick 
lwnnm»s — which lie tn tell. when, la Suggests itself to describe John 


cnonnitate memororum 


becomes — which lie to tell, when, to 
whom, and for how long ? For self- 


Kacliy’s fictionalized “ 11011 -fiction " 


ivnvm, anu for now long r I- or sell- a . ; - - i- •■muuiun or " leiyd an 

relation, the issue is much simpler account of a “ true spectrum of the ' V H ° , male hustler, and places” J n California f 

hpcni.ep in that ihn-e i« ue t n n f homosexual] promiscuous ex- n » oved oy its often powerful applies to heterosexual*' 

■ - • • - PAHranra nn A In „l,„li».. ni. nntn nL_. ?, UBls 


because in chai there is, as vet, no I homosexual] promiscuous ex- °y J lt . s often powerful applies to heterosexual? « 

action, only preparation for it. The perience", three days and nights in nn< * , nl ”'hty to create homosexuals. That the Liu'** 

worst liar deceives himself first, % of Jim (“sometimes Jeny, |J' ei J , .9 ra 'ply comic characters. Clip where spend a dknrnm flE ^ 
He is a victim of high morality or sometimes John **) alias John Rechy. °J 'y , g/it was overwritten and pro- amount of their tlm. 

low ftiMiiiKle. Olio should never lie Here is whut “ tho sexual outlaw 11 | ei,L,m| s, tno > “ I,r S1 ! ,C£? then Rechy boiuosexuals is of cnurJ nari *'. 

10 oneself— whar an indulgent Performs or submits to between a l,4,s progressed to Llie dizzy height there is a strong runlm 

«w«c rime I— except when tlie Pnaay morning and tlie early hours a teacher of creative writing at in tills book that Reck* a} 
truth is iiubearahlc or unintcrest- the following Monday morning in “ ,e university of California at Los protestations to 
lug. And then, even in that inti- Los Angelos. (I do not guarantee Angeles, and his novels have become cherishes his stam« m® 0 ®*# 1 

always to have counted correctly, mote consciously arty. Thus The tuid wouM ~S*i5 a * 


J" 1 ? ,is , hook that 
protestations to the X'| 


mate circumstance, rhe hue issue, 
once again, is — which lie? how 
long ? 


or me loiiuwing nionoay moriniig 111 7 — 7 ;v. — ----- r ... 

Los Angeles. (I do not guarantee Angeles, and his novels have become cherishes his statu* m 08 ? 8 
always to have counted correctly, mote consciously arty. Thus The and would rearet lit 
It will be noticed that the voenbn- Sexual Outlaw begins with quota- the face of Ls 
lary for gay lovemaking is parasitic t,0 ' ls Camus and Melville and sexual liberation 5 1 fliuW-'' 
on that of heterosexual loveinaking.) ends with a satisfying nihilistic he disapproves so srr^Ji' 

Jim “fucks” (sodomizes) six times downbeat: ao ^ ongl ?.^ i 


tilings 

aren’t 


? jsrgt± °: h eSr^%ou y ?s juts i»s s “es 

indulging metai.hysic.1 disre,. 


just indulging metaphj 
pect for the truth. 

a You cannot possibly 
right lie, etc, without p 


S .ca, aisres- body „ ouce; - m ike7 sex " once 1 
masturbates (?) once, performs 
choose the sixty nine ” four dines ; is rejected 
?rceptiou of five times ; Is “ rimmed ” (signifying 


up. But near-perfect abstention in 
order to help create a new moral 
community? And all this from the 
ordinary nervous world citizen who 
may rend a book like this ? I don’t 
think the nuthor reallv believes it 
onv more than I do. She just 
thinks It is the right thing to say. 

1 prefer the truth, my best cur- 


someone else seven times. It is no 
surprise that JIm/Jorry/Jolin drinks 
protein from a flask seven times ; 
eats **a fistful of vitamins" four 
times ; exercises with weights four 
times ; takes amyl nitrate five 
times : and takes other drugs, all 
jo revive his flagging energies. But 
ill case the reader's interest sags. 


fully out. . V..W kui ions restut of the iftj, 

Sftll shiitlcM from t]le ni llt . s p.0^'^, 
hunt, Jim stares at tlie garage At Li nr t u a 

There i, n r El 1 b “ rb f d Wj ;T- , SnES te'Sgfe 

M 18 * b05ic rl!hul * h 


E-i-*S »« it, but ,h« irp»;.tly ihereTre'imereotoe -n3LS> 
fend 1 , bllV con sequent^’ '“J J^-e the » lu ^ „C s „c ktug ra d fude- 
reduced ambition for leadership. I 11 B8° ason - 

could, of course, convert my inept- ^ UQn 5 tatdve IT,easi,re > t ^ 1,s 

itude into a virtue and take tne mnrndion seems to rate 

high moral rond of urging honest ? 8h y ' A,1 4 yef The Sexual Outlaw 
truth-telling on all but the rarest Lli 0t arotic ’, and is 
□ccaxiona. But, no, I cannot, . 1 W°Vi^!«fu ,,, «S inb ^ r °^ ll S 
Because I woii]^ feel c» impelled to ,,f st 1 Va 1 Light- The youngmen “ 
Jiniur out to mv rwiders thin the . c,y s 0,vn curious woitl) Jim, 
gnudlus promised tli ere from were f lc ’ . cl,c<M,Jircj ^ (sometimes It is “ a 
not 11 pt in conte along any timo 5 ai,c,,um ® younfiman ", occasionally 
soon : simple intellectual candour n ,i' e , ry , haiidsomo youiiBiuan ") are 
would roquire that. So t would not sn , r ,t,y characterized as to be as 

ca•lle^■•■lla mn.-nl » OlUiCUlfi QS fl rubber model filled 


Wilde writes from prison 

Out of the bonk which my wife has sent— 
Murray’s Berkshire distressingly bound— 

Has fallen the bill for our meal at Thame. 
Strawberries, sunlight and Russian tea 
Are what 1 recall twelve shillings bought : 
h liver pieces that failed to gain 
The smile for me a serving-girl won 
By frankly adoring the lord. 

Hadn’t 1 been the first to believe? 

Obeying your beauty, 

Converted at sight, 

Until 1 became 

Judas betrayed by Jesus Christ. 


substitute' moral assertion for a 


real iinngo nf tlia wnrld out-thoro. wit 5 ,’ vnrm wat8r - (Yet a rubber 
For 111 o. that would ha the cost! lost ™ ode * same people on, and 


For 1110 , "that would be the costliosr 
lie of all. 

As I suggested, Sissela Bok has a 
wnrld m-there to honour. Uor 
defeuco of innoceuco is perhaps 
clearest where she is most at home, 
with teaching. " While every field 
lias its share of duplicity, most do 
no; tenc7t it ", she says, in her 
chapter with the title, ^ Deceptive 
Social Science Research ". I teach 
now nt vl lesser university thnn 
Harvard but as a student I 


the essence of pornography may be 
ill ut it leaves almost every thing to 


Michael Levey 


The prophetic vanguard 


Harvard “bu'r'T, By MattheW 

S d .ni iv f A « b af'K Montagu-Pollock 


talking about. I think it was — - - - - 

taught— and very badly. - - — - 

Presumed innocence is not, good GUV H0CQUENG1IEM : 
education. Teaching impossible Homosexunl Desire 

miseducadon^fS* deSratio Tra,,slated by DanieIla Dangoor 

— • J l ~~ nil.... . n j n...l«, ce )C 


object It is afraid to desire. Tt too much and is .iuiIni e . resl .^S 
would be easy to fit 1 I 10 Christian others. But seen from w«*“ 
tradition Into this scheme. Its roots angle, it Is precisely lack of 
are at the same time Platonic- love which prevents hi j Io« W" 
homosexual and Judalc-rcpressive, overflowing to those 
and while die church has always This lack Freud holds_r«P^ p |' 


HauuHtu. poivermssuess. ally appropm 
M| V*1 t™* 8 matters, people like to vary helpful 
tails about ends and _ means : the P®ople in th 


saifie people, many of them, who 
liave understood all they need to 
understand about power through 
Lord Acton’s dictum. But Acum 
could as well, or even more to the 
point, have said— powerlessness 


/ reason 

• ^ ^ ^ ^ **“■. « st ’ 


ally appropriate. But , it would, be 
v.my. helpful to instruct young 
people In the varieties, of decep- 


144pp. Allison and Busby, £5.25. 


tion, especially if the Ideals .urged l n 
nn them are to be acted upon in Ha 
this world woven of lies its well as on 
truths. Moreover, ns a professor, tht 
Sissela Bok couldn’t possibly “ c 
preach against lying— not in any els 
adequate analytical detail— without inf 


Homosexual Desire, 


and while die church has always This lack "Freud !»!<». 
strongly disapproved of homo- for a failure to nrtga s BPg . 
.sexual acts, the language of rlie narcissistic stage to - hete rc541 
mystical tradition, of Christ as the genital sexuality. 
bridegroom of the soul, has a strong • -• . j.L.a 

homosexual element. Hocquenghem iS- wr ,^Vf,Tad‘! 

w . . feeling very dubious e^aul 

What is repressed or marginal In partitfonlng of sM“ al 't.S* 
conventional society oftmi re- legitimate and illegitimate 

appears^ a symbolic form at its .sism. IIo commems: 

sexuality expresses 
some aspect or 8esr *Tj|at 


cquenghem 
the anxiot 


***** Bj VXUj - , 

quotes a psychiatrist cen jre. This Is un idoa that lias been 

1 Fnl* U., .4 mad A dlrrrtnh In .,,.1, 1 i i 


ing that you arc going to toil me 
8 wonian, 


revolutionary person 


^ ^ eEen %g tne desire (which most people 
r e vary '“T bflwe ) and socially defined 


Z~„s ir , . itnimiiunury person ot tne ^-resBafe,. 

ioc a woman, derives hi i cnncentuul clear that Freud, m 

eter’^ Tluira ■; jBW gy .’ r Qm t tfl ° .Mgrriw herit- new therapeutic syst^ W&B- 
gap between ® L nd ‘j 18 Lacan lan beratcly ignored A 

most people T^ 1 ^^' 0l on 1 of Freudj and from Plutonic tradidon ^ .^Bod 
Bllv defined and Guaitari’s L'Anti- .gap at the cen tre. iu^^l# 

Oedtpe which is referred to irritat- practice of the develf 6 ^ 1 


IhiaBe.pf the _ world, somehow, spme- does 


only the re- 
homusexiinl 
iry upsurge 


HocquongJiom^J 1 ^ $ 


e tear 4 of homosexuality: why rtJ , in a revolutionary upsurge Hocquoilgiieni 4 m s®^ 
the mere mention of the word will make society whole. Till then, it neglected question F“ 

CmSmarid k T d Sn^ t n^° ra ! S? g S r », ,off roaction s of recoil- and J* n ve a worried, paranoiac reia- significance of , h ®f£nol gj 
"2 T - T l* la , d P to not h * t8 ? l ’ ort to. homosexuality, indeed, to Fraud the pttMwi d *L v uot«eA 

•••« * the roots of desire. This Wm he tied as heis t>| a 

aT1 , . A commonly expressed argument combines mih a Fuuricrlst anarch- Iieterosexull ^ 'h«^* ISft •■ 

• ^a de7l--wS P n'ir F f ft u«, ra ity ^ i. ha ^ 3 homosexual impulse which !£\- fo £ tIf,ed by dos « of the psydiolMlcal 

iS not f is basic to our natures is reoressed twe nuerh- century tneor*sts of per- which homosexuality 'Jjf. 

so *“t our feelings are helplessly evolution, so that all aiitho- Hocquenghem Jjj 

— ^ lhv srriutiiri.. - tJ le fledinal family, sexuals represent 


monent revolution 


■ bntc0jpe, . Indeed, the.! ..hviuvMinji. ■ .1*' to recognizable or avowed^ homo^ Uilder su «Pi«on. 




mo pnoitacratic society, and even society represses, "*^ r et*K^ 
revolutionary organizations, come praphetic v*h8 uar _ j WnmuenffS 
under suspicion. of desire. 0 K» » S 

. one has to adjust one^ ^ g. 

Ac the root uf a homosexunl : toparntiirvy 1 As , to 

according /n Freud, Is : commg 


■ . *t*uiu hi, . uu « mg . ■ tne 

.Confp^fcpn . of ^ unnecessary ■ dcceW 

,-i * V^ !r‘ i .j ’ r ?i $ r : . "• * i •• K-- n.‘ 


*5St Is^wdt- ataSofS*’- : ^itS-rar ‘of "’bcInR t^ C root of a homosexual :' top?y*jtdrvy 

^«i^ d « d „'t® = Spat •SS%JS£Tf £ ; 

Lyin3^. y ‘ PW , of following. Freud the pianoiM ta rm. The Narcissus of more S'fi'Sw 
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Incantations of the self 


JACQUES LACAN i 

The Four Fundamental Concepts of 
Psyeho-Aunlysls 

Translated by Alan Sheridan 
290pp. Hogarth Press. £8.50. 

Ecrits , 

A Selection 

Translated by Alan Sheridan 
3J8pp. Tavistock. £12. 
le Stoiioalre 

{.e moi dans la tltcorle de Freud 
et dans la technique de lu psych ana- 
lyse 

374pp. Paris : Seuil. 


Does Jacques Lacan exist fex-slht) ? 
Twenty-four volumes of his Sd in bi- 
stres have been promised by the 
Editions du Souil ; some have 
gjrwdv appeared, and are being 
translated. Hia writings trails) 
ire available ( ob-tenables ) in botii 
French and English. The Sd/uiu- 
aires, howover, give more evidence 
of in-sistenco tnnn of ex-sis tence. 
The style Is choked, bombastic, and 
arcane; and the books read like h 
parody of French intellectual nia li- 
ners. Despite the credence given to 
Dr Lacan's ox-sistcnce by the gul- 
lible Anika Lemaire, it is easier to 
understand these volumes as fiction 
than as cold rapportage. The por- 
trait is of a mind pursued by 
delusions of grandeur, from time 
to time imagining Itself as u 
kind of reincarnation of Freud, 
rambling from theme to theme 
and from symbol W symhol 
with little connecting thread other 
tliBii the all-pervasive ** I ” of paira- 
noia The Irony is heavy, and indeed 
the portrait seems far too emphatic 
to be real. It is not hard to discern 
the satirical intention underlying 
flr Loan's ** theories ”, or to apnre- 
ciaro die Imitative ■skill 1 with -.which 
they are expressed i 
Tbday then I must keep' to the 
wager to which I committed my- 
self in choosing die terrain m 
which tlie object a is most evan- 
escent in its function of symbo- 
lizing the central lack of desire, 
which I have altrays indicated in 
a univocal way by tlie algorithm 
^ ). I don’t know whether you 
can see the blackboard, but as 
usual I bnvc marked out a few 
reference points. The object n in 
die field of vision is the gaze. 
After which, enclosed in u chain 
• bracket, I have written: 


(os=(— <p) 

(The Pour Ftmdamental Concepts) 

One can almost hear the squeak 
of laughter which accompanies that 
imal jab at the blackboard. The 
1 u?i of rectitude and un assail - 
ability which pervades these 
volumes reminds one of Dr Sell re- 
.-P*! but Sohareberia frankness is 


^object of recent TLS controversy : 

PN Review 

1 'qiiarterly edited by Donald 
Jw**. Mic7iflpl Schmidt and C. H. 
“Won, has a fine record of new 
retry (“ The selection of poems 
^Bjatremely impressive ”, TLS), 
^ays (“ Fiery stuff and highly 

controversial . , . livelier and 
2J positive than atty other cur- 
SSJ Magazine . . . offers ", Birm- 
*\.. lai, l. Past )> reviews and inter- 
i6WS(< [ the emphasis is on defi- 
ta^? ns towa rds a new poetic in- 
wilgence**, Sunday Times). Our 
is to place poetry back in 
. mainstream of cultural exper- 

^tn^ 0 — Age ita ' £orca 


- Avpu Bsjj 71^°" Ro ^ d * CJevedon, 


absent, as is his clarity. Hie riniiin- 
ations cover most topics of ItliicIi 
intellectual fashion — Snussiu-inu iin- 

S LUstics, Freud, Marx and Hegel, 
inibaud, Lautr£amont and rhe sur- 
realists — and arc pervaded by in- 
comprehensible matheinntical de- 
vices (usually called, in defiance 
of any mathematical meaning, 
“functions” or “ algoririims.") 

It is important to explain how this 
anonymous satire should have been 
taken seriously. Miss Lemaire’s 
worthless study (which reiterates 
in Lacanian jargon a message that 
can be expressed in no oilier way) 
lias been “translated" (if iliat Is 
the word) Into five separate lang- 
uages. Moreover, the Parisian intal- 
lectuel establishment, which has 
perfected the manufacture of intel- 
lectual commodities so fur as to 
secure a permanent balance of con- 
sumption in its favour, seems deter- 
mined to sustain tho Lncanian 
myth- There is good reason. Fouc- 
ault has conquered the realm of 
social thought, and Barthes tho 
realm of literature. To extend tho 
method Into the jungle of psycho- 
analysis is to capture all that fash- 
ion acknowledges in the studies 
called “ humane ". Consequently 
each of the Trinity Is sustained by 
the acclaim accorded to his fel- 
lows. It is true thin some nf the 
more outrageous of its prophets 
have fallen into disrepute, umi now 
reside, far front the intellectual 
excitement of the Centre Pompidou, 
purveying their mantle gibberish ji» 
- wandering scholars. But in Paris 
the fetishism of the intellectual 
commodity prevails, and requires 
this Trinity to sustain it. _ If Dr 
Lacan does not ex-sist. it is still 
necessary to in-vent him. 

The most appealing feature of 
Lacnn's Incantation is tlie alchemi- 
cal transformation which it effects 
in the science of linguistics (a 
science which appeals more to those 
who do not understand it than to 
those who do). The attraction of 
alchemy needs no comment : it is 
the attraction of a science which 
requires not learning but Initiu- 


By Roger Scruton 

fur as it U iistrlf only pure furic- deli vi-rcd, but which i-. dearly mount 
tion of the signifu-r, the iilgurillim in represent the hero’s contribution 
can reveal only the structure of a rn tlie life of the outside world — 
signirier in tin* transfer. un inicllecmul equivalent of Dr 

Our here gathers confidence, hnw- Sdirebcr’s activities as judge). This 


aver, when lie notices tliut liurre is 
an anagram of arbre: “Let us iako 
our word 1 tree ’ . . . ami see how 
it crosses the bar of rhe Saussurian 
algorithm " (urine - cuilavre ? |. 
Eventually, he decides to interpret 
the bar os a sign of tUvision, so that 
the “ S " and the “ s " become quasl- 
nuxnerical symbols. From this point 
on he can declare himself in terms 
which — while they necessitate a 
reinterpretation of the entire Holds 
of I Ing ul sti cs, arithmetic and 

dassdcal algebra— provide him with 
a perfect symbol of intellectual 
omnipotence : 

What we htive been able to de- 
velop concerning the effects of 
the slguificr on the signified 
suggests its transformation Into: 


We have slawn the effect a not 
only of tlie elements ot the 
horizontal signifying chain, but 
also of its vertical] dependencies 
in the signified, divided Into two 
fundamental structures called 
metonymy and metaphor. We can 
symbolize them by, first : 

f(S . . . S')SaS(-)i 

that is to say, tho metonymic 
structure, indicating that it -is the 
connection between sign! Her end 
signifier that permits the elision 
in which the sfgnifler installs the 
laok-of-being in the object relation 
using the value of 'reference 
back '■ possessed by signification 
In order to invest it with the 
desire aimed at the very lack it 
supports, . , , 

I quale at (length In order to 
exemplify the style. Well mi git the 


is the rheory nf the " mirror stage 
In addition to its dramatic signifi- 
cance, os u rationalization of the 
hero’s narcissism, it is ahn worth 
discussing for its own sake, since it 
is tlie only aspect of Lucan that can 
be made intelligible in an idiom 
that is not his own. 

The theory arises fruiu n com- 
parison between the Freudian and 
Hegelian concepts of tlie self. The 
Freudian theory, which construes 
tlie self in terms of conflicts first 
experienced in an infant world, is 
superficially not un-like .the impres- 
sive parable of tho master and slave, 
through which ITegcl illustrates the 
“I wont" of infancy launched on 
its dialectical process towards solf- 
as-othcr in tha mature adult man- 
Lacan has a comic way of express- 
ing the move from “mire subject *’ 
to " objective spirit r ’ : it Is the 
first “Ah Ira 1 ” of die inf nut storing 
In a glass. But there is no ncod to 
represent (lie transition so nnivoly. 
Hugo I construed It in terms that 
wore at the same time logical and 
historical. The parable uf tho muster 
and slave tdiows what self-conscious- 
ness is ; but it also shows how it 
arises. (The being uf self is also 
its becoming). The tu and fro of 
power between conflicting wills has 
its resolution in society, in the 
recognition of the other ns end in 
himself, and hence in the recogni- 
tion of self and other as bound in 
a common law. It is only at that 
stage, the stage of the fully political 
being, that the truth of the 
inFantilo cry Is enacted. 

The similarity with Fraud derives 
from two features, from the loca- 
tion of the primitive force hi 
Infantile desire, and from the 
recognition of the self as u social 
product, as an inner representation 
of external laws. But can the 
analogy be taken further ? Tlie 


expertise, The attraction of lingula- 
tics— in particular of that general 
science of signs foretold by Saus- 
sure — is titat it gives the illusion 
of K method " to the ancient skills 


Is the bar really a sign of division, unintelligible rhapsody phot follows 
tkmiiscloiica therefore in which tho ” of approximate equality, Dr Lacan’s “ Ah ha! w clearly 
£S ' wtolfy nSbbr claim ,.U« “8 , . . S?” of a -matfiepwticvl meant to invite our scepticism. 

SWtiie.%S attnwtim 5f lingufi- •ertesV- At- - 'fm . mmmm Never thelesa he regards gw com- 
tlcs—Sin articular of that Beaeral jr«y foe mAmerged in die Wlarioua parlson as central to hls foteLlecnial 

flow of tffe prose. iBuq rwe sowi -enterprise, which - is, to put it 
find that we must answer them in crudely, to show tha absolute truth 


the affirmative. All meaning has 
indeed been reduced to an equation 


of prophecy and interpretation. It indeed been reduced to an equation 
is hardly surprising, therefore, if 8nd » j n solution of lihls equation, 
the alchemy of linguistics (which tho signified is found to be identical 


the alchemy of linguistics (which 
lias nothing to do with the science 
of linguistics) should lie at tha 
centre of the modern Hermetic art. 
And it is tills art that is satirized 
by the creator of Lacan. In one of 
tfie imaginary " dcrits *’ (called " The 
Agency of the Letter lu the Uncon- 
scious of Reason since Proud ”) 
we find something called an “ alg- 
orithm ” and attributed to Saussure : 


Mi. me square root of minus ego : 

S (slguificr) .. .... 

— ; , ii, - r’ -s (die staioment), 
■ (signified) 

with S=(“-I), produces s™V— I. 

{Ecritf, page 317) 


» find som^hfog JSlTd « »al^- 

ithm "and attributed to Saussure : Jj JJKe fc^SifobfoS 

To pinpoint the emorgonco or (= a ) and the existence) is after 
linguistic science wc may say that, ail no greater than tit at between 
as in the casB of all sciences in Freud and Fraud. 


the modem sense, it is contained 
In tlie constitutive moment, of an The writer's, dead-pern tone can be 
algorithm that Is its foundation, gathered from the extracts. Whether 
This algorithm is *b following: this is the most effective way to 

S satirize Intellectual fashion may be 

4 doubted. Nevertheless, there is 

which Is read as: tlie slgnifier something highly persuasive la the 
over the signified, .’over’ cor- Implications that the obsession vvirti 
responding to the bar separating eymboQs is no more than an elator- 


crudely, tn snow tne absolute trutn 
and validity of everything in Freud, 
and the identity of doctrine between 
Lacan and his master. 

In fact the compurison with Hegel 
ia incompatible) with such an enter- 
prise! one must again suspect tho 
author of an Ironical intention. Tlie 
essence of Hegel’s theory is didst 
that tho truth or reality of the 
infantile axparlence (of the primi- 
tive “ I want ’’) can be understood 
only in terms of the mature reali- 
zation towards which it aspires. Tho 
infant's gestures of desire are 
fierce, but unformed. Their nature 
resides in their trios, and that teloa 
is not available to the infant 
consciousness. It consists, rather, in 


the mature forms of Iranian life 
and society. It Is to those forms 
that one must look in order to 
duccribe the reality of llic infant’s 
desire. That theory is tho exact 
opposite of Freud’s, who wi shed to 
see in infantile experience the 
paradigm (what Hegel would call 
the " truth ”) of all later emotion, 
wliat the adult is reaflp doing, soys 
Freud, is enacting an infantile 
jealousy. What the child is really 
doing, says Hegel, Is making an 
Inarticulate gesture towards the 
bond of society. No two attitudes 
could be more opposed. For Hegel, 
wc must understand die child in 
terms of tlie adult ; nothing other 
roan moral confusion comes from 
the attempt to understand tlie adult 
in terms of die child. 

Freudolatry is In deefline, and tills 
portrait of a hysterical disciple can 
only serve to discredit it. Through- 
ou t the Sdmmuires die tone of evan- 
gelical fervour and morbid self- 
involvement endures unabated ; tiie 
only respite lies in the passages of 
staccato dialogue whore Dr Lacan 
Fights off Ids questioners and foes. 
But what is tiie content of Lacan’s 
theory ? As ilhc author demonstrates, 
the view of the unconscious as a 
“ language " Is worthless until sup- 
plemented by a proper theory of 
language, without that addition, 
it In cans no more than that 
tlia unconscious is susceptible 
of interpretation (a view as 
ancient as civilization itself, and 
common property to all whose inter- 
est lies In die creation of myth). In 
effect, Lacan Is tiiown to add noth- 
ing to Freud ; the some theories, 
mid even tlie same examples, lie 
unchanged beneath the ruffled sur- 
face of his prose. 

The author’s instinct is surely 
sound. Devotees of Freudian analy- 
sis dislike scepticism, greeting it as 
it was greeted by Freud, who, pre- 
sented with a dream winch seemed 
to refute his wi&h-fulfSLment theory, 
replied : “ No : your dream is an 
expression of the unconscious wish 
to refute niy theory.” It is uncharac- 
teristic of a Freudian to. engage hi 
' anything so low os collecting evi- 
dence or elucidating concepts. Is ft 
hot stenificaut tins-, in general, the 
examples discussed, arc still those 
of Anna 0,, of tiho Rat Man, of Little 
Hans? These examples hove the 
reunion, not of instances to theory, 
but of parables to dogma. La crura 
return to Freud ia like that oS a 
fundamentalist to the gospel, and Iris 
delusions, like Dr ScTtreber’s, take 
on a foiun tii&t is more ralqtious 
than scientific. In so representing 
his centra] character, die author or 
tiiosa volumes has—tfbr all hia 
clumsy irony — captured a truth 
about til a appeal of psychoanalysis 
(what Wittgenstein called . its 
“ dhanm”). We are dotiiag, not wldi 
a science, but with a religion, a reli- 
gion In which the self and Its past 
are given the redeeming attributes 
of God and Eternity. 


EDWARD 


the two stages. 

Tlie sentence which opens this pa»- 
sage has that self-confident manner 


proper to the charlatan: this Is 
now science must be. The. allusion 
to Hegel adds further authority r Dr 
Lacan has transcended- science 
(which is only a “ moment " of 
consciousness) and reached some 
superior position from which 
science itself can be surveyed. 
Against the background of these 
certainties the gross misuse of the 


ate form of narcissism, and that this 
obsession leads by compelling steps 
to the emergence of an all-embrac- 
ing intellectual hubris. As the 
hero declares:. “There ie no fur- 
ther need f» bpye 


°* reason for^the^repetitive games in 
ll ° which subjectivity brings together 
C P mastery of 'its dereliction and. die 
the symbol.’’ . 




mastery 
birth of 


With twenty-four’- volumes pro-' 


, note of resounding comedy. g* g^e^K W 'f.^Moi 

The satire is sustained over many dettg la faerie de Freud et dans 
pages. When Saussure placed that | fl tgc hnique 1 de Id psychmalyse 
innocent-scenting line between the begins to pall' after 3Q0 pages, 
sign representing language und trne altnouEdi every reader will enjoy the 



rl 

■i? v 


sign representing world, he' meant S( janein which Dr LnCan encounters 
that the science of linguistics must o ctavo Mannoni in single combat. 


study the relation between the two. 
Dr Lacan proceeds to cohvert tliu 
bar into a kind of mathematical 
symbol. (This hi the true Hermetic 
impulse, neatly, captured In a single 
phrase.) Having reduced all lan- 
euane to this '^* formula Lacun 


and which ends with tlie hero stand- 
ing over the sobbing form of his 
rival and addressing nn imaginary 
crowd: ‘Me vous demands do ne 
pas proefider comnie «' proendd 
Mannoni. Faites-Ie au Jiasard. Maui* 
festez vorre inertia symbol iq tie. *’ 


gliage to tins 1 rannuw , Vi, testez vorre inarim 
Tooks for a way of reading It. tits Aware uf rlic danger mliorwit .in 
first attempts are hesitant: over-zealous irony, tlie wrtt« tries 

If the algorithm S/s with its' )nr IP return die , wW attwtion by 

hiive a eignlElcation. Foe in so wiikli was evWooUd wm fast 
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Prague’s non-periodical 


Legislation by the gun 


More ill mi five hundred years after 
Gutenberg, there exists— not in 
some forsaken corner of a remote 



the 


More 

Derek Wilson 

Th® 'man for all seasons 1 was 
also the epitome of his age 
which saw the most far- 
reaching revolution in 
England's history. Derek 
Wilson concentrates on the 
people and Hie incidents of 
his age giving a lively, and 
living, picture of Tudor 
England. 

£6.99 0 246 10943 2 
.Illustrated 

Six Against The 
Rock 

Clarke Howard 

The complete, uncensored 
story of one of the most 
incredible jail-break attempts 
in history - from Alcatraz. It is 
a story of suspense, heroism 
and cold-blooded murder and 
-of a remarkable twenty-five . 
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professional tailbr.ib aimbd At 
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k ; . demands di fashion., • j 
kiliaas... o 2S8.96ew e 1 : ' J 
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n close circle of friends, the scope books 
of ilteir reflection has become niiich Slovak 
wider : neo-Marxist views now ap- lislied 


books oridnnthm in C/ochu- 
slovakia. They are being pub- 
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I Carolyn Slaughter 
Winner of the 1977 Geoffrey 
Faber Memorial Prize for 
Fiction. 

This challenging novel is the 
I powerful and subtly erotia 
story of the grieving figure 
we glimpse m the Gospels. 
Mary Magdalene, haunted by 
her love for an unnamed man, 
is a woman not only of her 
time but of ours. 

£4.50 0 246 1 1030 3 

The Tangent 
Factor 

Lawrence Sanders 

A savage new thriller of 
power, money and love which 
takes the lid off the two Africas 
- black and white. By the 
author of The Second Deadly 
Sin. 

£4.50 0 24611063 5 

Green Ice 

Gerald A Browne 

There's $300 million of green 
ice - emeralds - in an. 
'impregnable' vault in 
Colombia waiting for an 
Impossible robbery. By the 
author of 11 Hanrowhause, 

£4.60 0 24611069 4 


New Non-Fiction 


in tlio west (he sensitivity of the in the past, 
f f 8 *! “ *• Panted word may be T!ia quaKl 


ider: neo-Marxist views now ap- lislied with the permission of the 
*ar side-by-side with a religious uuilinrs, who are well aware of the 
tcrpretntion of the problems of risk this can involve. 
e contemporary world, something vum. 

at would have been unthinkable S1 , rctt | l “f ttvity being 

the past spread over several centres, at 

. . least three distinct streams are 

The quality of the writing is im- recognizable hi comem i jo nu-v 
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, •> * Bfiod ■ ■ 

: Reflections oil Poliucn] Violence 

i iEjf ■*’ Ilfipp. lluKhinson. £6.50. 


in danger of being drowned in a , qi,a 4. 1 , ty of th , e writll ?S <s im- recognizable hi contemporary 
deluge of new titles released by fli e i SS {|[f' £ ,e f S |?, wrlters J v * 1 ° w0 J' k Czech writing. Official literature 
tlie publishing industry, In Csecl.o j ±L,JSh£. -22 & £“£.!? £} ‘"l 


Slovakia tlie word writer has ™? ia *k |lc ® s , miaginable, always ^ fac- merest beside boastful statistics of 
reverted to its medieval meaning: h'S tJ* e risk of being prosecuted for the numbers of books published, 
writing books has again become PH* their ideas on paper, can often . than not i3iey m-e 

synonymous with producing them -envied for the seriousness with sterile variations on old them as of 
only a run-down typewriter has whlch t ? ey fpvro&ch literature. Seif- socialist .realism by old hacks, while 
replaced the quill ^ expression has become for them a the handful of younger writers who 

“lean* of personal survival, but in show any talent have either not 
Not only books are being pro- t,,ei . r writing they also provide a managed or may have been un- 
I duced in this manner. Index on testimony of the human spirit in a willing to extend their voices 
Censorship has published a facsi- country which has been deprived of beyond a private world of intimate 
mile of an unofficial cultural maga- ar, y significant public life. emotion. 

atth? cmd offe« P 5SIJ Bd A/![f Blia ™ S doe - S not only » the “ many works produced In 
zine. called W new magazine, which lias dven cui- fxile, most interesting have been 

lo»«,Vh Jr. S is . type( l tu r. al dissent in Czechoslovakia a m which authws like Taroslav 






in y ri«%™ Cl ^n. < ?. , -' ,,!r |,C,,|,|L ' livi "f in III 

* ?.*' “ n,t sluuLiei, sue no such animuLor: 

ncLcssity at iill. Hence there .ire i- . . , 

no -causes M of terrorism: only *-'«y one of ilium 
decisions to terrorize. It is h moral r . i * “ ■ 1,ir 1*-'“ 
phenomenon and only illlJla [ Ji" r . ™ e . pn»ervanni 
discussion can be adequate 10 It. 11 , ,s es - sei, rial 


»Ibf ntlenlion we give to terrorism For this reuson, Conor Cruise 
fifttn seems disproportionate to its O Brian's Herod ; Reflections on 
Nil importance. Terrorist incidents Political Violence is u welcome addi- 
Jjte superb copy for journalists, won to the liierauue by a man of 
b,t kill and malm fewer people notable versatility. Ever since, hi 
a, in road accidents. Nor is ter- Jne early 1960s, he cai lied out die 

®‘r |. I II.. r? ■ ITnita^ Ml.* I n...- ..c 


iiernu repiivs, in iliu hlCl-iiis u[ his 
ailimutfir; 

Every une nf ilium shut! hlood, as I 
did, fur iimmiiIn of siaiu. 
Fur die pruservatinn of die slate. 
Which is es-senrial 
To ordered human life 
And to the wry existence of such 
an audience as yourselves. 
This is Maclvinvulii’s paradox Llint 
orderly, civil, moral Life depends 


lerror hy s.inaj| yrnnps .seeking to 
subvert a regime, and having re- 
course to terror bec.tu.se they lack 
llie only two elements on which 
political effectiveness actually de- 
pends : cither irresistible force, or 
popular support, prefer ubly both. 
Terrorism names a specific form of 
public violence, and any adequate 
understanding ' of It requires that 
it should be carefully distinguished 


lengthways on ahnurl4n L L P : tu » J ,l “ e11 ? ,n Czechoslovakia a V}° se « which authwn like Jarosdav 
size A+oaner and cotIecti J re voice - 0ver the past two Vejvova or Josef Skvorecky have 

sophical P and K-h"' r° Ze ? S of , Czecf » writers, who ” e . d to their past experience 

articles, short storff? y !l * refused to bow to the political ^ ^ investigation of the new 

poems bv authors wLITil l nd d ^ mands of Lh® autliorlties and cu-cuinsoances in which they find 
been banned #2* wo - rk h ? s whose names h ®ve been officially themselves. y Q 

■“ *8. most valuable contmibu* 

contributions, among diem a short in It bv dm rhSnn n f ' r p aca F 1011 15 5t |i d tihat of the banned and 
Kurt Vonnegut end ail Hi c L?" 1 ? harassed Czech writers at liom? whC 

A te *PMMid VV * h Edwa . rd Goldsmith, vvork. Over 100 dtlS haw Wn S£l ?% t0 eXp - k J J ? an ^^itarlan 
,S5,ie , of tlie "non- made avSable in rhS Jill system from witliin and succeed in 

e as . t ,€ “"known, but well known Padlnrt LwYn ^ y i tile £T ei ?* u G» to use ivords of 

refer y rn P 7hS!. S10naI 9 zecI ', editQr s A good manv of them hp^ 8 wf' f Ie,bert Moi*cuse, an "image of 
earlu-H 5 /Jfci r h as also published afroad b °£ n lliman exls ;. ence »“ d of nature no 

leached Index and 1* to be reprinted a Iu ho rs “i" 1 pr J f dl S s th ? !ouger confined within tlLe noiJiis 

fssiie i«n d kf‘ ( ^°P. ies of the first seeing thdrwolk w 2? t4ie ™l Jr cssive reality principle 

RmJL no, b obtained from 21 in translation! 1 T (albeit really striving fur thcii- fulfil- 

S?» # W Street - London WC2. £4.50 may ^ be 5?S ’Er? t ,e > , P° rl » , « ment and grntlficulion. even at the 
Plus 50p postage.) arfSeyed alfow^them ^ ^ °" d " 

^“7 the magazine takes up “curity — although the continuous t»*.u • i 

cuftura^n^i 15 ° f i ??? Czechoslovak harassment of people like Vaclav *® 0r ^ n i e ^ 

2 S press | which in the 1960s JJavoI or the recent arrest of Jiri 

i?" da S te “’ . under the watchful Gr F s * For his novel The Question, rv* . . ■» ^ 


y uDiasmitn, 

A . s ®cond issue of die “ non- 
periodic el as the unknown, but 
highly professional Czech editors 
rpIrL 1° tbeir magazine, lias also 
i eaciied Index and Is to be reprinted 


David (1860-1936): a drawuik hwstigation exists at all. Might we jgeos he^ecame deeply involved in ■ so i T, f Vohdcnil group in the be clear that governments cannot 

Sir William Nicholson wli ut regarrt terror Urn as a hind of debate ov« the^ctnam War Umted States. In such cases, Viet- be called ‘ terrorists ” because all 
illustrate a book of tribuial pSotch o'i die skin of an in- and ll0 11(J liberal’s ,,amesc become helpless victims of governments must dispose of force 

Ushed in 1937. It i Efi *’“ ria , 1 “vilization whose very pleasure lnrnrdhS that he was V®a«>n of state. SimiJnrJy, when the (indeed states are often defined as 

bp Roy Harley Leuitki tart is filled with violent dreams attacked from both sides 1 Return- IR A '««hes to communicate Its monopolists of it) and will often 

cngaeinglu anecdotal aspirnuons ? Who woidtl call in j ngtohis nad ve Iriiund he bSS e seriousness about some policy, it find it necessnty to use or threaten 

Btffis VfcSdlra t/PBlP* Whe " the hetUt so by billing a few people, the to ,»«, It in performing their dudes. 

f200p». Neioton Abbott: S telf ,s slck ? govemmenr. but was soon getUng ^V her ? Bin “ l " ou3d have «*wcaa- This is not at all to conclude «tint 

«n</ Charles. £4.95). Daw'damj But popular opinion takes terror- himself into hot water (apparently ^ ru « > L rc !? son i? 8ta , te KO ve] J*J n ent 5 use force wisely > they 

hi Cambridge with five wy ta very seriously indeed, and his native habitat) by condemning ? Q U i y uJF 5 „! ° a tCfS Y , U 0M Fi 10 n ! e oflen base and evil and die 

in cash and books , «irf «£?, -Wular opinion is probably right. an act wiiic-li took courage Fiiop JFi nf° * y 

a bookseller for forty veJjjn W the significance of terrorism “id integrity and wiliich certainly alike ate caught up in die problem, of _ J,® ri0 |I^®| ^jjje v I°J®“ce of 
from a market stall n« only dn the gj-otesque nasci- dld not help his political career. The morality of politics is a real J JSjoni JSd no one^mdeSSSJ 

shop beside St Edward’s Cfo.i im of terroristic outrages but also •!«.» ronb . nl „ rfV . r _ 1irK , H . n - and complicated problem. But is 9 ^e s l i ons a n d no one understands 

Li UV^the^ feaS P Jx y : WSB^™»lf f l. ,l, t l SS 

Mll^-SSSSir! SSion ?f e r morrfnu]t e o X f ^ lie ?^ 0n nf °L, P r er - • T f, *! cenSl rom^rof Th /ess^sTn Ms f ®'“. aad *® title to use 

rices he hai re ,S1T£ ^ wilfulness, and it is of Mind it 8 ° f 5 is X book? Wliat O’Brien consistently force - 

of HumaJ Letters'’ "Kahew that the Hobberian suite dnes is to transpose the question of The terrorist is another matter 


road accidents. Nor is ter- the early 1960s, he cm nod out die moi-nliiv in rhi* nrSlnarv^wnci) 1 mn« discontented as the assassination of 

politically effective. Empires pmted Nations policy «£ forcibly j, ave J be rulers (which features in ihc tradl- 

iSTand fall according to the real beeping together the cenirifug.il !£S e ?deroif-H * fikh "Sn«i -n , 'taiml liiernuire ns tyrannicide), 

F SfMrminaRts of polftics— namely, fc?®™ en l IL®* *he newly mdeiiendeHt s,«pecrinfl hL ice do inter inerine r* ,ain % ,h « standard of revolt (as 

[ rerwiielmlng force or strong P on , go (”° w Zaire, where new MudiiaveSii ns n i^ n 1 “iSi" ^1”® in such cases as Henry Tudor, Fran- 

Ite,’ tnaoular support — not according to a backers have been found for a ” moral comfort rxsrcnhBrfnn £v/L dsco Franco and Fidel Castro) and 

M^&^rfinavfiem caused by isolated SSUSnS l fcn£F M u * £* t * n * e * e abTolSo" tr^e^S^mrs tf even guerrilla waifore. Different 

Jli fa, tics Whom no one would take secession) OBnen hu been con- poUti ca, wl ekednes s P fl oSrf r*e cp nsl derfluon S arise in each of these 

*rfmly enough to vote for. Indeed, “ *^ at ™ re b r ird > 5 1 .® “tor- Assays in ihe mSiit book O^Brien clas i ea Qf . violence, find they need 

lift % f.Vcry variety of incidents that cnnten . l P lat01 '- Not for him the "S' 10 he disringutelied even though 

31^1 Jght be dosnHbed as “terrorism’* composed In tranquillity: can SSfkation ^f* e bolSbi^R actual cases will be confusing and 

:£f been such as to lead critics f to ^ 

MerGa, ‘ 2H5SLS5 ot Jer. In Now York in the laXe IS p E?i“ ce . fSSjffiF “ d I e ? pin !S n J‘!L P ® r l an !J^ t0 


(indeed states are often defined as 
monopolists of it) and will often 
find it necessary to use or threaten 
to use it in performing their duties. 
This is not at all to conclude that 


TTm.nl „ 1 <« IWG vticiav 

Havel or the recent arrest of Jiri 
SSC* fa, ‘ bis novel The Question. 
X® would suggest that the 


Igor Hajek 


govemmenr but was soon netLlna earuer uisineii woiua nave assocaa- inis is not at an to conclude in at 
himself into hot water (apparently tet f su< & »"“!« reasons of state government^ use force wisely j they 
his native habitat) by roiidconning P llJy W1 “, h « Bloaters now -ho are often base and evil, and the 
the IRA an act which took cnnratfP 19 awflre “ Iat gloatBrs and brooders violence of states vastly dwarfs that 
Sid' intewity and which cSSnE ^ are cougfit up in the problem, of terrorists. But the violence of 
did not help his political career. The morality of politics is a real states . raises entirely different 


In 1925 he was honoured hi £ “• T^L «■»“* J h ' 
lunch at Trinity College in rwt hL‘2! 1 i ,s “l e I” 081 dia 
of rfc. “ '>'L 


and complicated problem. But is 
It the problem raised by the thing 


states raises entirely different 
questions, and no one understands 
tne question who does not 


colled terrorism widen Is in fact Squish bemeen the wisdom of 
nenrral I tt of rhp abchuc in i4iie USlTlg foiCC. and tll6 title to USe 


luces he has rendered the esa 
of Humane Letters", 


[d nature Is composed. Tcrrorisiii f jJJj plSSSfi terro '] ,sm into the more aeneral altogether* He“ia nmeoitowho ‘feels 

jh a soliptistic denial of the obllga- I'i 1 ?' 3, \ « n ®! a ?,d question of violence. O'Brien's so strongly about something that 

lira of self-control we all must S in Introduction summarizing the he feels he must resort to violence 

recognize when we live in civilized ™ 1o 1 i alana ‘ , wf 51 ?? 11 ® j themes of the essays seeks to per- to be “ effective ", like the rather 

emmunides. 'My ntouih shall be #5 S?" L*J e 1 S rd ^ Wo ^?' fiorm operation he calls “ dis- eccentric youth recently sentenced 

Bo parliament of England ”, cried if iio ;P a 8 behind) witii the mantling the legitimatdon-scnic- to life imprisonment in Croydon 

l^e prattHMxorist Jack Cade. My J*J e . vrot ']$ seemed, fhen tures" of violence, a piece of jar- for trying to burn down a family 

r|ua shall legislate for Ireland, *° be divided into gloaters who gon presumably surviving from Ills planning clinac becairtc lie so 

Know, the IRA. It i9 this moral contemplated oheir power with earlier American period. Why strongly disapproved of abortion. 

. mmMiuon ts ni-uch as its outrages pleasure, ana brooders who legitimation, one wonders, rather Terrorists are people whose only 

.much gives terra rism Its Hulm mi hugged their b item ess witihin the fm- 


docs is to transpose the question of Tile terrorist Is another matter 
terrorism Into the more general altogether. He is someone who feels 
question of violence. O'Brien’s so strongly about something that 


censorship an exercise in would suggest ** that^tiie OlfPOf HlH Q 1 flAfln'DC 1 

th?r !i 1 tim n ?^ tlCa s^if-exambiation authorities In Czechoslovakia are CvlUlldl UOflfiCS 

£?^i tIm ? tely P Pe F Bred the ground no F very receptive towards world ® 

fr^ui 6 re . form movement of 1968, a °P ,n! on. The art that conceals art is merci- 

all nl«« 1,1 f eTrup f ed when vhtuaily Such repressive measure^ i,« l e / 9ly reveaJed jn Jeff Rovin'* 

weri h rW-Ji lu ? lals ind magazines aimed not only at prevSitin^thB v 0V \ e Special Effects (171pp. 
a Her V f#w & “W®*? dis sepiinatio n of MmBStwStiS! J^ Uvy Press J , £7 * 9 5)- Split-screen, 

SIST ? I h sI ? va! S rofn, ’ n1 had , but “Wmhtely at "doSS SS' raar-soreen, miniature-screen j s ]ow- 

Wmw^ by,h0tormvClbo ,,,por,HI,t outlet wfifch the 'Z?" 0 "’ "taiwiiwioii. double ex- 

i jCf> banned Czech writers haro foil £ f w wh,,l . L ‘ , b;1 ? <•* tricks 

ffiere is, however, an ininnriimr abrtKld ' ■ Since the early 1970s r “Singly, cinpued before mir 
Uiffercnco. While in the nnsAt JT bo, i tbc v v , cnm ® into exisLenco’ diS ? l,tJ,i,,ucd e y® s - Wl* leuni how to 
Impossible to transgress "the lIiXE CwJch C ublIsllJn K houses in mnko snow (gypsum, It and corn- 

of the official Marxist IdBoloow ii mnny ’ , ^ ni , ,ada and otlier western J okos 2 an f clouds , of locusts (coffee- 
print, tffose restrictions do^niS SJi ,nlr S2,^* v ® Tssuod over 300 now P mil|1 ds photographed upside down); 

.ffect .he «mhorferS,™,..r 22l!f S“ 3 these Te.he fc “ »«SW fcal/’s 


Tlie art that conceals art is merci- 
!®»ly reveojed jn Jeff Rovin'* 


incuts on eighty 
am! d busier flic 


years of mirat* 1 ® sha ^ legislate for Ireland, 
i, but hisirfal^," 063 ,** IRA. It is this moral 


Will NHOUOlWt iilVAdi UUl Ul) tBWL ii ^ i ■ ***V»iii 

iiTe as slanted as ills fawn u a much as its outrages 

camera tingles. The Mia terronsm its claim on 


tures" of violence, a piece of jar- for trying to burn down a family 
gon presumably surviving from Ills plnnii'fng clinac because lie so 
earlier American period. Why strongly disapproved of abortion. 


pleasure, and crooners Who legitimation, one wonders, rather Terrorists are penp 
migged _ Blieir bitterness witaun the than the more normal term “ justi- warrant for taking 
trust ran mis uf uielr bosom, fhe fixation "7 lie is not actually con- their own hands. Is 


trougiy disapproved oi abortion, 
'enoiists are people whose only 
.■annul for taking the l&w into 


"icr.v ; in atar ires, ae « : mBding 
Spark’s pointed latex ears • 

regularly well done. His eit»tv«nainly 
« sins uro nredictahla: Lost Kwlnw to mis 


sovereign 


of terrorism whidii have come 
increasingly to preoccupy him. 

Herod : Reflections on Political 

Violence is nor, as the Sorelian 

echo of its title and its author's 


concealed joke : legitimation is, 
after all, whet one does to 


their own hands . Is the strength of 
tiieii* own passions, their convic- 
tion of their own righteousness ; 
find they are particularly terrifying 
partly (as - O’Brien ■ recognizes) I 
becauf - ‘ * ■ - 


ecause thdre is 1 often 1 no tvny in 


bastards. The more serious dJffl- ‘wfiich they could be satisfied, and 
culty of his discussion is the under- partly because nd one know* wbot 
lying suggestion that people act lunatic ideas will come Into their 
violently on the basis of adherence heads next. Their patter these days 
to some principle, and that if one « usually revolutionary, but they 
can “ dismantle ” the principle, one come from all over the place, both 

might contribute to the lessening from wliat in the confused tortnin- 

of the violence. No doubt it ia a £ ,o ey o£ modern politics is called 

noble esDiration. but it falls he- the __ left and also from “the 


mug commentary on Ulio race be- 

mw.“mVd"" in s* - KiJftssavMir 

hHiAMIteixikA ™?a: re *ff n ' e ‘gS' .It i S not „„ evGiuful his.ory, 

!s k h ly rt hat “ ‘’, rese "t tl'e plain Jnd 'S]°t"iy P “q, a ?p^ t a ^e>iei™ l d f i irst dream °J t0 up y fn ‘riuf’rar’iteu 
to hinf t0 - k r now w!,at 1116 , raIdtn S Policy, supported bv S ay ® °1 1,16 dnema ^ of which 

in - . !S tf* 0 ? 1 ri ® ld mrships. On Popular clamour and winnfiiE its ?- QV,n ®* v f s a potted and perverse 
belie™' thl urBently tavited to "*•*{■* success mainly because the m ts-spofliiig the first names 

dubftahlJ h rh« i heSe vesse,s ara in ‘ z ®PPfhns struck before the ? £ Da BJJ® rr ® and Niepce and omit- 

the fm. rn . h L ^ frrai FS e carriers of Mhih. aerial defence was itself tl ? s Frie se-Greene): Edison made 

[lie rilturc : on tho ndiar h. ..1J imnrnwico/I n n J L . “ cl1 IThncl-e an A _ J 1 m . 


thff . I- . riBrB 01 r*“ ,w . ueience was itself V & uaison made 

that thPir C P tb ®fi he is told im Provised, no doubt gave the neces- gbo , sts ““d circus animals perform 

waste of C nTihH UCt, ° n S 1 w ‘ cked S im P etU9 to the amazing S stop-motion photography; 

human °ltfn PUb w lyiqney and of nical advance which was crammed ¥ e !i5?» in tacunabular movies like 

himself may be y^ars But i( was In the ^ ^ ^ tbe Moon. Of t to Bloom- 

all onpNe * 1 u wise t0 P ut f » d ’i u . ns Rational work of naval ti e ¥- Aspfum, and A Conjuror 

mDU 9 aSd SUCh costIy> ® nor - ff o! ,? ,at the Ce rmaos found the?r making Ten Hats in Sixty Seconds 

KipS nd “J‘ ,e f l ^ es unmanageable Zeppelins most useful, . . . showed double-exposure snStrS 


cluphaut in a “bright wig.i ®J[ 
Rung's “ fury pnivs"), bKomss*,® ■ 
t« enjoyment, oven MmprencM* 
Films are not made but 
lights are shined, Grifflc^ re * a ™T I 
spccinl effects as “a nagglcs ■ 
cnee", Metropolis is ■ * aWe J. 
incomplex extremes ", som ^ 
liculur bcasties are “pad"™ 
bean bugs to give the props'” 
sidence of contenunems . . 

There are always I* 8 
rhuugli some of these are ( 
such sombre tones tb« 


■ original cause of the difficulties 
wmet economy — the army has 
w great pains to stimulate 


The paradox of their situation is 
that they are entirely helpless 


massing Argentinian 1 terrorism * n ^ act dramatized political argu- tween the two schools of theoretical r W*c 

ijf Times remarks: “ Realizing laminated by die figure of cogency on the one hand and prac- The paradox of their situation is 

®dguial cause of the difficulties Herod Great, celebrated in ticoi effectiveness tm the other. that they are entirely helpless 

rn^ ec °u® ,ll y the army has fuJ ry T “ JA. 1,1 generalizing tlie problem of against sufficiently rutiiless roes mes, 

"great pains to stimulate the Fine cents, and therefore an terror Sni to the level of violence and can only prosper to any degroo 

investment and diversifies- appropriate image for political in a ]j ], uinan jif 0> O'Brien finds against precisely the sort of state 

a '.jj e is at best elliptically cynicism and knowIedgeabiJity. himself embarrassed by (he thought }™er e .their justification for action 

huw that economic discontent To be a politician ds, as O'Brden that all states are sustained by force *.s «t its weakest, And they are 
iatui a * tanonsm a bit more sees it, to Suffer from a kind of pri- of one kind or another, and this tw ” ce cmaed, not only for the 

if thr t£> 9 , v personalities, inal curse. “ Give me the names of very Argument is used by the terror general beastliness of their effects 


gt make terrorism a bit more 
“•jlw to a few personalities. 
, tt)Is remark made any sense 
bl.5P*** analysis, we should 

»raihi!S 3t k Gei ' mauy . to be totaJJ y 

M d b y terrorists. To kill 

?m?! e ls 8 f hoice , people 
r* 1 “o glib invocations of neces- 
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The Oxford 
Companion to 
Spanish Literature 

Philip Ward 

Here is a comprehensive 
reference guide to the whole 
field of literature written in the 
languages of Spain from Roman 
tl mea to the present day. Central 
and South American literatures , 
are given treatment on a par 
with the literatures. of peninsular 
Spain (Including Basque, 
Catalan, and Galician, as well as 
Castilian), and full coverage is 
given to living writers. Entries on 
works and authors take up the 
bulk of the book, and there ie 
more bibliographical Information 
khan is usual in Oxford 
Companions. £10 

Cholera, Fever, and 
English Medicine 
1825-1865 

Margaret Palling 

Industrialization and the rapid 
growth of towns In mid- 
nineteenth century England 
created conditions that could 
have led to epidemics of 
catastrophic proportions. 

The cholera epidemic of 1 831 
confirmed the worst fears of 
doctors and adminlstrators.ThIs 
book studies the development 
of the 'sanitary idea 1 and early 
concern for public health at an 
official level, and examines the 
major developments in • 
nlhefeenth-cdnlury 
epidemiology. £7.60 
Oxford Historical Monographs 

The Magic World 
of Orson Welles 

James N are more 

Orson Wei I es' sf lam boyant career 
has made him a legendary 
figure Jn the history of film. 

James Naremore looks at his . . 
remarkable films from Citizen 
Kano to Ffor Fako and explores 
the reasons for their being such 
a unique and Individual 
statement of one man's 
rebellious spirit. Illustrated E9.75 


some good rulers ", Herod* diallen- ists themselves. “ Since everybody’s ^ lbe . killing, maiming and kid- 

ges his audience, and the audience doing It", growls Mick as he pulls napping) but also for the vast Anrira Ra 9 m 

responds with a reasonably cauhtilac the pin from out of the grenade ulc , reH8 , e *R, repressive techniques n l ,u, ° 00411 B 

list: Kennedy, De Valera, Lincoln, to toss It through the pub window, and justifications of stronger n..ji au Anrlreui 

Michael Collin a, Winston ChuTchddl “ What’s so peculiar about me?", measures which they allow to the UUQlQy AndrQW 


bn«ker« oie —n * >»vm uaeiui, . . . showed doubl e-exposure spectres 

KiSSSfirs pJSMrBEBS^i 

5rfsr--rssfii r ’K 
'sms r c m cr ob r c k s 


SMtn&ijifSffl q t ras 

■86. ! In the meantime, 0 here toan ** a PPf a f a nce of incendiary V nag ®^v onl y travelled 
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some current order of things. ) Bet> true that, since oil forms of 
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(apart from its' Irish involvement) Inequalities are in the lost resort 

manages Its affairs with remarkably - defended by violence, anyone who 

few dead, can be seen as an Insti- lives in sudh a society, and accepts 

tution, and thus repressive and via-; its rules, is condoning sopie 

lent, even when no blood is actually degree, of oppressive violence- 

bein^ spilt. Definition, of worn- Now expressions like "in the last 

magic ran produce truly remark- regott ». are wertse | words which 


lent, even when no blood is actually 
being spilt. Definition, of word- 


able effects. 


resort ” are weasel words which 
pretend Co a certainty they cannot 


got out of some y*r~ set i*»jr 
miquenclipble. ' a n ui^;B 
his own ^ Matkj**' * K 

vequfcl to The t 


O'Brien’s embarrassment on this sustain. Is it in fact true that 
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deal of- terror amL that they, arp most equalities arp unnatural and 
violent operations. But they ere : require great fpree to sustain them. 
not terrorism, because what, is It is certainly true that regimes' 
named by that wort] ; is the use of officially dedichted to equality have ' 
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Great Film Directors 

A Critical Anthology 

Edited by Leo Braudy 
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The Uvea and careers of twenty- 
three of the most important 
directors In the history of film 
are discussed In this anthology. 
Ths contributors Include Andrew 
SarrSs, Susan Sontag, and dames 
Agee: the directors range from 
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larger armius uml omri* u’cruiisivu 
police networks diuii those _ of 
Ainuricu or Western Europe. Hie 
suggestion that, given an optimum 
level of equality, the need. tor force 
iv mild melt away certainly per- 
suaded Mar* and Engels bm ii rears 
upon a remarkable paucity of actual 
experience. As witai O’Brien's slide 
from terrorism to violence in 
genera!, so with Ills movement from 
vinlcnce to inequality : .lie lias been 
lured to nil inappropriate level ot 
uli-s traction at which to discuss me 
ivlm | e question. Some force seems 
to be needed to sustain adherence 
to any set of rules, and the question 
nf inequality only makes an appear- 
ance because equality is currently 
a fashionable slogan terrorists use 
in Justifying themselves. 

Over the' years in which these 
essays were written, O’Brien moves 
towards the typical liberal position 
on terrorism, which Is thnt it is only 
justified if there is no other poli- 
tical alternative available. Tills 
means that terrorism should only 
be used against non-liberal states, 
u conclusion undoubtedly welcome 
to liberal readers. But this con- 
clusion conflicts directly with 
O'Brien’s own clear awareness enut 
terrorists are almost entirely in- 
effective. Irish independence, lie 
plausibly argues, had been worked 
out in 1912 before terrorism 
began ; and whatever contribution 
Zionist terrorism ever made to tho 
establishment of Israel, the Middle 
Eastern sky lias long been black 
with these very chickens coming 
home to roost. Anti -colonialists 
like O’Brien often sympathized with 
terrorism in Cyprus, but the cata- 
strophe to which enosis terrorism 
hns led that unfortunate Island is 
luirdly inspiring. And terrorism in 
Smith America has nut only failed 
tu overthrow the regimes it 
uitacks, but has turned these coun- 
tries in a distinctly illiberal direc- 
tion. For terrorism is no problem 
to tiie unsqueamish, and there is no 
mystery about how to stop it. You 
merely kill enough peoplu and it 
will certainly go away. 

One of the more colebrnted sets 
of. people who oppose a totally in- 
tractable regime arc the Russian 
dissidents Who, in O'Brien’s terms, 
would seem to have a good reason 
Cor turning to terrorism. . But there 
can be little doubt that terrorism 
would weaken- -rather than streng- 
then rhelr movement And in this 
case, a more significant fucior (Inin 
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iiiuj'i 1 mi etc?.*' nr i-llwlivi-ili'S-i is 
ulivimisly prcsciil. "Hie Russimi ilis- 
bitlenls are men uf ureal moral and 
intellectual Siam re, mid ii is pre- 
cisely such people who will imi he 
ur dueled to terrorism, which is fmi- 
duiucilLally llie infantile response ol 
the small wilful child Mumping his 
foot and running amok. Terror ism 
is nut a line of conduct tlmi can 
attract people of deep sympathies, 
wide itnagiuHtioii mid some degree 
of moral grandeur. 

O'Brien's reflections on political 
violence, then, lend us directly r<> 
the question of why lie does mil 
arrive straightforwardly and unam- 
biguously at the conclusion cn which 
his thought undoubtedly leads: that 
terrorism is a bose and evil tliiug. 
He Is perfectly clear about this .in 
the cose of die TRA, but he rerains 
enough of liis earlier weuktiess for 
justifications couched in die lan- 
guage of pleading underdoggery to 
try to meet them at their own 
ievel. Terrorist claims tu make a 
bettor world ur«\ he rightly (ells 
us, implausible. “ The career uf 
Joseph Stalin, from the ‘dedicated’ 
terrorist in Baku to Lord of the 
Gulag Archipelago, is relevant 
here , he remarks. But it is not 
relevant to any terrorist lie is likely 
to meet, for whom Stalin is merely 
blood under the bridge ; uiid in a 
sense, rightly so. For may nut the 
next utne be different ? It is not 
a hope on which to gamble the lives 
of innocent people, but it is nut 
totally inconceivable. 

Tile reason for this confusion at 
die heart' of O'Brien's argument 
emerges if we consider die three 
plays which make up the last part of 
Herod : Reflections on Political l-'in- 
luice. rt is the trail nf MuchiitYelli 
dragged across die course winch has 
putium off die scent. For what lie 
obviously detests above all tilings is 
die cynical, almost cheerful voice 
of political calculation, nf reason of 
state. And detesting ultis voiev, lie 
canopt quite bring lilniself lu a clour 
picture of terrorists who seem (if 
one Ignores some very relevant con- 
siderations) robe doing nothing qua- 
litatively different from the politic- 
ians they oppose. O'Brien’s thought 
Is often clear enough, but he has got 
has detestations in a bit of a muddle. 


To the Editor 


The remodelling of Morris 


By Edmund Penning-Rowsell 


Uhe trend, however, is clear enough, 
and in the noxt stage in the Intellec- 
tual evolution of this actjor-contcui- 
plator we may look forward to his 
arriving at me conclusions which 
are merely uduinhrrvted in rfiOso 
,-diurt and .vlighr t-vsuys. 


Among this week’s contributors 


!>avid Ba'/ki-ON is Professor of Eng- 
lish nt New York State Univer- 
sity Buffalo. 

John Bkndiu is the author of Spen- 
ser and Literary Pktorlalism, 1972. 

IIrkky Gifford's Boris Fast amok ; 
a Critical Study wus published last 
year. 

Igor Haibk is a Lecturer in Czecho- 
slovak Studies at the University of 
Lancaster. 

Aletuea Hayter’s books include 
Oflium at id the Romantic hna&ina - 
tfon^ 1968, and A Voyage in Pain, 

, Graham . IIowcs is a Fellow of 
Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 

J. P. Kenyon’s most recent books 
are Revol effion Principles, 1977, and 
Stuart England , which' was pub- 
lished last .month,. 

Stephen Koss is tho author of jVon- 
confoniiily in Modem British Poli- 
tics, 1975, and Asquith, 1976. 

Wiujam Laaiont is Render in His- 
tory and Education at the Univer- 
sity of Sussex. • 


Philip Magnus is the author of 
Gladstone, 1954. 

Richard Maynk's books include The 
Recovery of Europe, 1970, and The 
Europeans, 1972. 

KitNNiini Minot, ur is the until or of 
The Liberal Mind, 1963, and The 
Concept of a University , 1973. 

John Molr’s collection of poems, 
Our Ship, was published earlier this 
year, 

Blake Morrison is a Lecturer in 
English at Goldsmiths’ College, Lon- 
don. 

Geoffrey Parker’s books include 
The Army of plunders and the 
Spanish Road 7567-1659, 1972, and 
The Dutch Revolt, 1977. 

EdxiOnd Prnntno-Rowsku. is a 
founder member of the William 
Morris Society. 

Roger S croton is the author pf 
Art and Imagination, 1974. 
Richard Usbornb’s Wodehouse at 
Work to the End wns published lost 
year. 

Keiih Walker is a Lecturer in Eng- 
lish at University Co liege London. 


Authors and 
Unions 

Sir, — One may, T suppose, ill the 
nature of 1 her ary tilings, luuk for- 
ward In u long and increasingly 
venomous controversy between 
those who support Hugh Thomas 
and those who side with Maureen 
Duffy over the question of tho 
u nion Izat ion of wri tors ( Letters, 

a 28). May I, without being a 
erate killjoy, attempt nn earlier 
inrrifarinii ? I mil conscious thru, 
this will probably qualify me, ill 
some eyes, to play Murcutin nml hi 
he plagued by both sides, but the 
matter lias some seriousness. 

None of us who huve, front vary- 
ing distances, supported Maureen 
Duffy mid Brigid Brophy during 
ihclr long and cluqiiunt battle 
against fools oud vested interests, 
against those who break promises 
and those who luck even the 
hypocrisy to make them, cun full 
tn honour their resourcefulness and 
their courage. That substantial 
benefits will eventually accrue to 
writers, and especially to rhose who 
luck the means and idle muscle to 
procure thorn for themselves, seems 
undeniable. If statues were still in 
fashion, 1 should gludly subscribe 
tu one for Musdiuucs Duffy uml 
Brophy. Writers liuve been ill-used 
mid they have lugitiinaie grievances. 
Unionization seems u prudent and 
appropriate way of rectifying ilicir 
wrongs. 1 hnvu supported it since 
the curliest days m\d I cmiiimiu to 
do so. 

But there is a genuine problem 
and it is one tu which Hugh 
Thomas rightly, if un popularly, 
adverts. We are still In the habit 
of assuming that a more-or-lcss 
decent interpretation will be put 
oil -the ni'los mid regulations more- 
or-lcss decent peoplu agree upon. 
Surely no one supposes thm an 
effort - to ■ recruit nil members - of a 
nude ur profession, however rigor- 
ous io il« rhetoric, lius miv |inr- 
pose heliiud it other iluin the im- 
provemeni' of the cundiiJiuis of work 
nf tlioise concern ud. Of course, no 
uno warns to gag anyone or to drive 
them into the wilderness. Good 
Heavens I But Ls Hugh Thomas 
such mi empty iilarnilst ns we may 
bo quick to label bim ? There is 
indeed a crucial dliFarcncc between 
writers and electrician.? and nn 
affectations of modish modesty can 
change the fact. I-Iow mnuy of us 
aro the consciences of our age, 
the incarnation of culture nr of 
Hborty ? Not many, dint we may 
bo sure, but It is still among 
writers blmt the possibility of a 
certain outspokenness, n certain 
nobility may be found, and we 
should be wary of accepting any 
rule in our common Rule Book 
which can conveniently be used, 
in later days, - wltliout debate or 
appeal, to silence those whom the 
mild majority find au embarrass- 
mcait. It is die duty of writers to 
embarrass. Hugh Thomas Is abso- 
lutely right, in my view, to point 


out die iniquity of a proposed 
neatness (shall We call it ?) hi 
policy which might — on unlikely 
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chance I— have the result of 
licensing primers to decide whnt 
is unprintable and which would re- 
quire us, as Good Trade Unionists 
Ail, to endorse the elimination uf 
" unsociable ” talents. 

it must be said, enough committees, 
even in out* genial society,' who 
decide who is to be promoted and 
who aiiathemadzad — who serialized, 
who paperbacked, who paraded, 
who deprecatod — for lis to ne wary 
In 'the extreme of another petty 
tyranhy' Which may decide, with afl 


perley, Cheshire. .• 

Prances f Moore) Brodhe (1724-89), 
novelist qnd' dramatist: -j, where. 


A- . Stothard (1786-1821), artist 
and author :^of. The Mombnenfuj 
Effigies pf Great Britain i . whore- 
. about? Of anv manuwrlntt .in.ri 
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rant spirit must come to heel or be 
refused access to print. But nothing 
j like that is proposed ! No one ever 
said . anything fiko that! Nn, and 
mey better hadn't, had they ? Apd 
we Ivad better beware dial when 
they try they cannot, with ilie usual 
bland smiles, point tn tfie Rule 
Book for which we all voted with 
goad liberal purposes in the ddys 
when we little dreamt, etc. Ir is 
always - possible • that' brutes will 
.iiiqiDse themselves; it would be 
inei-cly' tragic If we prepared for 
them : a blueprint for our own 
excommunication. 




It should, I believe, be un im- 
repeulablc rule nf any union of 
writers ihut anyone who refuses to 
join it sliould be giuirtuitucd die full 
benefit of its support, whether he 
likes it tu- not, and card! mil among 
tdiose benefits should be the confi- 
dence that we will never allow any- 
one vo be silenced because lie Is in 
breach, however flagrant, of the 
norm? of trado unionism, Any print 
union which seeks to deny un author 
the right to self-expression should 
expect tho unanimous boycott of 
all writers, and that without debates 
concerning morals or sociability. 

FREDERIC RAPHAEL. 

Lngm del I V, St Lnui ent-La-Viillie, 
24170 Belves, Finn cl-. 

Sir, — One of Laxly Antonia 
Fraser’s objections to unionization 
for writers is her dread that a writ- 
ers' luiion would impose literary 
censorship, “ political or otherwise " 
(Letters, August 4). Should the 
throat ever materialize, I would join 
her in resisting. So, I have good 
reason to know, would nil my fellow 
members of die elected Executive 
of the Writers’ Guild (a union affil- 
iated to the TUC). 

Tho acts of censorship thnt really 
do take place, here and now in 
Britain, come not from writers but 
from the people who publish nr put 
nn their work. A writer oil Ills nwn 
is in no position tn stand up to 
these acts. He cun combat mem 
effectively only by culling on the 
united strength nf Ills colleagues 
through his union. 

In Its iwcniy-oiie years, the 
Writers’ Guild bus never made 
the faintest move lu wards even 
conceiving uf censuring its mem- 
bers’ work. On the contrary ; it 
has consistently and effectively 
defended both its individual 
members mid writers nt large 
against censorship. If a writer wants 
to combiiit censorship, lie lmx reason 
not to eschew but to join Ms union. 

. , BRIGID BROP1IY.. 

Flm 3. 185 Old Rromplnn Rond. 
Loudon SW5 DAN. 


The Class of 
Lacan 

Sir, — As one or die " feminist in- 
tellectuals " who puzzled Eric Hum- 
lunger (Commentary, July 28) nt 
Essex, T uni surprised by his igno- 
rant travesty of die Essex Confer- 
ence on llie Sociology or Liionmirc. 

Not so surprising is Mr llouihcr- 
net's nutonimic iiso nf the word 
“ jargon **. When an academic 
parrots the word “jargon” I sus- 
pect dial thinking lina stopped. No 
one would deny rout now terms can 
be used to obfuscate. But Mr lloiu- 
bergor is referring to technical psy- 
choanalytic vocabulary which he 
could look up in u good dictionary. 
But probably even this is “ jargon ” 
— a banal philosophy of language, 
Indeed. 

Fortunately, however, the " class 
or Lukfics” is warding off this dis- 
turbing tendency towards a precise 
terminology. Unlike the “ feminist 
intellectuals ”, this “ class *' bus con- 
scientiously avoided that highly sus- 
pect proficiency in French which 
might tempt ilium to rend the works 
they condemn. The “ LukAcsianp " 
arc generally male ; the Lacanfuns, 
female, says Mr Hamburger. I, too, 
find 'this interesting. (Why does 
MV Homberger find it interesting ?) 

. Perhaps feminism lias had to 
move beyond LukAcsinn formula- 
tions to analyse* literature in any 
less reductive way than Mr llom- 
bergei s vague and complacent 
appeal tn the “class struggle”: 
hence its interest in psychoanalysis. 

But feminists should not road 
books in French because it sepur- 
B ». 8 . from their “ natural 

allies . Tins plmise, if k does not 
refer to the entire female organic 
world, presumably means “ working- 
class women ” who, as we all know, 
arc the great support of tho Lukdcs 
industry. 

In spite of his consistent critique 
Of Marxist human ism, Althusser Is 
lumped with Lukucs. f his Mr Hoip- 
bergor, then, even read the sup- 
posed ploneois nf L-luriiy ho. so 
fondly recalls? He regards 

Derrida, Kris leva and Lacan, 

through a fug of jgimianca, ifft 
equivalents,' in spite of the fa^t 


that each haa 4evclon s j 

pendejit theory. p«E e i.®? I 
script] on of 

“popularizer” ReawV* 
pliment. However?? 1 ^ 
doubt that 


niiiaiioea oy me awful Li 
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.‘Vice and 
.Vigilance' 

interested, hi lb 
Waiter's otherwise accunt, » 
of Edward J. Bristow's r«j 
Vigilance, Puritu Monte' 
Britain Since lw (JAk 
notice her suggestion is 1 
was a “ victim ” of & u 
Jufcion of 1789 whereas, 4 ft, 
die 1789 Revolution IimSk 
his release from the Baa^* 
his existing imprisonmeii «, 
just, based purely on rtf 
miilisti'utivo prerogative ra 
by privatu pressures. Butfo 
French Revalutloii, Sadt s 
have rotted in jail wit&mn a; 
mission. As it was die Rtrii 
brought him measurable “8a 
for a while, despite hi; jHm 
taint. 

I think it is a more mmi 
to roucludu lvith Ms Wins 
Professor Hobsbawm that .■ 
freedom cannot be mote* 
This depend? on context b 
vociiting liomosexual righub 
cow. Or imagine claiming p 
“ nieiistriial-magical n . png 
women at the time of me mi 
In medievu] England (set N 
Slim lie mid Fater Redfim 
Wise Wonnrf, Gollancz, m 
see what Mrs Whltehoiw 
of you in her utopia, fti 
United States exporter tori 
sex educational films dw 
gauntlet of Rritfsli 
At the very least, ttwtf 
requires political liWj.' 
which in most corners of*] 
mid llmmghout liistory d® 
near a revolution as 
difference. ... .j*, 

pniLLff HC® 

Editor, Fonipi. 2 Bram* 1 
I. (union W14-9PB. 


fifth MEIER : 

u Hllllam Morris 
If« Marxist Dreamer 

Translated by Frank Guhb. 

Volume 1. H7pp. 

.Volume 2. 379pp. 

Hassocks! Harvester Press. £32.50 

lie sec 

E. f. THOMPSON i 

William Morris 

Romantic tn Revolutionary 

, gWpp. Merlin Press. £10 (paper- 
' back, £3.90). 

( CHARUITTE H. OBERG s 
A Pagan Prophet — WilUain Morris 
jSSpp. Charlottesville : University 
press of Virginia (Trans-Atlantic 
Book Service). £9.10. 

UN BRADLEY : 

jjffilllam Morris and His World 
f27pp. Thames and Hudson. £4.50. 

^In bis lifetime William Morris was 
tuny things to different people, 
bid since nls death eighty years 
H> the tendency! amounting often 
uD misrepresentation, to concen- 
Unio on one or other of his 
kouaordinarily wide attainments 
6tod activities, has scarcely 
nzaJnhhed. While he was alive he 
pns probably most highly regarded 
U the author of The Earthly Para- 
ete, yet this Icngtliy poem, occupy- 
W J»o fewer than four volumes of 
p Collected Works, is now almost 
tcrapletely forgotten, save perhaps 
to one line— “The idle singer of 
n empty day ’’ — now taken to be 
P “bliqua reference to his un- 
pppy. personal life at the time it 
bi written, 

^Aftar his death his reputation 
n .?i l, ^e increasingly 
|flfashionablo Pre-Raphaelites, ana 
?* * womoter of the Aits and 
movement, esteemed by tlia 


newcomer, niKoiaus 

™ w reestablish in the 1930s 
gtonr* position a? on eminent dc- 
Pevsner himself has re- 
woted how on one occasion when 
KRpt to Oxford to lecture on one 
li tto university’s most dlstin- 
P«i€d sons, there were those in 
R* tuaience wlio had come to hear 
EhL a ^ oca ^ motor-car manu- 


The Semantics* 
the Sonnets 

Sir. -1.1 imp. g“| 
review of Stephen 
of Slinkespeara’s Sm>iW uj 
1 think there may w, • fZ 
n ul mistake. Wsngjlj 
No 80 andrclated jort 5 
sor Brockbaak J 

splendid marina hmI f 

sonnets about j 

her sexuality . - 2* e ^SSS* ,f j 
to he incorrect. j 

using the 
tress and 

certainly hi 

paradoxical 
net No 137 

again used. 'dj* , 

“ die bay whW»* 

. :>>> 

' Dcpm ^®nt * irttll iy c* 1 

McMicken Hril. u 

clnnati, Ohio ^ j 

‘KateCrt'H 

k ssss ^ft/3 

SSSSl. ^ natji 

Which * ■hffiJJL waders 


bdiliwi'-he* 1 ^ 

: K«nr e !iS?s^ 0BI),: 

dens. London SW» 


ta&erson Morris was thought to 
h ^ nxtravert, given to vio- 
^fscks pf temper, and with a 
■ 5 medievalism accompauicd 

I ' •“ involvement, late in life, 
rather petty, quarrelsome 
!'« groups. This aspect of his 
au y* 1 ? rother hazily pre- 
» j La 29 lir speakers ton a of 
s that The Movement owed 
Morris and Methodism 
I™ 1 Tru °. he wrote News 
wmere, apparently an esca- 
otopia described by his biogra- 
k ' a , J ;3 Mackall, as “a roman- 
i W e . Towards the end of 
JI Ie J h ® was thought to have 
SSj° m ^hat disillusioned with 
I-!® ® n 4 turned his attention 
printing and the Kelmscott 
C® 1 a wor *hy if perhaps 
Brchaie exercise which, like 
rt?l*J»Ive work of his finn, 
J^*Wared with his -polidcaf 

Post-Seiond-World-War 
W/^oweyer, there came a 
ftftf ff bv aluatioh. It was dlsco- 
Oswald Doughty 
Id SJnf, was W always so folly 
m ar ri age to a classic 

beaut y had been a 

1 BexW e “tT Ho “ se * Morris’s house 
built by Philip 
twaS* f k®y building in the 
*him “‘W wteenth-ceiitury archi- 
< hoVll* n f«°wly saved from 

ll, '-BrU?S?^ and , the WJ1 - 

^ota was founded to 

% ff ad B«,o? what he had 

Ipffla&r*.*- *" 

5 Harris ^th”? ^ Popular again. 
IjFonglv ,*‘tlwugb ha 

Lry 1 Opp0 T Se ^ 10 nearly 

-A 0 fl i 21 ,i nI y. « ov e r ed by 

later he was 
^% wliiA I, -L C,irsor o* Art 
5Q 8h1t Q .LhIS} 1 !' lived long 
^Dbalfc 0 ^,^*! heartily dis- 

S »«2r ffiSJ- wda y Wham 

»Hun ®^ ra to many 

. designer of wall- 


papers Iliut have recovered u wril- 
deseiVL’U rcpuurioii. 

Yet many niiscouceptioiis 
remajnetl. A coniinon one whs thnt 
Morris was against machinery; 
mure jniporiuut was the woolly 
view of his politics. Thai they unci 
not been proniinontlv discussed 
since his death was not altogether 
surprising. Mackuil’s biograijhy, a 
classic In many ways, played down 
ins subject’s socialism, for Mackail 
strongly disapproved of it. 

Many years later Bernard Shaw 
declared that Mackail had felt that 
“ Morris look to Socialism as Poe 
look to drink”. Indeed Mackail 
cheated on the matter, by shorten- 
ing a remark of Morris, to give the 
Impression that he had found Das 
Knpitiri almost impossible to read, 
and therefore not to be recom- 
mended. W. R. Lethaby declared 
Immediately after his death that it 
wus “doubtful if he can be called 
a Socialist at all”] G. K. Chester- 
ton wrote him off us “ a sort of 
Dickensian anarchist More 
seriously, in the faco of the facts 
of Morris’s opposition to the anar- 
chists in the Socialist LoRgue, he 
was aligned with them by such 
responsible authors as G. D. H. 
Cole and George Woodcock, 

This remodelling of Murris’s 
political views, begun by Mackail, 
was more damagingly continued by 
one of his old socialist associates, 
Bruce _ Glasier, Just before his 
death in 1920 he wrote a book on 
Morris and the early days of the 
socialist moYoment in Britain, and 
included therein two verbatim 
statements of Morris that pur- 
ported to support Mackail’s impli- 
cation thnt Morris could not under- 
stand Marx. One, much quoted 
since, bad been at a meeting in 
Glasgow in 1884 when Glasier 
quoted him as sayiug, “ I am asked 
if I believe in Marx’s theory of 
value. To speak quite frankly, I do 
not know what Marx’s theory of 
value is, and I'm damned if I want 
to know.” 

. The second followed an inter- 
view in 1890 in Cassell’s Sunday 

When questioned on this by Glasier, 
lie was alleged to have replied 
that he didn’t diink that the inter- 
viewer had got it quite right— “but 
ir is quite true diet I put some 
emphasis on Marx — more than I 
ought to have done, perhaps. The 
fact is that I have often tried to 
read the old German Israelite, but 
have never been able to make head 
or tail of his algebraics ”. As, how- 
over, thirty and more years had 
passed since these remarks were 
said to have been made, end in the 
Intervening porlod Glasier had 
become a strong opponent of Mar- 
xism, and finally a Tlieosophlst, his 
evidence is rejected as unreliable 
by both Professor Meier and 
Edward Thompson. They do the 
some with the often-made sugges- 
tion that in Socialism : Its Growth 
and Outcome (1893), ' written 
jointly by Morris and Belfort Bax, 
the chapter entitled “ Scientific 
Socialism: Karl Marx’* was written 
by the latter. Certainly statements 
from Morris himself imply colla- 
boration throughout the work. 

Nevertheless, with the passage of 
tithe and in spite of the growing 
availability of Morris’s political 
writing, the reluctance to face facts 
unpalatable to many did hot 
diminish. If Morris, safely 'In a 
founding-father niche,, ebuld be. 
accepted arid excused as a senti- 
mental socialist — as Engels called 
him, a charge that he accepted 
with perfect good humour— it came 
much nearer the bone when he was 
firmly claimed os a Marxist. This 
was first done In a pamphlet by K. 
Page Arnot in 1934. the centen&ry of 
Morris’s birth ; and two years later. 
In the two supplementary volumes 
to the Collected Works that May 
Morris induced Basil Blackwell to 
publish, Bernard Shaw, In an intro- 
duction, declared that “ Mbrtis 
stood for Karl Marx contra, irtim- 
dum”. , However, the pamphlet 
achieved small circulation, while 
the Blackwell volumes that in- 
cluded many of Morris's lectures 
were published in n limited edition 
of l,Gi)0 copies, and speedily dis- 
appeared from the market 'as col- 
lectors' pieces— not the most com- 
monly .read .books, , 

Jso aimo&t another twenty years 
elapsed before Edward Thompson- 
published in 1955 his Wii/iem 
Morris, Romantic to Revolutionary , ' 
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Crane's Homage to 'Morris : Morris and his friends in Elvsium, 
is reproduced in Itui Bradley's book. Morris sits in the fore- 
, picking flowers, helow the muse of poetry : looking on r left to 
right) are Swinburne, Browning, Arnold and Tennyson. 
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9 monumental work in more ways 
than one, for It rau to over 900 
pages. This clearly showed Morris’s 
allegiance to Marxism, albeit by no 
means an orthodox one. For a time 
ho displayed strong anti-Parliament 
views that would later have earned 
him Lenin’s accusation of suffering 
from “an infantile disorder’*. 
Although afterwards he somewhat 
reluctantly accepted the need for 
tho . uso of parliamentary methods 
to secure tactical advances. It is 
noteworthy that even in News from 
Nowhere, written in 1889 for suc- 
cessive issues of Conimomosal, he 
described the site of Parliament as 
the Dung Market 
However, as Thompson admits in 
this now revised edition — shortened 
by about 140 pages, but with a 
58- page postscript— his tome 
“ dropped into au academic 
silence’ 1 . It was little reviewed in 
the non-soclallst press, and in the 
TLS it was described as “tenden- 
tious ", " heavily biased by Marxian 
thought” and "splenetic”: the 

book as a whole “merely serves to 
emphasize aspects of Morris which 
are better left forgotten”. In his 
new edition Thompson is not un- 
self-cridcal. In the period pf 
McCarthy] sm he wrote the book 
“In on embattled mood, from a 
position of:. strong polity /commit* 
input. ’’./He'. H ad ' '"^fcrru aed 
often upon that text with moralis- 
tic comments and pat political sen- 
timents”, Sirice then, while remain- 
ing a Marxist, his political position 
has changed, and to’ 1 a pqrtain 
degree his view of tyfortis too; as 
will bp seen belofr. ■ J 
Since Thompson’s book . first 
appeared, , many others, on Morris 
have been' published— nine a year is 


have been' published— rone a year is 
a cautious estimate— but it was ■vir- 
tually left to Paul Meier, a- French 
Marxist, to pursue once more the 
theme: of Morris's Marxism, and in 
1972 he published La Pensie 
utoplque de , William ' Morris , now 
excellently translated with a subtitle 
that does not seem quite to match 
the original or the theme of . the 
Work: It is perhaps surprising that 
such a work, an' , immensely 
detailed, scholarly : study, should 
come from France, where little in- 
terest has been showh ' in . Mprrip, 
but it. is none thq less valuable for 
that,' as the author . shows i-.ap 
extraordinarily Jiitlmate knowledge 
not only of' Morris, his writings 


pnd his associates, but also of the 
whole English ?tiisc-eti-scBne of the 
period. 

He set himself a formidable 
task! to analyse Morris’s political 
philosophy in the light of News 
from Nowhere, and “to set the 
ideas which stem from it side by 
side with all the similar Ideas scat- 
tered throughout his whole work”. 
It is, therefore, not another bio- 
graphy, and the author determined 
to exclude “anything not having 
direct bearing upon utopia ”, So 
this exhaustive work, heavily anno- 
tated throughout, begins with a 
section on Morris's religious views, 
which lie outgrow at Oxford, and 
his middle-class background and 
“bourgeois consciousness" that for 
long led him to believe that social 
reform aiid a return to popular art 
could be obtained under the leader 
ship of the middle class. As late as 
1881, when he was forty-seven, he 
stated in a lecture, “I may say 
without fear of contradiction that 
■ we of the English middle classes 
are the most powerful body of men 
that the world has yet seen, and 
that anything ' we have set our 
heart upon we will have Yet less 
than two years later his faith fn his 
own .class had waned, and in' 
.'2883 .he bgcame ■ a‘ >qdaBet .,apd 

same week that he was made an 
Honorary Fallow of Exeter College 
in his old university. ... ■ ■ 

After, - this brief- introduction 
Meier, devotes- almost 200 pager to! 
dlscussihg the' 'sources ■ and' hi-, 
fluencei ,of Morris's utopian 
thought .that led ■' eventually ■ to 
News, from Nowhere. This /section 
is divided into . three i utopian 
literature^ from Plato to Rlcuard 
Jefferies and Edward/ Bellamy j 
medievalism, including Keats, 
Blako, tiie Pre-Rophneftltes. Cobbecf. 
Carlyle ' and, above all, Ruskiii , ana 
pre-Marxist socialism, from .Babeuf 
and Saint-Simon to Robert Owen 
and Krppotkin. All' the threads of 
thought, that could, dJd or did not 
Influence Morris are' examined 
fairly and with care'. For JeF- 
feries's After London Morris had 
much .enthusiasm. and' b? was “ Im- 
re served ly receptive to the fiery 
prqse' of William Cobbett ”, But the 
society 1 ' described in .' Bellamy's, 
Looking Backward was ,’fcb’ distaste- 
ful for being “ organized with a ven- 


geance " and for iis regimen i niimi 
that ir whs a iimverfui negiuivc 
influence ill leading Morris r*> com- 
pose Ills own utopian opiiosiiinn ui 
the " cockney paradise " envisaged 
by tne American writer. 

Then, after considering ilie in- 
fluence of the Pre-Rapinieliie*, 
Christian socialism and C'hi-Is le, 
none of them important, ilie author 
pays much more attention in i lie 
impact of Ruskin, whose chapter in 
The Stones of Venice on *• The 
Nature of Gothic” made Morris d 
socialist. What most atinieicd him 
in the sage’s message wus tlun art 
was Lhe expression of man's plea- 
suro work, a cardinal point in 
Morris's philosophy and one that Jed 
him to appreciate the art of the 
AJIddle Ages and to repudiate ihut 
of the Renaissance and Post-Renais- 
sancc, which he associated with the 
development of capitalism and the* 
exploitation of labour, thus ending 
the “joy in work” oil which he set 
so much store. For Ruskin’s polir- 
ical views he had much less regurtf, 
and in 1884 he wrote “though I 
have n great respect for Ruskin . . . 
ho is not a Socialist, tliar is, uui a 
practical one ”, and later he stated, 
he was my master be Fore my duvs 
of practical Socialism 

When Morris joined the Demo- 
cratic Federation he had no know- 
ledge of Marx, but soon plunged 
into reading Kapital in French: 
and both Meier and Thompson pro- 
vide the most detailed evidence 
from Morris's own writings and 
declarations that he was deeply in- 
rluenced by Marx and Engels, 
whom he knew. 

That he, like many others, found 
Marx difficult to read is no evi- 
dunce that he dismissed him or 
was uninfluenced by him. Thomp- 
son says of Meier’s “ weigh tv and 
often helpful study", which he 
read in the French edition, il it 

he has examined with ilie prun- 
es! care every evidence of Mm-.i&t 
influence upon him l Muni: J, 
either through texts nr by way «.f 
conversations with Engels and with 
Bax.. ..One can be assured that 
the book will put a final end to 
much rubbish ”. Meier in ills turn 
frequently pays tribute to Thomp- 
sons original research. 

From this point, however, their 
views divergo somewhat, For 
Meier— and, essentially for Thomp- 
son too in his first edition— Morris 
was ** converted " to Marxism. 
When he came to similar conclu- 
sions Thompson allowed Intuition 
to have played a partj but to 
Motor it must have boon because 
Morris had access to works of 
Marx and Engels, then unpub- 
lished, or was made aware of the 
thought behind them through con- 
tacts with Engels or through Bax. 
Meier makes tills point several 
times, and he is the First to do so. 

One of his conclusions is that in 
Ndws from Nowhere Morris fore- 
shadowed Marx's theory- of the “ two 
stages” in the post-revolution era: 
socialism and communism. Cer- 
tainly, as seen from the twenty- 
second century there was a “first 
stage” after tha Revolution that 
had occurred, according to the 
book, in 1952. Then, even earlier, 
Morris was writing In 1886 about 
two different views of the future 
society that though- “sometimes , 
opposed to each other as Socialism 
and Communism, to. my mind' fdie 
totter], to simply- the ; necessary ,da* ■ 
TSvcpment of the>foinner,. which im-' 
cl ie*. id,; transition .period As’ , 
Marx’s statement only appeared in 
The Critique of the Gotha Pro- 
gramme, published in 1891 after 
News from Nowhere was written, 
Meier writes that he finds it “dif- 
ficul t to believe that he was cap- 
able of rising to this' theoretical - 
level oh his own”. He . concludes, 
therefore, that as Marx’s unpub-. 


Just published 
Bard of Savagery: . 
Voblen and Modem 
Social Theory 
J.P. Digoins, 

£9.95 ■ . 

’’Most important"— 
J. K. Galbralthi ' 
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ILsIicd work ivus in F-ingi-ls'*. h.imlt, 
it was from tlie Inner that Morns 
wsi? upprised of this theory . 

Willi lilts Thompson would nut 


a .. rC e Already in 1959, in a I l- curio and importance < 
the William Morris Society, he ably long work, 
vws insisting thut Morris’s thcoruti- ul which is tax 


|,iv work iv.is firm piiWished in modelled. And Sigurd the Volsw ig 
PJ72- for rhere hus hern a widening is double tiie extent of the I olsung 
debate among the Marxists. Saga on which it w based. It » 

™. — »« s«- szm- “sraj'irss 


The Shelley orbit 


cal “ discoveries ” were cnmnlcnien 
tary to those of Marx, that his 
great contribution wus to expo.su 
what he believed to be the “ Innate 
moral baseness ” oF existing 
society, and rn provide, alongside 
Marx’s economic and philosophical 
basis for a new society, a moral 
one. For this he described Morrit 
as “ tlie greatest moral initiator of 
Communism within our tradition ", 
In the postscript to his new edi- 
tion Thompson suggests that Meier 
down grades Morris's contribution 


the second half 
taken up with a 
detailed analysis or Morris’s 
thought as expressed in News from 
Nowhere and other writings and 
lectures in which he was consider- 
ing a transformed society. Meier Is 
particularly concerned in counter 
the popular conception that 
News from Nowhere was llttlo 
more than the “ romantic pas- 
torale " dint Mac kail described it us, 
aliuding to its " slightness and 
fantasy ”, Morris did not conceive 
of it us a M rural idyll ’’ that arose 
through some Fabian inevitability 


w* T.urihV rhnthe \vb scannbleof .of gradualness. A long chapter 
independent thought on matters of entitled “how the j s 

nrtll Hr 'll HioQtV ThcEC Wd'ft SOIRfitimCS OVOL*loolC6d« Old Hfllll* 
fid not so much Srom a “Ton- mond soya in reply to the visitor’s 
version” to Marxism as a gradual Q»wy as to whother_ the i evolution 


development from ids ow", "role In came |*accf ully : “ ‘ It was war from 
tlie KuJiiuntlc tin dill on. Tilt- most beginning to end. Ll ,, "». 1 ' 1 

S *?1> S I" 1 ’ 0 , firin' 


r reared by ills reading of Rusk in 
and bis founding of ihc Sucierv fur 
the Protection of Ancient Buildings 
(187 7), which forced hint to con- 
sider tlie place of urt in society. 
Thompson has a telling quotation 
from a pamphlet Morris wrote in 
1880, i e, before he been me a 
socialist nr had read any Murx: 
“So the life, habits anti us pi rut ions 
of ail groups and classes of the com- 
munity are founded on the econom- 
ical conditions under which the 
people live, and it is impossible to 
exclude socio-political question:* 
from the consideration* ni nest ho- 
lies.” 

Accordingly, Thompson secs 
Morris as a " Communist Utopian”, 
who provided a “ inorul realism” 
of which the hardening arteries of 
orthodox Muixlsm did not take 
proper account. The utupiimisin 
was not Just a hangover From Mor- 
ris's earlier romantic standpoint, 
but on essential element, in a for- 
ward-looking philosophy. “ Morris 
may be seen as our greatest diag- 
nostician of alienation, in terms of 
the concrete perception of tho 
moralist and within the context of 
a particular English cultural tradi- 
tion. And if he was that, then he 
remains a contemporary figure.” 


could spin verse with as great 
facility as he could weave tapestry. 

The great Icugth of these works 
Miss Oberg defends as being in the 
traditon of Morris’s time, as exem- 
plified by Balzac, Trollope and 
even Wagner. She supports also 
the esoteric style of ills prose 
romances — -poriiaps the chief impedi- 
ment in them being read today. It 
was, she contends, 
a sensible and original response 
to A literary problem. He was 
faced with the same diffi- 
culty all translators and writers 
of historic fiction must face : 
how to convey die essence of a 
civilisation different from one’s 
own in language intelligible to 
contemporary readers . , > Mor- 
ris's solution was to invent a 
diction diat was foreign to 
Victorian England yet llmler- 
.stunduldi* to sympathetic readers. 
From this view, incidentally. 


By Aletiiea Hayter 
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Tactics of the chancellor 


-■lame 5: 1855-1860. 617pp. 

YAlpnc < tor. I fCCfi TOOn-r, 


snliduted The menace of revo- 
lution, whicli had overhung the hun- 
gry 1840s, had been dispelled liv 
a spectacular economic upsurge; 
and Chartists, burning to overthrow 
the social order, hud been replaced 
by reformers, eagrr only to share 

SfcjfiiSfid -SuraL! rr*S si 

iiL.i ° e — ogress mthoul Chancellorship of the Exchequer— sign which in emu that he had had 


isi>l in lfc. r »9 involved no mural con- 
flict mid induced no passage of self- 
analysis in his diary. ll was, us 
Mr Matthew states, die bn rd-headed 
response of an executive politician, 
with u programme for action, wliu 
Heeded to save his career. Glnd- 


pecu-J volcanoes seethed perpetu- 
ally benerfili the surface of his mind, 
rite conduct of his rescue work 
among prostitutes became lew uf a 
craving and more of a habit. Few 
individual cases seems to have been 
highly charged emotionally, and 


The astronomical metaphor 
title of this biography 
one. .lane Dunn's thesis 
rays of Mary Shelley’s 
have been unfairly eclipsed . 
shadow of Shelley’s larger . globe 
But moons, eclipsed or not, give out 
no rays of their own ; they need 



it.’ 1 Do you nieun actual fighting From tims vie\v {i lncitieutauy, 
with weapons?' said I, ’or the Thompson dissents. To attempt tn 
strikes and lockouts and starvation make a new tongue in that way 
of which we have heard ? ’ 1 Both, 
both ’ he said.” 

Morris also clearly full that the 
first stage of State socialism 
after the revolution was neces- 

ijrertv dill Geo t- S^U^STSSSi after’ bdng ’out order, safety, peace, a strong pre- 

in«° ie Mn,£ f". of print for more tlian 50 years a ference .far ordhiary aFfectimiatc 
new edition of the seven prose 
romances is announced for publica- 
tion here in the next few mouths. 


most memorable in British 
ness microscopic aawiM.iJ^.i. he never dreamed of 
rclatUnuhipc between af^tmothiB to enlighten, entertain, 
^ ^..CiflSSo fitare ‘ 


about the fact that he 


in 
hones 
hated 


was to disengage From, rather than 
to challenge, the sensibility of 
his time.” Miss Oberg suggests that 
tiie great popularity of ToUd en’s 
books may lead to a revival of 
interest in fantasy, and it is intcr- 


of ten prefen-ed against her is un- 
just, she did have a craving for 


Thompson's arguments appear 
valid, though perhaps in extricating 
Morris from an orthodox Marxist 
frame he makes rat her lin> much uf 
rlie objections to Meier’s case, t’ei- 
tainly Morris emerges us u much 
clearer, more independent political 
thinker than has generally been 
appreciated, but Thump son goes u 
long way when suggest iug that 
" Man ia may be assimilated to 
Marxism only in the course of self- 
criticism and re-ordcrlng within 
Marxism itself”. For ill Murxism 
today there appear to bo many man- 
sions. Meier would nut agree with 
Thompson's viow that urtcinpis to 
assimilate Morris to various forms 
of Social Democracy “ were given, a 
check long ago”, lie freely admits 
that Ids own book was Pot all that 
influential* and this is' borne out in 
some subsequent works. 


Meier, on . the other bund, 
obviously wrote his book with tlie 
view that the battle for Morris's 
l»Ktical soul is still on. and he goes 
, 1o enormous pains to demonstrate 
'.the impact of Marxism on Morris 
nnd to show that his sketch of 
Utopian Communism was based on 


gie Burne-Jones in 1888. Moreover 
May Morris stated thut “he would 
no more accept the tyrminy of a 
Collectivism thut would crush indi- 
viduality than he would accept the 
tyranny of Capitalism.” He realized 
the risk in a post -re volution ary 
world of “the danger of the com- 
munity falling into bureaucracy, the 
multiplication of hnurds and 
offices, and all the puraphornaliu of 
official authority”. Though lie wus 
not a simple-liter, os many think 
of him, he hated rlie centralized 
state. His new world hud none of 
the centralized authoritarianism, 
and over -organized Ufa and institu- 
tions of most utopias. Although a 
modest mail, he was no less an 
independently minded one. Meier 
and Thompson between thorn have 
made out an irrefutable, if Some- 
what varying case, for die Marxist 
inspiration of Morris, but It is a 
fair conclusion that were Morris 
alive today he would Hlign himself 
with Eurocommunism. 

Tn a vintage venr for books ‘on 
Morris, two oilier rucciii works 
deserve alien lion. Whereas in 
recent yours at least there has hctu 
no lurk of biographical studies and 
critical cnnsiderituoiis of him as an 
influential designer and u signifi- 
cant political figure, the aspoct or 
his work lor which during most ol 
his life he was best known to his 
con tempo rnrlos, Ills epic poems pud 
prose romances, liovo hugely been 
neglected or passed over in slightly 
oniuarrasBad silence. Among works 
of serious appeal and popular suc- 
cess — 7’hd Earthly Paradise went 
into many editions in Morris's life- 
time — lu the latter port of the last 
century, <thore can be few so little 
read today, except his very first 
.work, The Defence of Guenevere 
(1858),. True the . literary-minded 
Victorians must have had more 
time to read than most have today, 
but the success of The Earthly 
Paradise Is a tribute* to tiie literary 
stamina of the long-distance 
Victorian reader. For as Charlotte 
Oberg points out in A Pagan 


For them mid for the preceding 
epic poems Miss Oberg has 
produced a closely written analysis 
and critique which should stim- 
ulate interesr. Morris, she points 
out, chtofly wrote about heroes ; 
active, aggressive and often brutal 
heroes, who when triiimpliuut acted 
for the commonweal. His works 
were in ' no way influenced by 
Christianity, mul indeed there is 
no evidence aL all that lie wus 
religious. As the title nf her useful 
study Indicates, Morris's outlook 
was pagan, though “consistently 
primitivistic, Ins particular form of 
paganism is highly civilized, far in- 
deed from a truly primitive way of 
thinking*'. For thnso prepared to 
dive in at the deep end of Morrisian 
romance, Churlotte Oberg is an 
encouraging instructor and guide. 


home life. Frankenstein, in her 
intention, was alined, we are sur- 
prised to find, at “ the exhibition 
of the umiubtoness of domestic 
affection ”, and even the monster 
is made to yoant to settle down with 
n wife of his own in Smith America. 
It is ironic that Sir Timothy 
Shelley regarded Mary as such a 
home-oi'euker, since in fuel site 
would have made a very suitable 
churelaiue fur Field I'iuce- A 
settled home where her children 
could he brought up in safety, ami 
she could study to her heart’s con- 
tent, would liuve been most wel- 
come to Mury Shelley, us her lute 
happiness there ut the very end nf 
her life proves. What she got, 
instead of the orderly life of u 
country gentlcmun’s wife, was a 
gipsy cluios of incessant removals 


tetter about it to Hoppner. 


This new biography it tr 
from such stale preotcupifa 
it docs also refreshiogh dri 
the imaginative life, her " 
“ pleasure-dome” to nhld 
Shelley turned from the cl. 
her naturnl melancholy, h 
duo weight to her successful 
utid biographies, her wide i 
her keen-eyed observation d 
June Dunn has stippled i. 
nf a complex women— bow, 
mis and affectionate, Inuj 
studious and self-controM 
also moody, reserved, 
miirhid, and imdexterous ii 
shins. But all this mi 
before, and this book donut 
any really new light on tkt 
add much to Rorit 


were great 


this time would be final. 

His action in plumping for liberul- 


sun to reflect horn ; and if we are M ■ "»»Me did more thm, any- personally comnfax 

to be astronomical about Shelley ' ““‘y. telepathic wake the nineteenth century h ; C arLr P He m?de no bone 

and Mary, it would be more con- tbU partnership has iunwE - h,s caiee1 ’ He made 1,0 bone 

viitcing ri) sec him as a sun whose entfleas miciYMmm* »_ i_- W* 
beams were palely flushed back 

from her reflecting moon. «rtn interest posterity. Unlike i 0ilEed ^ nccomulisfi ■ and although 

It can indeed be argued that Mury respecting £* other famous , diarist from {S'KSwed S Vo,* he must ha?e 

Godwin might have had a more t a f “ L 1 ?^' l *® *. d ““MMi frpy* to Harold Nicolson, Glad- understood that his dtoice of party 

contented life if she had never been J ? 1 tm eschews comment and js pany 

drawn into Shelley’s orbit. Though r fa , ctUBl ' , I! ® ? 

the occuadon of .nobbovy which is » 

The reader’s heart sinkit^ii ^ received, people seen mul 
confronted yet again witlifet kooks read, uiterspersed with 
tevy of who fathered etadoml intimate passages of pro- 

in Naples, or the punleofra foeM introspection and doubt. His 
Byron ever passed on Marykj, girt, therefore, wfaJle much too 

* * . — ; feu and daunting to atb'act ondin- — in—" 

readers, is a mine of inextunut- _ 
value to professional historians By St6Dh6H KOSS 

sociologists. It registers 

ttbdy the ivay in whicn one sss ggag ' """" 

Iy great man's time on 


a notorious demi- 
hnd experienced h 
conversion. She whs 

■i»..Ki.l taUte Cl„.l«. m V n ^roham, Ue Me,'' '\\t 
which he fought, and Ins eagerly while i-idine in Rottou Row The 
5”" ucquuiutance simnlUd for file 


other 


being out of office because there until, in the autumn of 1869, 

Aifig, Which h, 1 


accorded to Gladstone's financial 
policy cemented and invigorated the 
Wliig-Radical-Peelite coalition of 
1859. He experienced in conse- 
quence an apparent relaxation of 
tension, although unseen and unsus- 


she suddenly aroused in him a 
characteristic emotional explo- 
sion “ of extraordinary force 

and ; danger ”, Wc are 
promised Tliat “ very mudi more " 
vriB be lieni-d about this lady in tlie 


next i wo volumes. In tin* tiiL-atuiine 
we may note Gladstone’ « aetpiies- 
cencu in Mrs Thistlcdnvuvii.-'* 
riM|iie>.t dial slit- .vhotiM have a win 
mi whin he told his wife about ihuir 
fpla tonic) relationship; and also the 
editor's conviction tliai Giadsiune 
“just kepi his head”, and iluu he 
never became as dependem ujimi 
Mrs Thisclethwayte u.c H. H. Asijuiili 
did upon Vcuutiu Stanley. 

In his imrodiiciion Mi- iMaulu-w 
Sms provided an intensely interest- 
ing, analytical and in some respects 
austere bidgraphica] accompaiiiniunt 
tu the diary. He has contrived in 
places in mitigate the diary’s' ex- 
treme aridity by inserliug niaieriul 
culled from other sources, and by 
constant quoiations from and rci Li- 
enees to letters, memoranda, 
speeches, articles mul mJier 
docLiniL-iii.s fiublished or nnpui)- 
lishcd, which arc all uvuihilile 
lor cun mi Ration among Gladstone’s 
papers in the British Museum 
or elsewhere. It is a delight 
to pruise rhe quality of the 
scholarship and skill which Mr 
Matthew is lavishing upon his diffi- ’ 
cult but invaluable editorial task, 

Tt would be hard to imagine how it 
could be performed better, and ho 
eai-ns gratitudo, eii couth gem cm mid 
vvurm congratuiatinns. 


Annals of the gutter 


encc. lu judgments are per- 
functory, its citations are random, 


was spent, suggests 

lisdbly ail aide-memoire for pro- 
Jon to St Peter mi Judgment 


and 'journeys, regardless uf her nr v ijl^ detailed bfograpb 
her children’s henilh or con- Kf | n ,t iI^reKt 
voniciicc. It was a life theoretically J 0|lll f isrl l C a[ od studied V 



he diary, which is being pubH- 
i unabridged, is expected uM- 
ely to fill fourteen volumes. It 
lefng edited now by Colin Mat- 
• of Christ Church, Oxford, 
a fifty-page introduction to 
'olumes 5 and 6 is an indl&pena- 
le guide. Those two new volumes 
r the fourteen years between 
i and 1868, and an entry on 
ember 5, 1868, is typical. On 
day Gladstone became prime 
nlsier lor die first time, but lie 
ords Mir. “Off to Windsor 3.30: 
unied 7.3(1 Audience of H.M. 


G. A. CRANFIELD: 

The Press and Society 
From Caxton to North oliffc 
256pp. Longman. £7.95 (paperback, 
£3.95). 


ituuAui j) ua ate Ltmuifiu, VHnOuBlj (leal 

and its bibliographv is so skeletal proclaim alions, 
as to be useless for purposes of 
further research. It reproduces 
the errors of fact, too numerous to 
catalogue, of the secondary sources 
on which it “ heavily ” relies. 

Most distressingly, however, this 
slapdash account makes no sus- 
tained effort to root the history ol 


which, in different periods, niay 
variously denote ballads, official 
religious tracts, 


J iainphlcts, broadsheets, plays, trade 
ournals, literary periodicals, end, 
increasingly, newspapers published 
at varying intervals. Admittedly, 
the distinctions themselves were 
often unclear ; but the author, more 
concerned with anecdotes than 
analysis, does 


run thin, lie resourcefully rid lint vs 
with a “Delicate Advcr ti semen i ” 
or I wo. 


In the begiiuiing was the Word. 
G. A Cranfield does not go quite 
that for back, merely to tno point 
at which the Word was first set in 
type. Even so, he has attempted 
vastly more than anyone could con- 
ceivably accomplish within the 
limited space of this book. 


, , — . . , , , ... not undertake to 

the press in a broader social and draw thorn. His assertions are gen- 
political background. The author's orally tentative, with the exception 
technique, which only sometimes of those he has culled directly from 
appears intentional, is to refer cryp- the scliolarly works of R. D. Altlck, 


y to historical events or con- Robert X. Webb, Arthur Aspinall, 


ti»t 


book for many will be the 145 
well-chosen illustrations that cover 
every aspect of Morris's lifo and 
imerosts. In addition to tho well- 
known pictures of him, his family 
and friends, they include reproduc- 
tions of his designs, furniture and 
interiors, of covers mid Illustrations 
taken from his books and porn 


depressive 
which Juno Dunn lias well rumoured 
with the hippy culture uf the lfltiOs. 

But Mary Shelley would nut have 
chosen, nor dues juuu Dunn .suggest 


Church and Muriel Spait 
over It js seriously nwrrf^ 

ri rpsliod* with* slang awl c W«one appeared: much 'tno'r 

vuculiulury. It reads at 
hud been written in m 
;i hurry, though tvltn • 
eurlitisiusin. 


His narrative extends from 
Caxton, who is featured in the sub- 


cepta between inverted commas 
“tlie Tudor revolution in govern- 
uieut ”, the “ growth of capitalism ”, 
“ tdve so-called * Eloven Years 
Tyranny ' ", “'popular* unrest ”, 
" the so-called ‘ Trial of the 
Queen ’ 11 in 1820. or the “ ‘ people 1 
os a recognized force in noli lies “ 


and Q. D. Leavis, the last credited 
with an " aristocratic " approach 
which, in the context, soems emin- 
ently defensible. 


When he can resist tlie temptation 
to speak vacuously of “ changes . . . 
in die oar” an«l r ‘a new spirit . . . 


The traveller remade 


jitw MrUer. Resoundina moral pro 
if about the nnturo of a Chris- 
Smte, and the relationship be- 
ll duty and ambition, which had 
nearly destroyed him, were 
more or less resolved, and " the 
of his life seemed fully char- 
tho set of his thought con- 



ligBiniciU sMtufimna. uiv inwnzi j 

the Press after this is a subject in 
its own right.” Unfortunately, he 
ha* touched on a welter of themes, 
all equally subjects in their own 
right, and few of them adequately 
considered. The result is an im- 
pressionistic survey which, despite 
its brevity, lacks focus and coher- 


. _ such hackneyed phrases, 

which he does not scruple to define, 
Professor Cranfield defaults on his 
promise to provide a commentary 
on “ the development of society '*. 

By the same token, he provides ua 
meaningful definition of the press 


phlets, and rfootogvaphs of his poli- 
tical life that all In all would he 


not easy to find separately and arc By JqImi Beilder 
not othorwiso available botweou two J 


covers. 

The crisply written text holds 
the balance fairly between the pop- 
ular conception of Morris as a 
designer and writer and as a polit- 
ical figure, although It Is not quite 
true to say that when he became a 
socialist ho “cut himself off from 
the artistic world In which he hud 
previously moved Though- few of 
that world sympathized with his 
^ extreme ” political viows, it was a 


ROBERT lIAltniSON : 

Eccentric Spaces 

177pp. Andrfi Deutsch. £3.50. 


All well travelled people of some 
education know places, buildings. 


cation, is Mr Iteg* 
l eristic uet: he contll ]^L 
thut we judge too »u«i a* 
ton little. 

When he wN,.. !}* 
peculiar to tlie Bohol* 
wondering "» ho show* 
havo misunderstood “ r 
the place but have Wj* 

it. I long to return, tm 

antiquities in a J[ re Jlo 
nt the iew.of.Sir JgJ 


ales of the vicarage 


Graham Howes 


Marx, In doing so, he probably Prophet — William Monis , 

lirew? ton far rim " l*flillf^r«izall . thi'AA.vrvliimia ai%ir* It,, 


rendftfl 


.. . UUI IUUIb-*1 w " V * lA m ftflC 

pictures and books that they are Museum, P° tn JSGBv 

• — tha«ihav tiqmous, , 

guper. Tho wuow ^ ^ 


this 


theme and the contention that 
Morris's ideas were partly based on 
unpublished Marxist writings. Per- 
haps lie too may have had some 
second thoughts in the years since 


lines of verse, Is tom 1 times as long 
as Paradise Lost, three times as 
long as The Divine Comedy and 


supposed to enjoy more than they tiginous, 
really do. In his Eccentric Spaces a guper. — - - , up 
tribute to file rliHi-artpr ’ ■fnncHno Robert Harbison tackles a score of the house is 
and Authority that ho nevir fosf these Introctoblo orabarrassments; ?f n ea ^ , * g 11| . 0 j 

surprisingly often he shows lust longer cun ^ .mere 
the point of perspective from Soane's sanctum a dU f 
which to re-imagine their mysteries, icnce to * 10U jj„, or 'j ^ 


C. HAMMOND i 
.Parson nnd the 


’Victorian 


Indeed it is fur from clear at 
whom tlie book is primarily alined. 
Evidently not at ecclesiastical and 
social historians, for the sources are 
all secondary, and omit such basic 
items as those of W. R. Ward 
and AJan Gilbert (which would have 
helped to sharpen and update this 


P- Rodder and Stoughton. £3.50, 


their friendship and respect, nor 
that of the artistic establishment- 
After all. it was in 1893, after Ten- 
nyson's death, that he was sounded 


twice the length of The Canterbury out as to whether he would accept 
Tales, on which it is partly the Laureateship. 


obsessive c °^ or 4oihef 


., • j. 


Fleet Street's talons. 

• ‘FrederiiTJ VilHers, : the recipient of ; lohnSbii’s ri '.Prohi . . 

• ■ ' 1 Rtr WllUem RiiqVav' ' ' ‘ Archibald Form's pLtiry Wvicfc', was : There are some omi 

i m Wll Hiam . tone of the corps d mite -of Vic- no account of t 

1 i ■ 1 ‘ ' L !• I * ' ' . r • .f/ivtutl iiMa flrtlflhi iirliABA Ji-anitmip 3 


PETER JOHNSON.! 

. Firoht Llije Artists . • 

184pp. Cassell, C&9S. 


“ Ho wever Jh teres tiiig .a ba tile may 
be v ,• • tlie V ic tor lad want, correspon- 
dent of the., 'Daily , Nafvs • told 'a. 
yoiing special artist. 


.tori an war. erilats, whose drawings 
informed and moulded public 
opinion to a degree art had never 
done before. The vivid and telling 
line drawings from the - edge of . 
Empira or the. Wild. West produced 
' an, excitement- And fuelled imagina- 
.tiona in a way . we can only dimly 
understand. The » " specials " * 


Line Artists. 
omissions ; tbete is 
. - -J the remarkable 

search for new and better ways to 
reproduce Sketches which Mr John- 
son, himself a newspaper man, 
would no doubt be able to give. 
But he does tell us which artists 
were more reliable and attentive to 
detail, which should be useful to 
ethno-hlstorians and historical 


closed eyes, to * 
more profound 


.... ,. ,, ; . •» 

’ you must 'alweyif get. away before ! were th^ talons of on innovative, 
your ■re.cMt.. tyr *»SLJ*!± Me Joteon ^ Ti 


-“wSSm- 0 * sJy^sta - 


Because they have an " air of "need* *■ 

literalness ", Mr Harbison says, M" odd Neadoling 
“no sort of book is more impossi- “*“L hJvL.at?4dth 
hly remote than a guidebook, a star- } ,, ®J a ' t J fjrthsr If’ 
fling instance of the gap between jJ/u niineiits 

literature and experknCe”. Yet reddish hr«» 

because his vivid prose successfully «««« inside 

narrows 4 this gap, he makes the co,olir se - 
id dal guide for anyone who already 
knows tiie literal facts or* who 
wants, to transcend them. Wonder- 
ful trips might in truth be inspired 
by his 
through 
not touristic 
tli at unite 

economy 

surprising door, Mr Hurbisoii slips 
away with trenchant words that 
our capacity for sonorous 

— „ and tooling. Only occii- ...... 

sionally does this elusiycncss turn no «ih ,strall0 ?hosB 

from t noa 


i* 


- archetypal Victorians, the 
1 clergy, turning out books 
WphJets on the Early Fathers, 
* vL A R e ^ orta of Loams hire 
' weeding cycle of lona-eared 
e all but disappeared. Spell 
Addal preoccupations .are 


positive effect upon tiie self-image, 
morale and pastoral competence of 
Incumbents. To tell us that " until 
tlie 1870s titer e was a feeling that 
the parochial clergy were better, 
more diligent and more numerous 
than those of tfhe century before ’* is 

- hardly adequate- Similarly the . „ „ , 

account) as well as any reference to two centre] questions (by no means that illustrates nothing so much as 
articles in the relevant academic posed solely by academic special- his own obsession with the . genre. 

ists) as to why so many clergy Elsewhere, when the bawdy bits 
failed 


changed 

little since the sixteenth century ", 
ha declares. " Then, as now, blood 
and sox reigned supreme.” A com- 
Ppfriot of Rupert Murdoch, he haa 
Obligingly quoted as many swatches 
of journalistic sensation ulisui as his 
pages will accommodate. We begin 
with lurid accounts of pillage and 
rape committed by tho Papist 
Spaniards in the Netherlands, pro- 
ceed lin o ugh die ribald propaganda 
of the seventeenth century, sample 
I he “ vulgar H and " vicious »’ 
hi tacks on Walpole, and liugur over 
the “ remarkably dirty newspaper 
wht” that inaugurated the reign of 
George ni, who had the misfortune 
to be “moral to the point of prig- 
gisliness ” r The Regency period 
“witnessed tiie revival of . . . the 
pornographic” tradition— which 

seems scarcely to have waned — and 
Professor Cmrifleld sums it up with 
" one quotation ”, suffldentfly gross, 


J ournals. The one major fact of life 
or many Victorian incumbents, die 
presence of Dissenters in or near 
the parish, does not attract 
serious attention until the penulti- 
mate chapter. 


But if the target is the general 
reader, then Mr iH am mond succeeds* 


S' ^pra^mpSd bv“^ .in proviiHng ah .a equate; affection- 
^'iwuoiversity of Loam shire, ate and undemanding descriptive 
r Clergy themselves,, re- account of the highly, vanegated 

•omawr-.^M U £ ‘ D numbers, and often with social situations^ bc*« rimes and atm- 

2f£ - •L»-. 

of dlctioo JS mo 


coy— or downright infuriating. in»u eusJ'RT^rv 

Truly eccentric spaces remake ft 11 

hoever unaffectedly enters their liabW tSS 

eemets. and this is Mr Harbison s of a .recoghi** . , Ru* . 


Itself 


your material - Will, be hcld'up hr ..Would never leek exciting copy 
never arrive, xou titlst not be .■JSSr.P' 1 F r jor,^_ Alfred _ find 


the process whereby the combat- 
weary special ; who recorded 


whoever 

precincts, and this is' Mr Harbison's 


to “ engage ” at parochia 
level, and whether Anglican church 
attendance rates in specific com- 
munities wore linkqd Do the pastoral 
real, or otherwise, of individual 
incumbents, «re- given* Uctie sttpn-i 
1 *. tion. : To say that ? the idenrifka-, 
* , tiop o£ the dllwa with 
- hastened tile decliub of Church^oiti? 
among the working classes " simply 
_ . _ will not do unless weighed togejhor 

activities and atti- with previous evidence, cited here, 

__ in clergymen. It of tiie clergy’e middle and upper- 

commitments, find comes most alive when has ratiier. class ties, and their 'links, espeej- 
more complex, time- predictable sources— Kilvert, Haw- ally as magi suntes, ;witri *& politi- 

.j — — * — l— ,* — cnaoir tn iM /.=T 'Social order. •• In me latter 

the public role . of local 
pressing, in the 1840s; for : 
ig-un ox rural c'onsfiabul- 

combat social disorder ' in 

ih e countryside, although forgotten 
Mr Hammpnd. w<ae not forgotten 
raqny ' humble, and hungry, 

_ . , - - parlshlonet'S. 

* pJ a :j?S*«P« the operative relevant 
* 1 ° u *k. .written with 

and cleanly, if Yet one suspects. *«t many non- 
s .MWnized Into specialist would willHigly trade a 

vi*UiJ?* ronB « Incomes, edu* few such quotations for some pre- 
•tf’mons, the dead, d«e and considered answers.. ;jo 
and. enunmed with some of the basic questions which 


The atrocities clionided iu the 
Terrific Register , which Charles 
Dickens recalled tut “ frightening my 
very wits out of iny head”, qualify 
according to Professor Cranfield r s 
standards as more " deplorablo from 
rhe moral point of view ”. One in igh t 
have expected, therefore, a more 
sensitive appreciation of W. T. 
Stead’s 1685 crusade against child 
prostitution (“one of tho greatest 
journalistic scoops of all vlnio") In 
tiie Pali Mall Gazette. Neither 
Slead's humanitarian motives m>r 
his idiosyncratic contribution to the 
“new journalism " of late- Vic tor lan 
times ure comprehended. Professor 
Cranfield liad belter beware: Stead, 
a confirmed spiritualist, may con- 
trive to take his revenge. 

The distance ironi Stead to 
Hnrnisivorth. (as NortiicUffa com- 
menced his mercuidal career) was 
not great:, either chronologically or 
typographically. Tho author bridges 
it with a brief description of tlie 
Star, Whoso radicalism lie confuses 
with that of Cohlmtt and flcrherlug- 
ton, neither of whom would have 
known what to make of its occa- 
sional contributions from Hyndman, 
Webb, and Engels. The young 
Harms worth, craving a quick profit 
and nor. yet a political Influence, 
was presumably no less mystified by 
the Star’* progrosslviMii. lie Lpld'a 
reader of Answers, tho cornerstone 
of Ills Fleet Street umpire, that 
11 politics play no part whatsoever in 
the management of this paper". 

The book culminates in a porirah 
of the fledgling entrepreneur, drawn 
largely from Noithcliffe’s official 
biography and put into persnecLive 
by A. A. Milne's quip that "Harms- 
worth killed the penny dreadful 
by the simple process of producing 
a halfpenny dreadfuller ”, Profess 
por Cranfield, as Milne might have 
put It, has written a £7,95 dread- 
fullest, 1 miscellaneous in its con- 
tents and' meretricious In its style. 


Rn J I- VTglftl . Wine UL LD*^ WWt* 

i ^ One mi^t lie Just . below the surface. They 
jjfe.forahy eWeehS- might Uke to . know v*ethw Je 
ir ^k^of curate ’\_ad-, dutrch reform Tegislation of the 


Anyone looking for - a more 
sharply focused view of the Victor- 1 
ian clergy than that provided here 
should read Owien Ctiojlvrick’a 2’lid 
Victorian Church ;; while several 
recent mo no graphsj notably- Jajrtes; 


Obelkevich’s ppnebratiitg ai^ evnear 1 
live close-up of religion kt nine- 1 
teenth-cetmiry Ekwln ^idre, 1 j pro- 
vides jiist the kind of precision and 
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The invisible radicals 


By William Lamont 


MUR II A V TOLMIE : 


enduring ciuiu relations uf Protes- 
tant dissenters, nt the time of the 
puritan revolution in England ”, 
and not after 1GG2 ; the regicide 
was “a secondary aspect of that 
triinnpli 


The Triumph of the Saints^ 


The Seimrure Churches ot Loudo n 
1616-1649 


251pp. Cambridge University Press. 
£9. 


Murray Tol title is, on the evidence 
of this study, a bold man. He wants 
to rewrite the religious and polit- 
ical history of the first hnlf of the 
seventeenth century in England. 
He begins on tire first page by 
attacking Christopher Hill, the 
most learned and prolific ot 
present day historians ^for assert- 
ing that Puritanism differs from 
hirer nonconformity ns much as 
vinegar from ivino. 

Where others see discontinuity, 
Professor Tolntie sees continuity. 
1G62, he argues, has exercised u 
hypnotic effect on historians. The 
establishment of organized noncon- 
formity lias been seen by them as 
an accidental consequence of the 
ministerial ejections of that date, 
its quietist nature ns an exhausted 
response to the violent exuberance 
of religious experimentation in the 
1650s. Professor Toltnie offers a 
different script. Separatism— 
always unpopular with the majority 
of Puritans, who continued to wor- 
ship in their parish churches— was 
it spent force as early as 1616. But 
in that year Henry Jacob returned 
front MIddelburg to establish a 
secret congregation in Loudon on a 
radically different basis from his 
Brownist predecessors. 

His seini-separatlst formula, by 
which individual par is lies . were 

honoured os containing the seeds 
of true congregational churches, 
had a profound Influence on the 
thinking of successive generations 
of Puritan ministers. ProFessor Tol- 
tnie sees them as “invisible*’ radi- 
cals : forced to practise secrecy 
not only to avoid prosecution as 
sectaries but to minimize conten- 
tion with Puritans who worshipped 
in the parish churches. Anti-Lau- 
dUmLsm held, the alliance together 
and gave it a spurious cohesion. 
During the , Civil War ministers 
would In practice 'gather separate 
churches while continuing to de- 
plore ru theory Eli/ubethmi separa- 
tism. 

These men had important links 
with London Levellers and the 
middle ranks of the New Model 
Army. When forced to clionse bc- 
twoen friends in 1646, they ditched 
Lilburne and his Levellers, nnd 
threw In their lot with the anuy 
regicides. The “ triumph of the 
saints ", concludes Professor Tol- 
mie, was “ the successful establish- 
ment of Protestant nonconformity, 
in the form of permanent and 


How far docs Professor Tobnie’s 
thesis carry conviction? Let me 
stale u few grounds fur disquiet. 
He misrepresents the case which 
he wishes to attack. When Dr Hill 
makes the distinction between vine- 
gar and wine, he is comparing , 
seventeenth-century Puritanism 
with Victorian nonconformity. It is 
thus a sleight nf hand which makes 
hint appear to be talking about the 
divide in 1662. The fact that B. S. 
Caup and A. L. Morton have 
written books recently about Fifth 
Monarchy Men and Ranters respec- 
tively is thin ground for arguing 
that historians have altogether 
ignored tin. 1 quieter seini-sepniatisr 
strand-; in English Puritanism of 
die 1650s. There is perverseness in 
defining the regicide as a a 
“ triumph of thu saints ”. Nothing 
in this account supersedes Under- 
down’s admirable study of the 
manoeuvres which preceded the 
regicide, or modifies his judgment 


thm the dec is iu ii was a pragmatic 
triumph of non-saints. fashioned bv 
Iretuit and Army grandees. Lil- 
burns’ s sense of personal betrayal 
(not uncommon with him) nt the 
failure of Particular Baptist minis- 
ters lo stick wiLh him is. in this 
sense, a side-issue. By stopping his 
analysis in 1649 Professor Tnlmie 
leaves out the next decade when, 
in practical terms, the issue of reli- 
gions pluralism wns being fought 
and won. In theoretical terms, how- 
aver, one could say that the issue 
was not finally settled until 
Edmund Culumy’s masterly restate- 
ment oE the case for nonconfor- 
mity, and that was ns late as 17U4. 

Most damaging of all is Profes- 
sor Tolmie’s use of sources. His 
primary material is drawn almost 
entirely from printed sources; 
there Is little use of manuscript 
material. Within the printed mate- 
rial there is mi extraordinary im- 
balance. Four out of eight chapters 
relate to the period before 1G40. 
But seventy-five of the primary 
printed works which lie consulted 
date from after 1640, and only thir- 
teen belong to the period between 
1616 and 1640. Six of the thirteen 


Persecution in Paisley 


By J. P. Kenyon 


ISABEL ADAM: 

Witch Hunt 

The Great Scottish Witchcraft Trials 
of 1697 

256pp. Macmillan. £5.50. 


Witch Hunt belongs to a genre 
which I thought had disappeared, 
that of historical fact embroidered 
by the imagination. Isabel Adam's 
account of the “ bewitchment ” of 
Christian Shaw, daughter of the 
Laird of Bavgarran, near Paisley, and 
tho trials which followed, is based 
oh some very solid and respectable 
research, winch enables her to clear 
up several Inconsistencies and. inac- 
curacies in the origin ;il iiiiiTHtives ; 
yet she uiililtisliingly admits to l,.iv- 
iii^l iim-merf three scenes, commute 
with dialogue of the ivutered-duwii 
Walter Scott variety. Two of them, 
J would have thought, were quite 
unnecessary, and one of them, the 
interview between Lady Oargurran 
and Mary Morison, strikes ms as 
misleading. 

Oiico thi 5 kind of tampering Is 
admitted, our faith in the book as 
a whole Is undermined, especially 
since precise footnote references 
are not given. For instance, how 


observes that Eorty years later, in 
1736, (ho witchcraft laws worn 
repealed (though this does not pre- 


Protestants against Philip 


By Geoffrey Parker 


PHYLLIS MACK CREW : 

Calvinist Preaching and lconoclasm 
in the Netherlands, 1544-1569 

221pp. Cambridge University 
Press. £9.50. 


II of Spain, sovereign of the Neth- 
erlands, decided to send a large 
army to his northern dominion, 
commanded by the redoubtable 
Duke, of Alva, to crush the opposi- 
tion. 


" I am no prophet ... but I assure 
you that the king, after he hears of 

thpu Anlrauea will r-nntu with hie 



m-, . 

ifrUllr 


spired I pie ge-br taking in the' Noth 
eriands was fully appreciated. The 
"outrages’* of the. year had indeed 
! been spectacular’: : armed 'congrega- 
tions -of; several '.thoueahds. .mat-. la 
the fields, tp 1 hear Calvinist pastries 
preach . the Word'' from .May. 


Thus began n war which was to 
last for eighty years, turning the 
Netherlands into Spain’s Vietnam, 
costing tho Spanish Habsburgs a 
fortune in -men- and money and, 
ultimately, their hegemony in 
Europe. The decline of Spain as a 
great power can be traced back, at 
least in part, to the iconoclas u and 
the Calvinist preaching of the sum- 
mer of 1566. 

, Imblect, lV tS :■ “ ^at' PKylUs 

tMqtk- CrelwV baok leaves a ! ;|ot to 
. be desired-. My., chief complaint is 
■ that instead, of dealing, as her title 
.claims. ' with ' 1 -the’ -Netherlands ” . 
••.(that.' Is, - ' with .'the , soventeen pro- ' 
yinces ruled by the Spanish Habs- 
bUrgs),- wo are told Dn page 1 that 
v. * By : Netherlands I rtiean the pro-i 
; yinces .of. Brabant, ! Flanders, ' 
I*iSge,' Artois ’*.; This is 


onwards ;, several; hundred. churches 


were desecrated -by ; paid gangs of 
iconoclasts , frdm August and 
several towns refused: 'to accept 
government orders -and began to 
raise troops for them defence from 
November. 


These acts of defiance went far 
beyond the level of 'whjat was poii> 
< Really acceptable. No sixteenth-cen- 
tury government could tolerate 
' apCh, .blatant disregard for its au'th- 
«itjr and* in November 1566,:PfiUip 


*» wuc iitauiritc 

flcation for this- division ", . since 
• the - Reformed -movement -. in the 
South was centred on Antwerp and 
.-tended to look towards France and 
. Geneva for support,, whereas the 
movement m; the north was centred 


1 'L. *• V — . — - - , - . mm vciiuvu 

m ®SWW» and looked to England 
, dnd Germany,: this does not. explain 
^ > ?“rvey includes Lifige, 
Vjjjjl W (lore -of the Hnbs- 


are pamphlets written by Henry 
Jacob. It is hardly surprising then 
that Jacob's Influence upon the Puri- 
tnii.s of the 1620s mid 30s is rated 
so highly by the author. 

It Is no accident that the book 
improves when Professor Tolmie is 
writing closer to his sources. The 
Inst four chapters are far superior 
to the first four. There is n drama- 
tic moment in 16-16 when Eli'/ubetli 
Lilburne, petitioning on behalf nf 
her imprisoned Leveller husband, 
meets John Bastwick, and lashes 
him with her formidable tongue as 
a Judas, Professor Tolmie is good 
on such moments, because by then 
be is closely involved in exploration 
of the labyrinthine politics of the 
mid-lG4Gs. What lie is less good at Is 
explaining why the separatist I.il- 
burnes and the rigid Presbyterian 
Bastwick should h-avo felt n com- 
mon cause* earlier, in rlic lG3fls. 
And this is where the structure ot 
the book lets him down. 

Static analyses of “ Jacob’s cir- 
cle", Independents, Particular Bap- 
tists and General Baptists are poor 
vehicles for the ambitious thesis 
they are meant to carry. To speak 


much of the dialogue in the inter- 
view between Sir Joint Maxwell of 
Pollock and the two Paisley minis- 
ters Is genuine? More subtly, we 
are told that the Laird of Bargarran, 
late for church on one occasion, 
11 noticed a momentary tremor in the 
singing” as he entered, and that " it 
touched him on the raw ”, for “ he 
disliked being on show". Later, in 
court, he glanced sideways at his 
wife : “ She was leaning forward on 
the bench, the delicate colour on her 
cheeks deeper than usual, a sure sign 
that sha wns excited.” Sometimes 
this kind of information is found in, 
or can plausibly be deduced from 
the kind of original narratives Miss 
Adam is using, but not often. For 
that matter, I atn deeply sceptical of 
some of die dialogue supposed to 
havo taken place between Bargarran 
and his wife. 


cisely mean, as she thinks, tliot “ It 
was then illegal to claim thnt anyone 
had bewitched anyone ,J i. The impli- 
cation is that nothing happened in 
the Interval. The true picture is 
slightly different. 

It is true that the history of witch- 


craft In Scotland, despite the pub- 

s VI, is 


How much this matters depends 
on u reader’s own uttitudu uitd stan- 
dards. It is perhaps u more .serious 
criticism that Miss Adum fails to 
put this incident in Paisley in 1697 
in any kind of context, Hntl this 
despite the intensive study of witch- 
craft by professional historians in 
recent yenrs. She mentions on one 
occasion that there had boen several 
witchcraft trials in Scotlund over 


licity given to it by James 
difficult to establish. In England, 
after the holocaust initiated by the 
notorious “ Witcliflnder-General ” 
Matthew Ilopklns, between 1645 and 
1647, prosecutions died down under 
tiie Republic and tho Protectorate, 
whose spokesmen held advunced 
views on this os oil many other mat- 
ters. Indeed, they set something 
of an example to the northern king- 
dom; a Scots “ witch-pricker " Im- 
ported to Newcastle til 1649 was 
chased back across tlio border by 
tho local Ml*, and there is sonio evi- 
dence that after the conquest of 
Scotland in 1651 the English Judi- 
cial authorities began lo entek down 
on over-zealous local sheriffs. In 
England the trend continued; witch- 
craft was regarded with increasing 
scepticism in intellectual circles, an 
attitude which gradually permeated 
tho uppoi' classes ; the last execution 
for witchcraft was at Exeter in 1682. 


the previous twenty or thirty years ; 
towards the end of tho book stio 


Scotland is nt first sight different. 
From 1622 to 1G88 tlioro was a 
steady drizzle of witchcraft cases, 
sometimes ending In oxccu linns, but 
no outburst of casus as with the 
Hopkins episodo in Euglund. Iltiw- 


The same somewhat cavalier atti- 
tude marks other aspects of this 
book. French and Dutch words are 
misspelt, especially place-names 
(the map facing page 1 is a disas- 
ter : " Ocbies ” and ” Bren the ", the 
latter province in the wrong place 
too, are misprinted and the south- 
ern border of Li&go is quite 
wrong); and figures tend to be 

{ iresentfld in a confusing way. Thus 
n Chapter 2, where Dr Crew dis- 
cusses the collective attitudes and 
backgrounds of the group of minis- 
ters active in 1566. the reader is 
told that “nearly half the group 
committed some hostile act against 

10 other} preached directly before! 
or. immediately after 'the iconoc- 
lasm; 2 led prison breaks, 14 parti- 
cipated in military campaigns, and 
1 committed murder “-—but we are 
never tokl how many ministers 
were in- “ the.- group ", Admittedly, 
the reader is referred to a list of 
ministers (Appendix B), but even 
there he has . to add up the total 
for himself' (58, if. my arithmetic is 
correct— ralthough it may not • be, 
for earlier in the text we are told 
that The group was also divided 
m ^PUS. °* • • language . . * 31 
woke Flemish, 18 . French Were 
the .(Other, nine mutes?) And after 
this time-consuming ;exercise...the 
reader is little: better off, for it 

transpires that several ministers 

were involved in more . than :one 
sort of violence (many ministers in 
Flanders, in - particular,, were in-, 
yqlvod (n both fconpclnsm and 'rais- 
ing (reaps). . . • r 

:But readers should hot be .put 


off by these tiresome defects, for 
Dr Crew presents material never 
before available in English, and 
she presents much familiar evi- 
dence in interestingly new ways. 
There is much here on the atti- 
tudes as well os the actions of the 
300 or so ministers and lay 
preachers active in the Netherlands 
during tho quarter-century before 
the iconocl&sm (although Dr Crew 
does not seem to consider that 
Ntase attitudes might have changed 
and become more radical as time 
passed). There is much fascinating 
anecdotal detail on the events of 
1566, most of them the work of a 
.small band pf men, 100 at most, 
: who smashed 1 images all 1 over 
Flanders -for a daily wage. Modern 
sociological theories ore exploited 
to explain the otherwise mysterious 
fact Wat the disruption of 1566, in 
which crowds of thousands obeyed 
pie directions of previously un- 
known leaders, was achieved by So 
few ministers (not all of them 
sound in doctrine). Dr Crew also 
compares the relatively bloodless 

S regress of the Reformation In the 
letherlahds with the gory events 
which accompanied its establish- 
ment in France and tries to formu- 
fate a general pattern of crowd 
behaviour for sixteenth-century 
Europe. Even though this attempt 
to harness sociology to history is 
not . entirely convincing, it was 
worth trying. Historians should 
always be willing to cross irifor- 
diaspiKnary ; - febn tiers. But yVhen 


showing 0 wha’uS’Sj' 

111 the 1630s. 01 “t sir;,-, 


Pratts* 


unu-ieti a {afferent C 7*- 

from n wide ranee nt' 1 
disnitivine fcnfje of sou:;,, , 


displaying s fi 

virtues as a '■ 

narration, which 
oiiL the complexity rf * '-J 
Llff. Minions. 'y| 


merits is U» ‘t * 

Edwards's cjjjjjl 


1646. Historians are ng£*' 

On the strength of iffS* 
Hooker Is called th e r 


hack beyond Burke— claim ? 
semi' nal Jnnwnce. By i<M 
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Growing up thespian Main Street marginalia 


By J. B. Broadbent 


conscientious objuuor vviiikiin 
forestry” 


Suyle Wds another boiiKjsexu.il. 
8 j Jussive and utlileric one, 
svlth a large ugly huad, straw- 
coloured hair hiu] glasses, and 
an ugly feminine mu nth, weak 
and sensuous, with pig-bristle 
stubble mi his chin. 

Like 


By Paul Bailey 


pAVfD HOLBROOK t 
A Play of Passion 
214pp. W. II. Alien. £4.95. 

_ -------- ~~ ‘ Lik P.. ,h ,p “ fot timber worker, 0 

it „ I - “* *«spt<i ( -i , J . ’ Ul , 1 , d 1 ril ? sdioolmaster who 

liookcr is called the father Vil This h the precursor of David Hoi- . looked as if lie hud worms ”, Sayle 
I tcan ism, but more pcod!« ;. t brook's other novel, Flesh Wounds, ,s “ much n victim nf nrnvinclu] 
seventeenth century read published by Methuen in 1966. Pauf prejudice as tha hero. 

^ & m er3.eiJcli hi i S I X l | ,-_fnrn, yeQr 3 Yct llai ., s ,, M irury do ^ , 


JON HA.SSI.CU • 

Sliiggerford 

341pp. Andie lletitsch. £5.50. 


CT l te V J«iniSrSI -*• CMC, non, md th ' e 


is 


sad goo 5 to Cambridge, m rivsn cn » or . „ . 

••.•ukocc, Buaat Hounds he joins the tanks, is church' Paul ?.L h lit scl/urc , m 

who has read Prafessi vi wounded and reiurns to Cambridge Yn« i .»o !r ,hl i 

book— and despite the after the war. Flesh Wounds is £jj?M. 1 r y stal 

thesis and insubstantial dwj the better work. It is now pub- « n ^ ‘ Eas . AnrflSIf 5S l,ip 

ration, the last four chSf, Sied by Longmans in Imprint SJld^ sll £f rl ■ SS 8 

themselves make it ti vSnlrf to 1 *' fln educational series, along scenes of "lovn ®wLi. i t t 10 
study— can leave it viK 1 with some 7. Cars saipts and stories « vrasn’t An . n e ' w!l ° 

conviction that, in ifcKi t/ Doris Lessing and other efforts C Z L iw 

to write about “ordinary” life: ^ 

mong them, Flesh Wuwids is duck . 

worthy and capacious. Holbrook’s At tiie heart nf the story is Paul’s 

node of externalized detail suits need for wlnt ha presents as the 

the confusion of war — of being lost " ’ 

in battle or firing at your own 
troops. 


conviction that, in the 
muckraking journalism d 
Edwards, men who recoiled hi 
world turned upside dunH 
found their authentic volrt * 


A Play of Passion shows Paul 
noring from backstugu Jo lIic local 
„ ... uiuleur theatre to the producer’s 

ever, after the Revolution ikin ndtcdral funeral ; front fumbling 
n "ill Annie hi Norwich to trouble 

smsa £ S "Sr Ft 

which draws our a unfa [["S’ Is wj}? tenJ-lifo founder 
Andrew Turner, minister it Ea ld „ d “ r ' ,,ark f t , Theatre, 

ran hi 1697; Miss Adam *3 Z dJSLSSt l 118 , ste P s 
»rent deal of time on him^Jf St, Stephen s, St 


essentially homosexual ethos of the 
theatre. Tiiese issues begin to 
tall in towards each other : tho 
sixth-former, rucked between ex- 
panding mind and expanding lust, 
needs the priest, teacher, “ nrty” 
person who can acknowledge both 
forces and mediate them for Jum- 
per Forming a transitional role, but 
homosexual’’ only in a ritual 
sense: homosexual desire remains 
taboo. 


Jon ITussler’s first novel invitee 
com pur i sun with Sinclair Lewis's 
Mum Street, What “Red” did for 
Sauk Center, Mr Hnssler tries lo 
do fur unnihcr small town in Min- 
iiesuiit, which lie calls Suggerfoi'd. 
Lake Lewis, he is a caricaturist of 
sorts, ini t with out the enrliur writ- 
er s swot-p and authority •. I.ewis 
puts the knife in witii a certain 
grandness ; Hassler withdraws it 
before any real harm Is done. The 
small-minded people who wheel 
and deal along Main Street are 
memorably larger titan life, where- 
as the inhabitants of Stupgcrford 
scarcely begin to exist. They me 
types, nnd well-worn fictional ones 
nt that. 


And the sixth-former is perhaps 
a moded of the provincial adult, 
who also needs priest, dramaturgist, 
or sJnmly «* culture ”, not for its 


Theru s the rnudy demist, for 
example. Jivery smull town hux its 
lustful ndo otologist, and Stngger- 
fords Is Due Oneguard. lie is liav- 
mg an affair with his nurse, Stella 
Gibbon, ilia wife of the football 
««ch at Stncgorford High. Stella 
can t tlrnnk Doc enough fur her 
now bridge (with gold trimmings), 
so i each day she surrenders to his 
will over & leisurely lunch of wine 
and cheese. Stella is inclined to 
flight mess — a justifiable fniling, 

when one considers to whom she is 


married. " foiu.lt ” Gibbon lives For 
fiioihall .inti w reeling, mid talks 
sport rntiiid tilt- clock. He has put 
in np pen ranees in hundreds of llol- 
lywuod ntuvies and not a few 
blockbuster imvels. lljs performance 
in St tinner ford is" never less than 
pi'ifilictiible, 

Tiiere's ci dried-up young spinster 
ariiiind, inn, just waiting for Mr 
lughi in reuim'e her niuraphorical 
specs nnd tell her she’s beautiful. 
tiHugc-ne is a walking reference 
library, a positive mine uf facts and 
figures, whose knowledge falls on 
deaf ecu s. There’s also an older 
spinster on band, hut dried up she 
isn’t — -Miss McGee, still teaching In 
her sixties, is Deeply Human in Iter 
caiminkei'oiis way. Her idea of n 
good poem is Joyce Kilmer’s 
" frees ", which is, after all, a very 
wholesome work.' The poetry of 
Herscliel MaucrJef, however, sands 
liar on the rampage. Who is Hers- 
chel Mancriuf ? He is a decidedly 
n n wholesome young bard, whose 
oeuvre is of u lavatorial persuasion, 
lie fits every philistine preconcep- 
tion of how n poet behuves and 
thinks. TJil-ii there's .... 

Well, there are n lot more of the 
aume in Stagger ford. 1 recognized 
them nil— not from the small Lown 
Minnesotan nnd Dakotan life I urn 
familiar with, but rather from the 
had films mid books about middle 
America I hove been seeing nnd 
reading for nearly a quarter of a 
century. Jrm Ilassleris targets are 
uniformly easy ones, while the 
characters lie admires arc the 
mainstay of sentimental fiction. 
Twenty years ago. Stagger (ord 
would have been made into a film: 


Greer G.u Mjn would have done full 
J u vice in Miss McGee; |.ui u 
Wyman's Eniugcne would have lu-uu 
deft nil ive, as well as crippled ; Urn- 
derick Crawford’s font ball cn.i.h 
would nt lensi have liad tlie merit 
nf being closer to humankind than 
1m no nius itk u in ilic novel, while 
the dentist would have been played 
for liiugti!; hy n supporting actor. ' 

Its relevance to life in Miime* 
^Jia, nr anywhere else, in 1978 is 
tut lieu It to ascertain. The picture it 
gives of life in ilia Midwest is only 
intcrniitieiHly exact and entirely 
superticial — a few references to 
gram elevators and miter towers ; 
nit occasional nod In the direction 
or the weather. For all his crude- 
ness, and exaggeration, Sinclair 
Lewis canto much nearer to 
describing the state of 10,0 00 lakes 
titan does Jon Hassler, 

The central character of Stagger- 
ford is an Engdxfi teacher, like Ills 
creator. What startles me about 
this book is that someone so much 
in contact with the everyday prob- 
lems of college students should 
nave assembled so many cliches In 
a work of fiction. The tide is apt, 
anyway, since the story s ruggers 
■from one incident to another, rig hi 
through to the hero's unsurprising 
death in the penultimate chapter. 
But as for rite rest, I can only 
report that after two years in 
North Dakota, I have yet to 
encounter a dirty dentist, a totally 
stupid four ball coach, or a life- 
enhancing spinster with a penchant . 
for Joyce Kilmer. I haven’t met ' 
any f tinny Indians either. I forgot 
to mention the funny Indians.,.. 
They’re there, too. 


great deni of time on him, tt«a ^ »repneit s. at oira sake hut to recoiicilo lntAlVi . 

ESSBBfgS Criminal proceedings 


preachers, but she does lltfi 
it. Despite die distinctly wlf 

By T. J. Binyon 

tury, the last execution ufo ; *«ge the novelist's world, or brain, M deS\rfiere t?J5 ] ,® ! 
nt tilth, fo Sutherland, ai> ra *er than in some cosmounliMn ™°* e aa,Wties ha . ve 


tury, ttie jast execution win ~r*' •*« wonu, or Drain, society where thos^ 

at Loth, in SttMand, «^er dwn m some cosmopolitan some do mhwnce eva? armme the 
though ofterwards Ihe ilifltf# "* 11 ® tflot we have in common ? rulers; in bis home nnK !! 
reproved by the Privy his suCb 


,,liK,,on ' ' 


In some ways, however 
tion in Engl mid was on 
ficially different; Wtcju 
to be a crime p E 
because popular bpllef o' 
clined, but because ireitjw 
llolt, Powell and raker* 
faces against it, over ™^f^ 
bullied juries into siibsW* 

oven denied tho existence" ■ 
in open court, Bven tw. , 
could not nravent 
Jane WfinhnM at Herdorf 
in 1712 and liad to secuit* 
from the Queen. The W 

wn know ot w 


freely imagineble dSnoEf'™' 1 ' V ‘ ,ey d ° 
Abends on a cultural set 
i itself cosmopolitan, and 


Vrjfc Of nrovinokd Ufe 


t. p 5S?. adQl - ex & rl ** c * ? 

perceivcr is still inside it: 
u w |» fofo, , beautifully cut 
® er „ I'dd by a imm witii 
finely made brown slioes " 
" °n a dark red Afghan 
< This world is inhabited not 
oy a real people but also by 
-Mures such as Tom Sayio, 


--- ----- — not: cheir 
must tdierofore be marginal 
— amateur theatricals, generous 
sohooltCML'hci'S — and so, as merely 
iiuftyW-uo] efforts,- tltey , are' coaisjs- 


J ULIAN SYMONS : 

Tltc Biackhcoth Poisonings 
266pp. Collins. £4.25. 


accusation wo bio* jS, 
at Leicester ^ j 


I i. ' T a r'-“ win auyio, alia ur nevOf 

i«rga raw-boned man who was a treated him to. 


whidi would be borh true to that 
ItEo and to die widca* world’s sense 
of what a novel is ? A novd in 
wliioii, say. Dr Beavis, who is kind 
to Paul in bins one, went on being 
kind to him but acted with a touch 
more of the irony that Dr Leavls, 
end Dr Bevos, would both havo 


It fa die early 1890s ; in a villa on 
Blaridipatfi built to resemble an 
East Anglian church by Charles 
Mortimer, a successful toy manu- 
facturer (now deceased), liVe his 
widowed elderly daughter, Harriet 
Collard, her unmarried daiigflitcr, 
Charlotte, and her young n epi tew, 
Bertie. ■ A mile away, jn a modi 
PoiUadian villa also built by Charles 
Mortimer, live Harriet’s younger 
daughter, Beatrice, her husband, 
Roger Vajidervenr, and her stepson, 


at Leicester , 

Parker made tho grand Jpi 
it out. 

is (WJ 


Tlie 


j striking thing : 
If not before, the 


ife after care 


Scowl 




and Privy buu*>v*« -j 
tude of flieir English 
wore 0P 


'Marigold Johnson 


and they 
stronger 




stronger ccqH 

witchcraft trials jWJ 
held before special ^ , 
sent down from Mjjjn 
without a jury. H?ra« 
as though 


Sard kops : 
l Margate Sands 

Seeker and Warburg. £4.10. 


happy chemistry of phenothiazines 
to cocoon tiie brain in cotton wool 
Hnd, as the White Paper 'puts it, 
“ reduce to a considerable extent 
the social and personal deteriora- 
tion accompanying psychotic ill- 
ness ", 


as WUUMi j 

and the English cenW ^ 
could exerewe 


troi over the. < v^ a ^oti 


landmarke^fjg.,,, 


JWjvellst wdio chooses to write 
illness, faces & prob- 


ft only takes a few pages, in 
which we hear Brian Quoting Eliot’s 
"On Margate Sands, I can connect 
nothing with nothing”, to realize 
that the phenothiazines cannot re- 


tina. All he can do is tiling to the 
conviction that family life is what 
redeems human society (be was ori- 
Sfoalily 'certified for dinging to the 
decaying body otf a mother who re- 
fused not only donkey rides but 
medicail help for her brain-danvnged 
boy, and the sister lie plans to con- 
tact is probably an imaginary 


Paul, together with Harriet’s son 
George and his wife, Isabel. (A 
family tree would have been n help 
to the render.) In the course of a 
few mouths three of tiie above are 
poisoned and die. Julian Symons’s 
twentieth crime story is a superb 
detective novel uf an original kind, 
which, while offering rite reader as 
much information as anyone, ends 
witii a surprising and totally un- 
expected conclusion. At tiiQ same 
time his evocation of this lace 
Victorian epoch — n kind ot black 
Diary of a Nobody — seems to ting 
true in every respect It does, how- 
ever, prompt one thought i crime 
writers seem more and more to be 
turning their hand to Victorian 
detective stories (mostly good), 
further adventures <rf Sherlock 
Holmes (mostly bad) and novels set 
in the twenties or thirties (mostly 
indifferent), presumably feeLktg 
titat the trudltional plot and chor- 
aciers can nowadays oply be treated 
In period dress, as pastiche. Julian 
Symons has joined this movement 
uadi bis last two novels, but, char- 
acteristically, both his Hoimestan 
fantasy (A Three Pipe Problem!) 
and ills Victorian murder mystery 
are not imitations, or reworking 
of old themes, but totally now 
departures. 


office in New Scorland Yard ; in- 
vestigation leads Detective Chief 
Superintendent Owen Smith away 
from the simple urt of murder into 
the murky waters of politics und 
security. James Barnett, Formerly 
a commander with the Metropolitan 
C1D, navigates confidently through 
the slurnls in the course til an imur- 
cgting and successful maiden voy- 


CI1ARLES TEMPLETON: 

Act of God 

320pp. Micimel Joseph. £4.75. 




iZ- unless, races a.proo- “ — 

t nace psychotic behaviour is ?“ ce rtl ® isolatioji and honors of 

&Tin(tiA. - _ _tJ .• n « nic liAtu fbAailnm Tfnviv (am ItanumMn 


(s ht» as 

waVburaed to death 


there were JP-t' 

nothing of. A* »»thl5i 


^ r .--v.4<?n a distortion oE the ^, ll , ew , frCddo 1 m - How, for itistasice, 
and recognizable patterns, h , e . bear l . he company of dirty, 
[Characters will appear to tiie despakin^ old Larry, galvanic 
^ .either pitiful, case-studies pyromonJac. , young .:. Buzz. aijd 
JjJom empathy is impossible D K p,0 E? s h^ wll ^ so . .« w>Btain <■. :.Qiofe(Af • 


_ GEORGES SIMENON ; 

ysma T ‘ y j m r 

Buzz into a snort children’s party Translated by Eileen Ellcnbogen 
to jodn the hired entertainment; the 143pp. Hantish Hamilton. £3.95, 

two intruders guzzling Ice-cream in ' 

their i«trty hats are mistaken for T ~ , 

prufesstonoil downs. And. in a scone In tuts 1944 novelette Maigret. 


tlje ame ‘ cheerfully unzips ■ any: mtdp j - : s 
in whicli ana dances knickerltss on the ' 


fohn • system 
; patterns 


was , 

!T10 !i 'll J* ' patterns are Themselves c * w «hle ? The beach is windy and 

instigator was , 5j»?'4tiUo a » Hi Si- B ernard Kops has tried to desolate, but at Mi s Kiliick’s board- 
This, fo approaches, and in house chinas are still worse: 

the forty-six b« tn«i- ..tasteless, stinking, puenle, pre 



Pope Gregory XVTI is lying in a 
coma, near to death ; most papabile 
among the cardinals is Michael 
Maloney, Bishop of the Arch- 
diocese of New York, who is 
already dreaming of becoming thu 
**«t uon-rtailan pt»j>e since Adrian 
VI In 1522. Meflnwiiile, in a cave 
near Qumran, famous archaeologist 
Harris Gordon, Mike's old chum 
and college room-mate, has made 
the most sensational discovery of all 
time, which could havo a shatter- 
ing a effect on the Church and on 
Ctinstianity. Though he Is anxious 
to keop his find secret until his re- 
search is complete, he nevertheless 
reveals It to Mike, thereby con- 
fronting tiie Cardinal with what die 
dust-jacket terms, “an agonizing 
uioral dilemma". In a genre that 
specializes in just this Mr Temple- 
ton lms rather out-trumped, bis 
rivals by producing a dilemma with 
a higher moral agony rating titan 
most-; bur, of course, it is ' not- so 
1 much tha problem as tho way one 
; deafa r .vtfth: it that scatters, and Act 
of- God is not, -In this respect, much 
n^bro .thah an htoff ansi ve and highly 
readable holy soap opera. 


baum'for fa# tf 

be int erest\agj^3 of 
publicized .oi^breM ln \$b 


any re’p^a^hTwon? 8 "^ 



hlv,“ fo. over-protected small 
of u Attempted to create a 
■VgL*»U “In a senr- *»• 
yPetfoctly equipped for 


Hitt 


north. .M F jJ.SuTnt 

know, Hit ‘J*! 1 S 

New 1 En|[labd. 


qijt 


--„,_jiAry ; - fr 

thoy do, they. Should always take 
with them their traditional skills : 


v* UIAUSUIIBI MSiMO I, 

accuracy apd completeness Os Aeli 
as imagination aad inai^it, 


taamitso, amiiiuiis. [JUCnie, pre- 

digested stodgp And - ‘muck ; muck 
swimming in muck j. followed by 
muck” — and an alcoholic Mr'KlIltck 
used by his tyrannical ; wife to 
brutalize any resident trying to 
escape or bfend the rules. 

Mr Kops’s problem is first, how 
to present tills ghoulish place 
beyond any sane imaginings, of 
cone i 0 r psychiatric “care” as though 

°b]Ktivelv 0, Qoon rBco ^ z ' through the fuddled brain of a man 
Ifllf-life J ,ty ' longing twenty years too late to 

ijjqWres ri ‘>, sur * learn n° w » Uve; and second that, 

St 6 ?; r «ad y f or SSS.*? once ln8tal,ed i n this seaside hell, 

lo *N sent 'rfi Brian becomes its prisoner, and the 
''.biolts' - to ' fill ■►w2 ,e ^« ,e only action possible for most of -the 
«it5 f 1 . 11 the days ?nn naoAc ic llip n^ailnnal incident. 


leads his motley group of rebels on 
the road to Kentish hop forms',, only 
to discover that hopping is done 
nowadays by machine. 


, t ._ the 

-.-■t cpiild only really 
Wfi rM Dy ?. madman.” But 
.yrith which this 
. a P is now trying to 


Mr Kbps has a nice surrealist 
touch witii words, although much of 
his novel is so cotioqutefly: written, 
with odd grabs at a kind of folk poe- 
tic style that it fa hard to guess 


of Judea Lapis, shot In the bedroom 
Of ills house, on a tiny housing 
estate just outside. Paris. Hfa chief 
Opponent fa n6t d ' criminal, but 
Fdlide, J.Bpie’8 maid, with her 
obstinate, * naimy-goat forehead, her 
cheap finery,, and her exasperating 
talent for self-dramatization ana 
fantasy. A second-growth Maigret, ’ 


DUNCAN KYLE : 
Black Ceniflot 
1 277pp. Collins, £4.95. 


stuffy sane readers, or sbnply part “jj, „ ivl nVnf W ^ ™ 
of Brian’s quirky vocabulery and to ' j * eminently satisfying- -As usual, 
be reinterpreted aTpsvdiotic Nte translation |g elegant and ^ accu- 


symptonfa. Perhaps, In order to jmake : 

both the horror and tiie anger at ret ]j° ved . ° ie cartridge 

society's treatment of its mental riip rrom an aUtQmatic* not a revol- 


oasualties bearable, he knew he ver- 
must, like Leaii-’s 'Fool, 1 keen ' up our . ; • . 

spirits with lots of firework words. : i- - ^-4-— 

But there is no tragicomic climax, JAMES JiAJlNETT i - 
no -catharsis, in Brian’s, story as we Head of tho Farca . 
are given it— ^merely iihe dulling re 


fo January, 1945, fat an attempt to 
Split Allied unity, K&lCenbrunner, 
head qf the ReichsslcTicrheitshmtp- 
tflnif, arranges for documents show- 
ing the, extent of Nazi syppathiy in 
Britain, and the involvement Of an 
American corooration in German .* 
industry, to % smuggled, to the " 
Soviet union. His unwitting instru- 
ment Is S5 Hauptsturmf Ubrer Resell, 
wounded In the Ardennes, who fa 
flown to Stockholm, Where things 


ip. ahthdr wL ’ .whoni ail 
„ provide IS the . 

' J 01 * e *fatence Summer i brings visitors, 

. wr^ant for Brian, the they are outside Brian’s lonely rou- 


&re given n— ■ meru-iy me wuiaa* re- C( _. - ... . - . 

minder that “major, devetonments J * 34pp. Seeker and Warburg, £4.50 . 

in drug: treatment” haVo-fetied -to . w * "? r^* " ' 1 .' 1 ’ ■' " ■ 1 i , i ■ ■ ' 

make mental iUness . eiiy more Decapitated 1 body' Of Sir .Maxwell 
acceptable. either for. til? parent, or . .Stypp, Commlssionei* of the Metro- 
die worfd around Ww. ’ politan Police, is discovered in hi* 


begin to go wrong with the inter- 
vention of Conway, a » 


» seedy Irish 

journalist with a n .eyo for the big 
story. An ahovenvenage war thriller, 
tense, exciting end well-researched, 
vvltfi some fascinating detail abnut 
Himmler's Schtosj WewelsbOrg, tho 
Black Cdmelot of the title. 
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As laid down by Leibniz 


Bv H. A. Feiscnherger 


uhsula zachlbt > : 

Ilcr/ng August IllUllolHek Woll'oii- 
btiliel 

Vcrxcklmis nicdiziiiisclict und 
iidturwisscilscIluflUcbec Diiicke 
1 47— -1 830 

Clii'(>HoloBi5chci- Index 
Volume 5. 450pp. 

Volume 6. 437pp. 

Volume 7. 411pp. 

Nundeln (Liechtenstein! : Kraus- 

Thomson. Swfr540. 

This is a very large-scale under tak- 
ing to make known to general 
scholarship the life tori cu -medical 
and scientific secdun of one uf the 
must interesting Etiruiwm lirtrurics. 
Founded by Duke Julius of Hriiits- 
ivick-Wolfenbiittei (r 15G8-86.J, its 
chief eHrlv creator was Duke 
August (f579-H56G), a devoted 
hook collector, who himself wrote 
u remarkably modern catalogue 
with full entries of titles, pluces 
and dates of printing, cross- 
references, etc. From his day to 
tins, the careful cataloguing has 
continued, the library having had 
the benefit of being looked after 
by three great German scholars in 
aiicc ess ion, Hermann Coining 
(16QG-81), professor of philosophy, 
medicine and law at Ifelm stock and 
author of a book nil the organiza- 
tion and cataloguing of libraries ; 
Gottfried Wilhelm Lcilmlz ( 1690- 
99) ; and Gotthold Ephraim Less- 
ing (1770-81) ; though it must be 
said about the fatter, that — great 
connoisseur though he was — he did 
not enjoy administration Mini left the 
library' in some disorder, even cut- 


ling out ivikuIlui ' i fronl hunks uml 
preset) ring i he in tn i he lliimnscn- 
iveig KiiiKtkabiiieii. The library 
wus therefore from early days 
developed us u “ l/iiiveraitiiisliiii- 
Itniliek ", a sdioluriy Jiliniry mi 
universal lines on the principle:! set 
out in Leibniz's Wen Lcihnitiuna 
bibliothecae, publicae secundum 
classes scivntiarum nrdintinilae. The 
library is coni posed of three main 
sections, the original collection of 
Duke August, die University library 
of Helmstedt and the so-called 

Mittlcre Aufstellung *\ the acquisi- 
tions made from 1700-1950, from all 
of which the material in the publi- 
cation under review is drawn. 

Today the Library contains about 
450,000' printed books, G,000 medie- 
val manuscripts, 400 incunabula 
and a great nrnp collection. A 
scheme for cataloguing by modern 
methods ivns begun about 1951 nnd 
several volumes — cm inunii scripts, 
mops, autographs, livres tie pc hit re 
ana bookplates — have been pro- 
duced, all in admirable typographi- 
cal form. It seems a pity therefore 
that die present publication — prob- 
ably because of its great size and 
for economic reasons — had to be 
produced by a photographic repro- 
duction of original typed slips which 
for some -users at least will neces- 
sitate the use of a magnifying glass. 
It lists on 1,300 paces in double 
column about 21.000 titles of printed 
books in medicine, science and 
natural history published between 
1472 and 1830. It is being pub- 
lished in four scries, the first 
alphabetical by authors, die 
second chronological, the third 
by peaces of printing and pub- 
(lea t Ion nnd the fourth by sub- 
ject., thirteen volumes in all. The 
volumes under review constitute 
the first published section, the 
chrunologicnl one. 


While one mirit he- grateful for 
being given this most interesting 
historical Mirvuy from these vary- 
ing points of view, one may per- 
haps question whether it would not 
have been sufficient to have one 
scries with the full reproduction 
of the cards ami just three more 
good indexes, instead of having the 
complete cards reproduced in full 
in each scries. It would have 
reduced the size and ulso the very 
high price (the full series wilt 
eventually cost 2,520 Swiss francs 
In hardback and only a little less 
in paperback) without, in my 
opinion, detracting from its useful- 
ness. 

When considering the contents 
one must bear in mind that this is 
not a systematic collection of early 
medical and scientific books, but 
rather an accumulation within the 
confines of u general universal 
library which acquired the relevant 
publications more or less as they 
were published over a period of 
time. This is illustrated by the fact 
that so many of the great classics 
of scientific history are not 
present. It is significant that of the 
ninety-six relevant entries in the 
Grolior Club list only thirty-four 
are present, and of the 104 rele- 
vant entrios in Printing atid the 
Ml nd of Man only thirty-one. The 
missing titles are by no moans all 
great rarities and many of them 
are German. Although there is 
naturally a great preponderance of 
books published in Germany, it i6 a 
remarkably widely spread collec- 
tion, including muny Italian books 
and a good many English ones. 

From a technically bibliographi- 
cal point of view, it must be said 
that some more general editing 
would have been useful, chiefly in 
the early section. The slips repro- 
duced here were dearly produced 
by differout people and are not 


entirely uniform in their treat- ter, 1473 ; there exists „ „ 
ment. In this chronological series of 1475 (presumably ***»■. 
the entries under each year (or second edition, Venice r tit 
approximate year, when undated) de Gregorys, October is! m-*'* 1 -' 
are alphabetical by authors or, 1484 Herbarius is surelv ti } 
where anonymous, under subject or Veldcrer] ; die Alboha»n 
a catchword. In principle periodical printed in Venice (the « AZ” 5 - » 

J iublicatlons are excluded, though a gests Augsburg) • th« JS? K i 
ew comparatively short-lived col- both editions of Sacra W? 11 . 
lections of papers in the eighteenth and 1489 are known hr. ^ 
century are included. Titles are quoted ; the printer of du, i? i 
reproduced very fully, the number Hebrew Avicenna is Abl' 5 
of pages and illustrations is always Joseph Aslikenazi— and ' the#. * 
given, but full bibliographical several similar cases. Throuaii* 
collations by signatures occur in the work colophons and irmri 
only very few places (one example are given literally i n the wS? 
is FdoLiio, De triplici vita, c 1510). languages, with varying 
Imperfections are noted, as are im- ana occasional original 
portant provenances (such as Diirer's but in the case of the early by 
copy of the 1505 Euclid). it is not always clear which fc a. 

It seems odd, however, that in a whSre^oS' aranmM PubliA * 
few cases references to relevant 

bibliographies are entered liapha- a most excellent feature fa a. 
zardly, e g, of all the many entries complete list of titles and seed?, 
fov Paracelsus, Sudhoff is quoted coMected works and c2 
only once, Benzine just for one of volumes together with appE 
Reuchlln's books, Borchling-Clauson cross-references; " 
only for one or two books in Low 1545 Guy de Chai 
German. different texts t 

In a catalogue of this large size th e eleven-volum 
one would hardly expect such bib- cites all the dine 
Uographical references at all, un- volume; all sectii 


cross-references; far exempli i 
1546 Guy de Chaullac gives all At 
different texts by other outhan. 


the first edition ot Harvey s De 

g enerations is placed after the two 
ontlucntai reprints, so it seems 
that not all compilers used refer- 
ence books regularly. For the 129 
fifteenth-century books, references 
are given in every case to Hain, 
etc, out again not in an entirely 
uniform manner. Notice has not 
always beeu taken of tho available 
information ; the Vincent de Beau- 
vais, for example, listed under 1472, 
would appear to be Goff V 292 
[Strassburg, R. Printer, not after 
1477] ; die 1473 Gentile da Foligno 
should read [Padua], Johann Furs- 


the eleven-volume Galen ot ]$ 
cites all the different texts Id eg 
volume; all sections of the ela» 
volume Rlieede tot DrutawA 
Hortus Malabaricus, 1678, n 
given in detail. Dissertations «« 
indicated as such, A few imj 
seem to hove slipped in vrtdcti » 
hardly scientific, such as colto- 
tions of engravings, c 1600, Ksi 
van Mender's book on the cahttn, 
1618, a congratulatory binhiby 
address to Duke August, 1653, aj 
a prayer-book of the same yea 
But taking everydrimg into kcoua 
this very comprehensive po$ 
cation, due for completion this year, 
will be a most valuable tool for & 
study of medical and sctaUfc 
source material and 1 m historic 
development. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Bedfordshire Coqnty Library 
Luton District 

Assistant Librarian 

Luton Reference end information team 

Applies lions are invited for Iho above post in a 
busy reference and Intormatlon . d opart mant at 
Luton Central Library. 

The successful applicant will be responsible for 
the newspaper and periodicals collection, liaison 
with the local government Intormatlon service at 
County Hall Library and assistance with general 
reference and Information work. 

.Salary: Qualified Librarian, AP2, C3.279-C3.65l 
(Inclusive of Phase 1 supplement). 

Chartered Librarians: Grade AP3-5, C3.732-E5.073 
(Inclusive of Phase 1 aupptemenl). 

Progression beyond £4,148 end £4,632 dependent 
upon responsibility end experlenco. Closing date, 
26th August. 


(Inclusive of Phase 1 aupptemenl). 

Progression beyond C4.146 end £4,632 dependent 
upon responsibility end experlenco. Closing date, 
2Blh August. 

' For further details and application form from Nigel 
Flak, County Library Headquarlers, Bedford. Tel. 
681 B1, Oxt. 38. . . 



Librarian— c. £3,000 

and 

: /.Library 

■rr-'v.f-' '■ ■' 

I •' ■' PA P - ere 6»*b V« oft-xid nrt pu tdr -cob aul tancy employing 'over . ■ 

' I; ' people throughout tne ,U.K..-We- need two, people to 
1: -Join onr- department .of seven subplying tha information 
, I . .npeds 01 tna company. Tli c&e needs cover technical, com- _ 
■ m W. l SL mdiJtenhB and Internal . tnrormation front - both 
published and unpublished sources; 

The Librarian will be responsible for ordering, cataloguing 
a, *5 . stortna library materiel; circulating journals and con- 
loans of llbrarV material. Someone With at leaet 
„ A 'level education, profci-ably also a’ recently qualified 
librarian would be njost suite bio. You sliauld bo methodical, 

. ratable, and able to' work oh your own ini bp live. 

For . the Ubrnrv Awljiam position, sonlcone aged 18+ 

• with ” A*’ level cdiu^tJou; w required. The Job involves 
circulating Journals Interoftllv, photocopying and filing 
relevant information arid bulldlog and maintaining files ol 
cuttings . from journals mid powSpapers, You should be 
bright and able to work wEtiioiit supervision. 

%Vq offer LVs, 6011 r necks annual liollduy. an annual season 
ticket loan autl other belief I [*. Please telepliona for mure 
Information Pam Dagnoll on 01-242 0021 ot write to her at : 

CAP Limited, CAP House, . 

14/15 Great James Street, London WC 1 ' 


QQ 

am 

Yule University Press 

Director 

r J fiN position will lie open on July T. TO7Q. ill 
con seq uc nee <»f Chester Kerr's decision to 
retire from il ut lltal lime. Letters uE 
applienlion, including a c.v. and references, 

■ nre now invited. Write to; 
Chairman, Search Committee 
hox 37 Y ale Law School 
New Haven, CT 06520 

The Director is Iho chief executive officer of 
a lending and [ong-eslablislicd university 
press. With n professional and support staff 
of about sixty persons, il publishes around 
ninety books a year, primarily of scholarly 
interest. Annual sales exceed $3,000,000, 
and there is an active London ofllcc. 

The Press is a department Of Yale University, 
.Tt operates with a substantial degree of 
autonomy, under the general supervision of a 
Board of Governors and its committees, which 
include a faculty Publications Committee. 

Yale University is at\ affirmative action — > - 
equal opportunity employer. 


LONDON BOROUGH 
OF 

LB/S/ISHAM 


•AMENITIES DEPARTMENT 

Assistant Librarian 

£3,108-24,431, 

Required to assist the Branch Librarian In Hie efficient 
1 operation and administration of the Branch. 

Applicants should hold a relevant qualification. 

Hours of duty are 36 per week worked on a rata baste • 
to oover the hours during which the Libraries. are open . 
to thB public. Applicants qt*y be required to work in 
' any of the CounoH’s Library establishments. 

Application fprrr). returnable by 25th August,, and detailed ; 
Job description from. Chief Personnel Officer. Town Hall, i: 
. Cal ford, London SE6 4RU, or telephone 01*690 7666 ( 24- ‘ 
.; hour ■ Anaafons service J quoting appropriate reference 
AM94/TLS. and job title. 1 " [ 



Directorate of 
Scientific Services 

Information Officer 

Salary range £S,606-£5,966 p.a. 

An Information Officer Is required to assial the 
Scientist — Catchment Quality — Dtrectorale ol 
Scientific Services, in maintaining records, com 
piling scientific Information and researching a«l« 
on toxic and other substances likely to enter or 
be produced In the Region's Water Catchment 

The person appointed should preferably have 
ability In chemical and other Scientific ncmana* 
ture and had experience in compiling and main- 
tenance of scientific recoids. A knowledge of com- 
puterised retrieval would also be useful but not 
essential. m 

Candidates must bo graduates (or hold on 
equivalent professional qualification) preferably 
a eclentific subject but non-sclantlsts wh ^ li 0 r* 
demonstrate ability In Information work will db 
considered. 

The post Is based at the Mogden Sewage Tre«\ 
menl Works, Isleworth, Middlesex. 

Application forms available from the Ae rtffal 
Director (Pereonnel-Slalf), New River Head, nose- 
bery Avenue, London, E.C.1. Tel. : 01-837 MOO. 
2024. Closing date for applications : 25lh Auguie 
1978. 

Thames Water 


RECORDS OFFICER 

Ws need a Records Officer for our R8C0 ^l?!l r dB 
which Is part of- our busy vSKrti- 

Department. The successful candlcew if -. j 
report to the Head of Library end R ,|v 

have supervisory responsIblllW 1° r ® oe r ioftar ,a ]| 
and b large degree of freedom for | 

Initiative. u._yn 

Applloahte, who should be qualified Libr ^ ba 
expsrlonoe of Company reports and recc» ' ^ t0 
expected 10 cops with a wide variety of pro u]na getvlcB« 
take an aotlve pari In a programme lot jmpro i 
. such as current awareness, S.D.L flni “J *" vvould bo on 
Familiarity with national security procedures wyr 
advantage, ‘ f . fyn/ito.* 

Please write, telephone Qt 0*1/ for an application 

Ref ! CBI^Peraonnel & Training Dep*-« Slt« As . 

British Aerospace Dynamics Group# • 

Stevenage- Bristol Division#. . . 

Six HHIe Way# Stevenage, Herts SGI 

Telephone Stevenage 24i2, Ext 32B0 
( Out of of floe hours , Stevenage 


TLS AUGUST 11 1578: 
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LONDON 
BOROUGH OF 
BROMLEY 

Librarian 

(Children’s) 

(RSF. K.147) 

£3,1 0B-S3.938/ £4,431 

Aaplicdllang «ro Invited from 
pKions wna &10 ChaMwed 
Lbri/lars. 0 # have biiqcms- 
full# compietao the Pori H 
Ertmlnatfona ol the Llbraiy 
UBoalillOM, Including List 
t, Peps# 32 1 Library Ssrvlca 
to Young Pooplo lot Ihla 

B baaad ni Anorlay 
uy. Anorlay Road, 
SE.20 Candidates should be 
opeiiancad In . chlldron’a 
library work and poasoae a 
flood worklnq knowlodflO ol 
chlldran'B' lltarnlnra. The 
•uccgsDlul appllcanl would 
M required to work two 
Slturdaya out ol throo and 
ona lata Gvoninfl (8 p m.) a 
ink. Starling salary accord- 
ing lo qua II II call on s and 
oporlenco but H.0I7 (Inc.) 
«lu ba paid lo applloanla 
occaaialng al loaal tho Pari 
Il Exirnlaallcn ol Iha Library 
Association. 

Ifplloallon lorma from 
AiatManl Chlol Exactitlvo 
(Minpowar), Town Hall, 
Inaifay. Kanl SRI 18B. Tel. 
OMM 1333, ext. 33 la. 
doling dais : 2tat August, 

ms. 


FALKIRK 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT 
OF LIBRARIES 
AND MU8EUM8 

LIBRARIAN 

■ BIBLIOGRAPHIC 
. i Nft REFERENCE 
.i „ 1M£S SECTION ' • 

23, (21-14,461 
Ibi 2012 aiipptafnent 

tTi™* oxl3,a f0t « Llbtotltn 
l . h"/ 1 of ■ team or 

I' ifcl.i l " ol “4'"« BomIw 

■ W 1 !!? *° ru " tilbllngraphk- 
! 95?"“ Sonrlooa to# Fni- 
** ditrlcl Llbrorloa. Tlia Job 
dojiandiito ono calling Tor 
“SVI«Ke. Initiative. 'iiivo 
*V*boyu an, nnarqy. 

bmT -Sf 1 " 11 * ■PPlieallon 
labia from tea 

KTiS JMP- , w«- 

E M “ n| “'P6i amid- 

C T- 1 ? 1 * 1 1 *. and lhaaa ahould 
Oi 0ft . M belora Fil- 

t?; at " Augual, 167a. 



CITY Ol- I-DINRUROU 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 

A|»|iliiuli.ms .ire Invfrvd fnim i-xiiL-iivtetil OiniKimI 
Librarians fur iliv |mu.( .,f ; 

HEAD OF 

LENDING SERVICES 

Salmy un wule £G. 18f»- E7 ,ll50 per annum 
Inclusive uf >ii)i|ili-iiicm 

i;rufi-s>»JuJial .Services Mnnagemrat 
Team, the Head nf Lcndltig Sen-fees sJ litres in Hit- ijveral) 
management or the City Libraries, and bus responsibility 
for Uie Cenind Library Lending .Servicers 21 Cumnimilty 
libraries, Middle libraries and Youth Services. 

Applicants should have experience of a wide range nf piddle 
library services, ingc-ther wiUi an uwareiK-ss i»f current 
practice In coniui unity library provision. A mrtlcular 
requii-einciu <if the p«>si Is the moil vat Ion of professional 
siaiT to lull] me ■irg.mlymionul change and dcvclopiueiit. 

The post is based ui the Central Library and carries a 
casual car user's alinwiuicc. 

Disturb aj ice, ncnioval nnd lodging allowances are payable 
tn approved eases. 

Application forms and furtlier details are available from 
ebe City Llbiurluii, Centra] Library, George IV Bridge, 
Edinburgh EH1 1EG, for return by a fortnight from the 
date of ibis advertisement. 


County of Cleveland 



EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

COUNTY LIBRARIES 

Branch Librarians 
(2 posts) 

(a) £3,732-£4,632 (Includes supplement) 

(b) C3.732-C4.146 (includes supplement) 

Applications are invited from qualified Librarians with 
relevant experience for the above posts at Grange- 
town and Norton. 

In approved cases, financial assistance with the 
removal of household effects will be available. Tem- 
porary housing accommodation may be available In 
approved cases, within the County area. 

Forme of application and |ob descriptions from the 
County Librarian, Central Library, Victoria Square, 
Middiosbrough, Cleveland. Closing date : 21st August, 
1876. 


Directorate of Community Services 

SENIOR ASSISTANT 

(LIBRARIES) 

£4,167-£4,581 Inc. (grading under review) 

If you have suitable Library qualification 
and experience we need a Senior Assistant 
to undertake varied duties in an Area or 
Branch Library. 

For informal discussion ’phone Mr Elliott on 
790 1818, ex. 99. 

Application forms from Personnel Services, 
Town Hall, Patriot Square, London, E.2, or 
telephone 01-981 0077, quoting reference 
9/40. Closing date 28th August. 


IJU 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
TOWER HAMLETS 


Buckinghamshire 
;W] County Council 

Chief Assistant 

Counly Heserve Stock 

County Library Headquarters, Aylesbury 

Salary : AP 4/5 r £4,245-£5,073 p.a. 

Minimum qualification 
Chartered Librarian 

NJC Coudriione ol Service. Successful applicant 
subject lo medical examination. Assistance given 
towards removal expenses Including legal and 
Estate Agents' Inna in appropriate cases. 

Applications (NO FORMS) enclosing a farge 
stamped addressed envelope, ’ together with the - 
names and addressee of (wo referees, to the County 
Librarian, Counly Hall, Aylesbury, ' Bucks, from 
whom further details can be obtained. Applications 
should be rocalved within two weeks of the appear, 
ance ot this advertisement. 



WEST LONDON INSTITUTE U/L 

ol HIGHER E0UCATI0N, etc. 

TEMPORARY LIBRARY 
ASSISTANT 

(Lancaster House, Isleworth) 

Required for clerical/typing duties at Iha ab'ove address. 
Applicants with similar experience would be preferred 
but it is not essential provided they are competent 
typists and neat in record-keeping ability. 

The appointment is of a 26 weeks duration, 36 hours 
par week with occasional evenings and Saturday morning 
duties involved on a rota basis. 

Salary Scale : Clerical 1 (bar) al 21 years and over, 
E2,841-£3,180 inclusive. 

Application forms from: Assistant Registrar (Personnel), 
West London Institute of Higher Education, Gordon 
House, 300 St. Margaret’s Road, Twickenham TWI IPT. 

Tel. 01-881 0121. ext. 29B. 

g9990 ©oo©o©o©o©ooo«coooc©oooeo®©oo©oooo©o© 

§ Applications are Invited for the chair of ,- o 

| EJVGUSH | 

§ LITERATURE | 

§ In the University of Basel, which will fall § 
e 9 

“ vacant on October 1, 1979 o 

o S 

S The field of instruction ooverS the whole ol g 
o English literature from about 1500. Instruc- g 
g tion is in English and German. o 

o Applications with curriculum vitae, list of pub- 1 
8 lications and two references to Dekanat der g 
§ Philosophlsch‘Hi8torl3chen Fakult&t der Uni- o 

o versitdt, Peteraplatz 1, CH 4051 Basel (Swit- S 

8 zerland), by September, 1978. fi 

eeeeeeoeeodeeoeeeeeeedeeeeeeeeeteeeeedeeeeS 


GUILLE-ALLES LIBRARY 
AND MUSEUM, GUERNSEY 
Appointment of 

Principal Librarian 

Salary i5.922-E6.711 

The Uullle-Allos IJbrary Is al present a subscription library, 


. Directors!* oil Command Sdrvjcw : u h'‘ 

SENIOR ASSISTANT 

£3,174-C4,086 

This post offers an interesting variety of 
•work Including readers advisory work and, ,! 
on occasion, taking charge of a small 
branch library. 

Applicants should have relevant experience 
and preferably be qualified. 

Application forms from Personnel Services, 
Town Hall, Patriot Square, London, E.2, or 
telephone 01*981 0077 (Ana a Iona) please 
quote . reference 9/39. Closing dale 28th 
August. 

JjjUffafl LONDON BOROUGH OF 
^^■tqwer HAMLETS ■;.■■■ ■ 


'P je 

Ftotite/liiforuiatifm niay.’bc obtained from the Board of 
Management, Gullle-AJles. Library and Museum, Market- 
Street, St Peter Pori, Guernsey, CT. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIAN 

£4,4^s-£4,8i2 Epsom : 


pupils w>d leaohind diaff. The duliee of the -poet 
involve close .llalaorl with the .County. Ubmty 
Seryice. . ”■ 1 . ■ • 

K oanls ahould 7 Be '• experienced ■ Ch'qrteracf 
rinne. • - A degree qualinonifon could bo eh 
advantage. 

Application form from Area r Education Officer, 
Bridge House. Bridge Sires I, Lealhertiead. ' T#i. 
Leolherhoad 77961. 


COUNTY COUNCIL 


ironbrid^c Gorge 
Muse urn Trust 

Tile Ij-uiibrltliiu liur-c 
Miwcrnn has hoi-n all-icuiul 
tiiu lmporvAnt oolteciiun 
industrial RcvuliiUon pfc-. 
lures, prims, d railings ,uu) 
bovks of die laic Sir Arthur 
liltun which c(»upleiiiL-niBi 
iho niuseum's erisilng 
In-gfi In these fields. Build- 
Ings olready avaflulilc 10 ilu- 
Tnist: are to Ihs convuriod 
within Uie next twelve 
montii to provide gallery 
space and a Mihstantiallv 
cxpiintlcd research Utirary. 
In order t#i plan nils 
work and to ensure the 
proper Diana eeinenr, ilncu- 
men w LI oil anu development 
of eheso uollcciions tlia 
museum wishes to establish 
a small team of appropri- 
ately qualified and experi- 
enced staff and invites applj- - 
caUom for the following 
posts : 

Curator of the Elton 
Collection 

Salary : E4.759 to £5,512 
inclusive of all supplements 
Candidates should have a 
degree and museum or gal- 
lery experience, preferably 
the Dip) rau a of riic Musuums 
Association, oiul an exten- 
sive kncMvtc-dgc of prints and 
drawings with pardcnlor 
reference to lilduslrial 
material, or research expert- 
esicc In industrial or econo- 
mic history. Organizational 
ability is essential and a 
record of published work 
dcolrnble. Quote ref. 3/76. 

Librarian 

Salary : £3,862 to £4,615 
inclusive of all supplements 
Candidates should be char- 
tered librarians with a 
knowledge of the history of 
Industry and technology. 
The Librarian will be re- 
quired to administer a 
research library and be 
responsible for the collec- 
tion of books, trade Journals 
and catalogues, photoaraphi, 
maps and printed ephemera 
currently totalling over 
30,000 items, An industrial 
urchaeolnfllcal documenta- 
tion centre Is envisaged in 
tho future and the Librarian 
wiH be Involved fn its plan- 
ning mid operation. Quote 
ref. 4/78. 

Documentation 

Assistant 

Salary: £3,396 to £3,774 
inclusive o£ all supplements j 
Candidates should have 1 
rausoum or library catalogu- 
ing or documentation ex- 
perience and a knowledge 
of hirnrmatioii rclrlcval sys- 
tems. The person appointed 
will bo responsible, . iu co- 
oporaHon wdUi the Museum 
Documcsatallon Association, 
for • developing and bniiln- 
mehting n ‘ coniprcdiohslve 
accessions catologuing sy«- 
txan. Quota vcf. S/78, 

All posts arc supernn nimble 
witiiln tiie Salop Counly 
Council scheme, housing Is 
available and assistance will 
be civeti with removal ex- 
penses. Starting salary 
uapemdent upon qualifica- 
tions and experience. 

Further particulars and 
application forms cau be ob- 
tained by writing (please 
quote reference) lo tha 
Director, Ironbrldgo Gorge 
Museum Trust, IronbrldHe, 
Telford# Salop TF8 7 AW,' 
pr telephoning Irontjrfrfge 
, 1 0932 «) . 3522, Avpricaiious 
tiioKi® -he ''submitted to lhe 
Director by August 23, 1978. 


REMINDER 

COPY FOR . CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS IN THB 
r.L.S. SHOULD ARRIVE 
NOT LATBR THAN . 
10.30 a.m. 

MONDAY PRHOEDINO THE 
DAT* OF PUBLICATION ■ 



LONDON, 5.W.7 
. INaTn n2«AHi3/‘ NCEP 
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